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Laurance R. Waldoch, Esg.
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et al. v. Reilly Tar & Chemical
et al. '

Enciosed and served upon you by United States mail please
£inéd four sets of Interrogatories of Reilly Tar & Chemical Corporation,
one each to the United States of America, State of Minnesota, City
cf St. Louis Park ancd City of Hopkins. A corresponding Request
fcr Producticon of Documents is also enclosed.
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Since Judge Magnuson has not yet signed the case management
order bifurcating the trial, these discovery requests cover both
Phase I and Phase II issues. However, if Judge Magnuson accepts

the bifuration proposal, the following breakdown of responses by
party is appropriate:

United States of America

All Interrogatories are related to Phase 1I

State of Minnesota

Interrogatories 1-19, 30-55 - Phase I
Interrogatory 20-29 - Phase II

City of St. Louis Park

Interrogatories 1-17, 25-37 - Phase I
Interrogatories 18-24 - Phase II

City of Hopkins

All Interrogatories are related to Phase I

With regard to Request for Production of Documents number 1,
only documents requested to be identified in the Interrogatories
designated as Phase 1 above, need to be produced at this time.

Field notes should also be produced at this time.

Very truly yours,

Mark R. Kaster

MRK/am
cc: Robert Leininger, Esq."/’
Paul G. Zerby, Esg.



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA
FOURTH DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintif€f,
and
STATE OF MINNESOTA, by its
Attorney General Hubert H.
Humphrey III, its Department
of Health, and its Pollution
Control Agency,
Plaintiff—Intervenor,
v.
REILLY TAR & CHEMICAL CORPORATION:
HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
OF ST. LOUIS PARK; OAK PARK VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES; RUSTIC OAKS CONDOMINIUM,
INC.; and PHILLIP'S INVESTMENT CO.,
Defendants,
and
CITY OF ST. LOUIS PARK,
Plaintiff-Intervenor,
v.
REILLY TAR & CHEMICAL CORPORATION,
Defendant,
and
CITY OF HOPKINS,
Plaintiff-Intervenor,
V-

REILLY TAR & CHEMICAL CORPORATION,

Defendant.

Civil No. 4-80-469

~

COMBINED INTERROGATORIES
AND REQUESTS FOR ADMISSIONS
OF REILLY TAR & CHEMICAL
CORPORATION



State of Minnesota, plaintiff-intervenor above-named,
and its attorneys, Hubert H. Humphrey III, Attorney
General, State of Minnesota, William P. Donohue, Special
Assistant Attorney General, Paul G. Zerby, Special
Assistant Attorney General, Dennis M. Coyne, Special
Assistant Attorney General, and Stephen Shakman, Special
Assistant Attorney General, 1935 West County Road B2,
Roseville, Minnesota 55113;

Plaintiff-Intervenor City of St. Louis Park, Defendant
Housing and Redevelopment Authority of St. Louis Park
and their attorneys Wayne G. Popham, Esq., Allen
Hinderaker, Esqg., Popham, Haik, Schnobrich, Kaufman &
Doty, 4344 IDS Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402;

United States of America, plaintiff above-named, and

its attorneys James M. Rosenbaum, United States Attorney,
Francis X. Hermann, Assistant United States Attorney,

110 South Fourth Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401,

and David Hird, Attorney, Environmental Enforcement
‘Section, Land and Natural Resources Division, Department
of Justice, 10th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest,
Washington, D.C. 20530;

Plaintiff-Intervenor City of Hopkins, and its attorneys .
Gary Hansen, Esq., Russell C. Brown, Esq., 2000 North
Central Tower, 445 Minnesota Street, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101;

Defendant Oak Park Village Associates, and its attorney
Laurance R. Waldoch, Lindquist & Vennum, 4200 IDS
Center, 80 South Eighth Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota
55402;

T.C.F. Service Corporation, successor in interest
to Defendant Rustic Oak Condominium, Inc., and its
attorney James T. Swenson, Mackall, Crounse & Moore,
1600 TCF Tower, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402;

Defendant Phillips Investment Company and its attorney
Thomas W. Wexler, Peterson, Engberg & Peterson, 700
Title Insurance Building, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401.



PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that you are requested and
required to furnish answers to the following Interrogatories
to Defendant's attorneys within thirty (30) days from the
date of service pursuant to Rule 33 of the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure. These Interrogatories shall be deemed
continuing, and if Plaintiffs or their attorneys discover
additional information as to the matters inquired of in
these Interrogatories between the time answers are made
and the date of trial, sgpplemental answers must be made
informing the Defendant's attorneys of the newly discovered
information.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that you are requested
and required to make the following Admissions within thirty
(30) days after service of this request pursuant to Rule 36
of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. Pursuant to Rule 36,
should you make objections to any Request, the reasons therefor
shall be stated. Should you fail to specifically admit or
deny any Request for Admissions your response should set
forth in detail the reasons why you cannot truthfully admit

or deny the matter.



DEFINITIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS

l. "Date" shall mean the exact day, month, year,
if ascértainable, or if not, the best approximation, including
any relationships to other known events.

2. "Document" or "written communication" includes,
without limitation, any written, printed, typed, or other
graphic matter of any kind or nature, whether sent or received
or neither, including drafts and copies bearing any marks (such
as initials, comments, notations, notes or stamped indices)
not found on the original, and includes, without limitation,
all memoranda, reports, notes, transcripts, letters, envelopes,
telegrams, cables, telexes, teléphoﬁe bills, messages, inter-
office memoranda, work paperé, diaries, desk calendars, appoint-
ment books, drafts, minutes or transcriptioﬁs of meetings and
other communications of every type, and all mechanical or elec-
trical sound recordings, magnetic tapes, or other material on
which information can be stored or obtained. The term "document"
includes all documents in your care, custody, possession or
control, or of which you have knowledge, whether or not you
currently have such documents in your care, custody, possession
or control. .

3. "Identify" used in reference to a document or
written communication means to state:

(a) the date;
(b) the author;
(c) the type of document (e.g., letter, memorandum, tele-

gram, chart or other);



(d) the addressee or other intended recipient or audience;

(e) the title, heading, document serial numbers or other
designation identifying the documents;

(f£) a summary of its contents or other meané of identify-
ing it; and

(g) 1its present location and custodian.
4. "Identiff" or "identity" used in reference to

an individual person means to state:

(a) his full name;

(5) his present business and home address;

(c) his present residence telephone number;

(d) his present employer and his present positi&n; and

(e) prior positions he has held with plaintiff.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 1l: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 93 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of an October 24,
1974 newspaper article from the St. Paul Dispatch.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 2: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 93 made the
statements in the Exhibit which are attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. l: 1Identify each person responsible

for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly Depo-
sition Exhibit 93 and the statements attributed to each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 3: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 96 is a true and correct copy of a November 20, 1974 news-
paper article from the St. Paul Dispatch.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 4: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 96 made the

statements in the Exhibit which are attributed to them.



INTERROGATORY NO. 2: 1Identify each person responsible
for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly Depo-
sition Exhibit 96 and the statements attributed to each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 5: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 199 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a May 19,
1960 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Dispatch.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 6: The partiés and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 199 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 3: 1Identify each person responsible

for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly Depo-
sition Exhibit 199 and the statements attributed to each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 7: Reilly Deposition Ex-

‘hibit 200 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a March 31,
1960 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Dispatch.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 8: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 200 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 4: Identify.each person responsible

for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly Depo-
sition Exhibit 200 and the statements attributed to each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 9: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 313 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of an Octo-
ber 28, 1974 article from the Minneapolis Tribune.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 10: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 313 made the

statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.
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INTERROGATORY NO. 5: Identify each person responsible

for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly Depo-
sition Exhibit 313 and the statements attributed to each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. l1ll: Document numbered

6000196 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of an October 31,
1974 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 12: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 6000196 made the state-

ments in the Exhibit attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 6: Identify each person responsible
for making unidentified statements which appear in document
numbered 6000196 and the statements attributed to each person. -

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 13: Document numbered

3100162 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a March 21,
1977 WCCO AM Radio Sound Clip transcript.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 14: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 3100162 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 15: Document numbered

3100163 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a March 22,
1977 WCCO Radio Sound Clip transcript.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 16: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 3100163 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 17: Document numbered

50004300-50004302 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a

May 18, 1977 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Tribune.



REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 18: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 50004300-50004302 made
the statements in the document attributed to theh.

INTERROGATORY NO. 7: 1Identify each person responsible

for making unidentified statements which appear in document
numbered 50004300-50004302 and the statements attributed to
each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 19: Document numbered

8100115 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a November 23,
1977 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Tribune.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 20: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 8100115 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 8: Identify each person responsible

for making unidentified statements which appear in document
numbered 8100115 and the statements attributed to each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 21: . Document numbered 00641

is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a December 16, 1977
newspaper article from the St. Paul Dispatch.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 22: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 00641 made the statements
in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 9: Identify each person responsible

for making unidentified statements which appear in document
numbered 00641 and the statements attributed to each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 23: Document nuﬁbered

7400426 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a December 20,

1977 newspaper article from the St. Paul Pioneer Press.

-7-



REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 24: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 7400426 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 10: Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 7400426 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 25: Document numbered

7400429 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a March 3,
1978 newspaper article from the Hopkins-Minnetonka Sun.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 26: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 7400429 made the state-
‘ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 1ll: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 7400429 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 27: Document numbered

400257 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a November 14,
1978 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Star.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 28: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 400257 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 12: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified-statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 400257 and the statements attributed to each

person.



REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 29: Document numbered

3200119-3200124 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of No-
vember 14, 1978 WCCO TV Sound Clip transcripts.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 30: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 3200119-3200124 made
the statements in the document attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 31l: Document numbered

50003676-50003677 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a
transcript of a press conference statement of Mayor Irv Stern

dated November 16, 1978.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 32: The parties and their
agents identified in document numbered 50003676-50003677 made
the statements in the document attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 33: Document numbered

00670-00673 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a Novem-
- ber 22, 1978 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 34: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 00670-00673 made the
statements in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 13: TIdentify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 00670~00673 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 35: Document numbered

402094-402095 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a Septem-

ber 11, 1979 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Tribune.



REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 36: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 402094-402095 made the
statements in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 1l4: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 402094-402095 and the statements attributed to
each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 37: Document numbered

6830885-6030889 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of Sep-
tember 11, 1979 KSTP TV Sound Clip transcripts.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 38: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 6830885-6830889 made
the statements in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 15: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 6830885-6830889 and the statements attributed
to each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 39: Document numbered

6720176 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a September 19,
1979 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 40: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 6720176 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 41: Document numbered

406449-406450 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a Decem-

ber 3-10, 1980 newspaper article from the Twin Cities Reader.

-10-



REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 42: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 406449-406450 made the
statements in the document Ettributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 16: Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 406449-406450 and the statements attributed to
each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 43: Document numbered

406467 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a May 6, 1981

newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 44: The parties and their
agents identified in document numbered 406467 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 17: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 406467 and the statements attributed to each

person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 45: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 165 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a Decem-
ber 19, 1968 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Sﬁar.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 46: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 165 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 47: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 184 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a Septem-

ber 27, 1977 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Tribune.

-11-



REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 48:° The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 184 made the
statements in the Exhibit att:ibuted'td them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 18: Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly
Deposition Exhibit 184 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 49: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 187 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a Novem-
ber 18, 1977 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 50: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 187 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 19: Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly
Deposition Exhibit 187 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 51: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 252 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a. November
1972 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 52: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 252 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 20: Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly
Deposition Exhibit 252 and the statements attributed to each

person.

-12~



REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 53: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 314 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of an Octo-
ber 25, 1974 St. Louis Park News Release.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 54: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 314 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 21: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly
Deposition Exhibit 314 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 55: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 324 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a December 3;
1970 newspaper article from the Post-Bulletin.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 56: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 324 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 57: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 337 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a March 1968
newspaper article from the Minneapolis Tribune.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 58: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 337 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 59: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 349 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a Septem-

ber 17, 1970 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.

-13-



REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 60: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Depositin Exhibit 349 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 61: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 473 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of an Octo-
ber 26, 1977 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Star.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 62: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 473 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 22: Identify each person reépon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly
Deposition Exhibit 473 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 63: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 474 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of an Octo-
ber 28, 1977 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 64: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 474 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 23: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly
Deposition Exhibit 474 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 65: Reilly Deposition Ex-

hibit 484 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a July 29,

1982 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Star and Tribune.

- -14-



REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 66: The parties and their

agents identified in Reilly Deposition Exhibit 484 made the
statements in the Exhibit attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 24: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in Reilly
Deposition Exhibit 484 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 67: Document numbered

C302876 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a November
1968 newspaper article.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 68: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered C302876 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 25: Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered C302876 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 69: Document numbered

6000206 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of an October 28,
1974 newspaper article from the St. Paul Dispatch.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 70: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 6000206 made the state-

ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 26: Identify each person respon-
sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 6000206 and the statements attributed to each

person.
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REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 71: Document numbered

6500165 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a November 7,
1974 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 72: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 6500165 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 27: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 6500165 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 73: Document numbered

3000088 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a November 12,
1974 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Star.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 74: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 3000088 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 28: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 3000088 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 75: Document numbered

50006678 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a November 20,
1974 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Star.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 76:  The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 50006678 made the state-

ments in the document attributed to them.

-16-



INTERROGATORY NO. 29: Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 50006678 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 77: Document numbered

9800209 is a true, ‘authentic and genuine copy of an October 20,
1977 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Tribune.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 78: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 9800209 made the state-

ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 30: 1Identify each person respon-
sible for making unidentified stgtements which appear‘in docu-
ment numbered 9800209 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 79: Document numbered

7300382 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a November 2,
1977 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Star.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 80: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 7300382 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 31l: Identify ,each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 7300382 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 8l1l: Document numbered

7300450 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a December 9,

1977 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.
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REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 82: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 7300450 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 32: Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 7300450 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 83: Document numbered

6700008-6700009 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a No-
_vember 14, 1978 Press Release from the Minnesota Department
of Health.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 84: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbéred 6700008-6700009 made
the statements in the document attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 85: Document numbered

402137-402138 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a Septem-
ber 20, 1979 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Star.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 86: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 402137-402138 made the
statements in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 33: Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 402137-402138 and the statements attributed to
each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 87: Document numbered

406352-406358 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a Decem-
ber 10, 1980 News Release from the Minnesota Department of
Health.

-18-



REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 88: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 406352-406358 made the
statements in the document attributed to them._ |

INTERROGATORY NO. 34: Identify.each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 406352-406358 and the statements attributed to
each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 89: Document numbered

406379 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a February 21,
1981 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Tribune.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 90: The parties and their

agents in document numbered 406379 made the statements in the
document attributed to them.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 91: Document numbered

406404 is a trué, authentic and genuine copy of a March 25,
1981 newspaper article from the St. Louis Park Sun.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 92: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 406404 made the state-
ments in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 35: 1Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 406404 and the statements attributed to each
person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 93: Document numbered

407742-407744 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of two Janu-

' ary 13, 1982 newspaper articles from the St. Louis Park Sun.
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REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 94: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 407742-407744 made the

'statements in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 36: Identify each person respon-
sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 407742-407744 and the statements attributed to
éach person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 95: Document numbered

6627359-6627360 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of a Janu-
ary 14, 1982 newspaper article from the Minneapolis Star.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 96: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 6627359-6627360 made
the statements in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 37: Identify each person respon-

sible for making unidentified statements which appear in docu-
ment numbered 6627359-6627360 and the statements attributed
to each person.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 97: Document numbered

6624482-6624484 is a true, authentic and genuine copy of an
August 11, 1982 St. Louis Park News Release.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 98: The parties and their

agents identified in document numbered 6624482-6624484 made
the statements in the document attributed to them.

INTERROGATORY NO. 38: For each Request for Admission

that is qualified or denied:

-20-



(a) State and describe with specificity all facts upon
which you base your qualification or denial;

(b) Identify each person that has or claims to have knowl-
edge of the facts éupporting or relgting to your qual-
ification or denial;

(c) 1Identify each document that supports, refers or
relates to your qualification or denial.

Dated: October 29, 1984

Michael J. Wahoske

Renee Pritzker
2200 First Bank Place East
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402
Telephone: (612) 340-2600

Attorneys for Defendant
Reilly Tar & Chemical
Corporation
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Creosofe-soaked land, may perll wai

iy Dhun Busanc)er
Stall Weller

An PMacie cache of
creasote 1 0 Doy Park
has presented wlale polin
Gon contiol caperly with
what they leas conkd be
“wne ol the lasgeal
groundwales  cuntamina:
tion poblems thay state
has ever had

In adklotsen, state bealth
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land contalus o sub Jance
Capable of prodocing con
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“ecal bad actm
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pecied thal the cicurie
(he gronnd had the potes-
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watll S0 Doy PPash ap-
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bog laycrs wf sm b
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ciconde waking have
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- —.—~Creosote
, _g;;wluch for 50 years dis- .

"',‘_:jrf_‘fStaff Wnter

~—=a potentxal groundwater
threat in St. Louis Park
""-’—‘could approach $80 mil-
- lion. city officials said
Tuesday.

The matter was brought
to the board of the Minne-
sota Pollution Control
Agency (PCA) after the
St. Paul Dispatch re-
vealed last month that

..~ 'PCA engineers and offi- .

cials of the state Health
Department feared that .
_the 80-acre patch of creo-
" sote-saturated ground in
St. Louis Park was endan-
. gering groundwater sys-
. tems in the metropolitan
area

. in the heart of St. Louis

~— Park, formerly was occu- -+

— .

e ce—— e

— Heartline

Heartline is a service for senior citizans. I¥s surmnea

7The land, along Hwy.7

“by -the - Republxc R
Co., -a —firm

" tilled creosote for treaung T
timber R

PRIOR 'I‘O THE closxnd
of the operations at the
site in 1971, the PCA and
St. Louis - Park jointly
. sued the company for vio-
lations of air and water
quality regulations.

St. Louis Park dropped
“out of the lawsuit when it
‘bought the  property in
'1973 for development of a
federally-financed housing
program, but the PCA re-
.fused to drop the suit and s
it has never. been resolyed :.=
in Hennepin District :
~Court. ..

Now St. Louis Park
wants a routine PCA per-
mit so it can install a-

P

See Waler,-Page 39 ——-~ -5 e
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storm sewer on the prop—

erty in preparation of con- .

stryction. .- i ;; ’
- Blit” the ‘PCA, fearful

i that'-‘chemlcalst in the

creosote_ have ' leached ™
Ithrough the ground and:

Anto subterranean ground-,-:

- water systems, : has re-
fused to issue the permit...

f-'PCA water quality engi- l
& neers reason that once the .
Pgrnit is issued, construc-".;:
 tlon will :proceed and the
11§ cache; of crepsote: will be:

battoned up:
cerrected.

?ather than
i ST.. LOUIS PARK offl-

clals have strongly -criti- '

cized the PCA for. stating .
that the situation has the:
potential for: becoming -
one. of the, most .serious’
groundwater fe. pollutlon

ai-er 5 C

'_Continued (rom Page 37

osi'

tract would' have to be
“Ttreated. | i iz
Wayne Popham, attor-
...ney . for 'St. Louis Park,
- told: the PCA board Tues-

. day tha} his city would not 'ment that - the situation ;

i —develOp any contaminated '
land, that the storm sewer

:; vertical leaching, that the *
".delay was getting costly

.5 potentlally enormous cost ;.

"r and hauling "it.someplace ;

““and “frustrating, but that '
-the_city could not pay the_..slstant director of envi-

IR
., 'v"\ o e

I
$3

3
iy

‘WOUld help- to stop any. 2 the ‘state's groundwater

{of ‘excavating the land *'faround a bottle of foul--
smelling earth taken from

.

ntor treatment : (probably,.’.

incineration) and burial in
“v-a big sealed tomb. -

?:' ST. LOUIS PARK offi-* ¥ been_detected at b5 feetin I

- some areas.

 cials and PCA lawyers in-
% %1 dicated it would be futile-
-to go ‘after-the Republic ‘-
¢ Creosote Co., which pro-
: s vided the problem initial-
"ly because, despite knowl-

problem in the state's hls- i edge of a potential threat,’

tory, but nevertheless rec-

ognize that in order to ful- \

ly correct the situation, .

4 the - saturated soil mlght
have to be excavated. _ __ LI “We—aren't~ thie PO"U s 1tm-must-bertreated 288 - |
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i They said Tuesday the "
cost of that .8xcavation .-

would “be " $1 ‘million” pert: :

acre, -and they don't know -
how. much of the 80-acre

!Am'h‘ak

By Harry Hite '
Staff Writer

gany from all future lia-
ility when .it; bought the
! land in 1973." K

ter,”” :Popham told the: % Vvery serinus matter.” B
- bpard:= adding-that-if the_3- The PCA and St. Louis
. contamination! must - be_; , : Park still disaeree over: |

radncally corrected. some- -
.one else |

Northcoast train to Chica-
go on Tuesday and will be _

v

.
{
Y
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.o

¥

' its

i strong statement, Cole-*:
. man said '"We are acquir-- i
.-ing more and more con-.
‘vincing data : that the

- the city absolyed the com- i’ ground Wiser, TArDilrges.

o £ would have to pay i
for it. - &

Further cOmpIicating
‘matters is the position of ;
" the state-Health Depart-::|}:

— e > o 1+

* presents ‘‘a potential for: 3
slgniﬁcant degradation of

+ without excavating.
resources‘ w1 In' other action the |-
TJAMES COLEMAN, as. \board= ‘

;. ronmental health, passed

a core sample 45 feet into .
the ground. Creosote and |}
its component qils have :'

In, his surprismgly f

e
."‘
L are endangered. The im- ke
ollcations of a major po- -}

tential gronndwater prob- -

{ who is resnonsible if the 7:

he dldnt say ¢ soil must be scooped out,

picks 'up bus slack

westbound Empire
Builder,. which leaves

—~u|J ‘Vw-

but the. agency indicated

Jit ‘may issue the permit
.with certain conditions at-

tached

‘ In the meantime, PCA
water quality engineers
were urged to figure out a

:,Solution to the poliution

UNANIMOUSLY  au-
thorized a lawsuit against

: ,the U.S.- Army Corps of

!EnBineers over dredging

.practices after the. corps;

refused to sign an agree-
‘ment aimed at achieving
a settlement in a long-

g standtng disRpute over

dredging. -

The action hopet‘ully
will define the corps’ re-
.sponsibility in meeting

. }-state water-quality regu-

lations.

IND'YCATED it will de-
ride the fate nf the pro-
‘preed Pig's Fye cnal ter-
“minal “in a snaeinl meet.
ing N~~~ 12. The bnard's

1 enop‘ql hagring pxaminar,

D N Wazniak ctronaly
Luran~d that narmit annlica-
tmm be denied.

Lines to close down.

A Zephvr official said |

ai‘ $8Q- | mll!i@n
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Saaff Writer

The St. Louis Park city
manager Friday strongly
criticized state officials for
what he termed their “ir-
responsible  statements'
about a potential health
ha:ard in the western sub-
urb.

The manager, Chris
Cherches, also said that
the city may take legal ac-
tion against the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency
(PCA) in connection with
the health matter.

Cherches took particular
exception to a statement

- by a PCA official, Dale

Wikre, that appeared
Thursday in a St. Paul
Dispatch news article. He
said the statement has
caused 'undue alarm"
among St. Louis Park resi-
dents.

The newspaper quoted
Wikre as saying that a
chemical capable of caus-
ing cancer could seep into
St. Louis Park's water
supplies and, in turn, cre-
ate ‘‘one of the largest
groundwatcr contamina-
tion problems this state

Both the PCA and the
Minnesota Realth Depart-
ment said this weck that
traces of the chemical,
benzpyrene, have been
found in soil samples tak-
en at the site of the old
Republic Creosote Co.
plant in the south-central
part of St. Louis Park.

Both state agencies
stressed that benzpyrenc,
a chemical known to cause
cancer in laboratory 2ni-
mals, has not been detect-
e:i in the city's water sup-
Ply.

But both the PCA and the
Health Department said
the situation calls for con-
tinued monitoring. In the
meantime, the two azen-
cies said, they are unwill-
ing to grant permits to al-
low St. Louis Park to be-
gin work on a federally-
funded housing project
slated for the old plant
site.

Cherches said the city,
ton, is very concerned
about the possibility of a
health threat from con-
taminated groundwazter.
However, he said, the PCA
"has chosen to ignore"
studies done for the city
by a consulting firm.

Those studies, Cherches
said, do not support
Wikre's statement. The
city manager said that the
PCA relied on 'skcichy,
inconsistent and unvali-
dated data to dravs far-
recaching concluszicns und
to unduiy :larm the entire
metropolitan arex."

senen eIy
BN WER DAY ¢ R

St. Louis Park officials
said thcy reccived numer-
ous telephone calls yesicr-
day from city residents
concerned about the po-
tential healtih hazard. The
city council will mect this
morning in a special ses-
sion to discuss the matter.

Cherches said the council
could consider a suit
against the PCA to force
the state agency toissuca
permit allowing the city to
proceed with construction
of a storm sewer nceded
for the housing project at
the old Republic Creosote
plant site.

He said studies done for
the city by a Bloomington

consulting firm show that

it is not poscible for
groundwater contamina-
tion from the old plant
site to occur at the sites
where the two state agen-
cies took sampies.
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By STUART BULLION samplings in Creosote area. Tests have shown that benz-

Statements by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) have injected a note of uncertainty into St. Louis
Park city plans to develop the 8d-acre former Republic
Creosote plant site. :

The St. Paul Dispatchlast week quoted an MPCA staff
member who calied the site “ one of the largest ground
water contaminativn problems this state has ever had."”

Original revelations by state officials that smalltraces

of paenvls, chemicals com:monty associated with coal-tar

* derivatives, were found incity water v.elis have since been

dowiplayed by the niinnesota Health Department, which

pointcd out that phenols are ot dangerous for human con-

sumiption are co longer listed among prohibited elements
in s(cte water purity standards.

A controversy continues, however, between the city
and state agencies over the significance of small amounts
of benzpyrene discovered in health department soil core

toindependent tests contracted by the Burdick Grain Com-
pany which was exploring ihe possihility of using ground
water from the arca for malting.

The tests found small traces of phenols but no benz-
pyrene in ground waler. According to one of the studies,
wihe extremely low levels of phenals reported at some of

- the St. Louis Park wells distant from the site must be the

. resullof cither inputof contaminates from other sources or

.the accuracy of (he tust proccdures.”’

. Neither the city nor the state agencies involved dispute
the exislence of some small amounts of phenols in city
water supplics at deptis of 500 and 90 feet. City officials,
however, support city-cont racted experts” conclusions that
those traces are provably not attributable to seepage from
the Creosote site. '
The future of the sile now hinees on the MPCA's reluc-
Lanwee o rant the city i pet it o install aswrm sewer and
waler treatment cemplex in the arca.

pyrene, another coal-tar chemical, can cause cancer in
laboratory animals.

None of several series of tests by both state agencies
and experts contracted by the city have found any traces of
benzpyrene in the city’s underground water sources.

The conflict dates back to the city's planto develop the
Cregescotte site as a low-density, federally funded housing
project. .

The city purchased the site from Republic Creosote in
1972. Before finalizing plans for coraplcting the city’s storm
sewer network in the development area. the city tested soil
and water for possible contamination from on-land dis-
posal of coal-tar wastes in the area. :

At a cost of about $10.000, the city contracted the ser-
vices of Eugene Hickok and Associates. consuiting en-
gineers for the Minnehaha Creek watershed district: and
Dr. Robert Baker, a chemical expert from the Rice division

..of the Carnegie-Mellon Institute. The city also had access

e o ..
[ m— ¢

James Coleman, assistant director of the health
department’s environmental health division, told the Sun
Monday, “We are still waiting for answers 10 questions
we've had since July related to the whole issue of what may
be large quantities of contaminated soil in the area.

_ One source at city hall reported an MPCA of ficial had
raised the possibility of excavating the entire site toadepth
of about 50 feet. The official was also quoted as saying the
excavated soil could probably rot be dumped anywhere in
Minnesota once it was removed. The cost of such an vpera-
tion, the source said, would be “incrudible.”

St. Louis Park city officials met Monday with MPCA
and health department representatives. No agreement
wasreportedly reached, although the MPCA grantedacity
request that the MPCA board formally review St. Louis
Park’s application for a storm sewer permit at its Nov. 19
meeting.
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This is Mationzl Wildlife Wecek end in cooperation with tae National ¥ilcliZe Federsis
wCCO radio presented a special Open Mike Eroadezst earlicr tonight entitlec, e all
Nced Clean Water. The hour focused on the nations fight to protect water quality oni
and individuals can do in the continuing bzttle against water pellution. Lurding tie

- _d i re =

program YMarion VWstson ihe chairman of the board of the Minnesota Pollution Centrcl
Agency told %CCO radio's Dick Chzpmen abtout 2 seriousground water pollution threzieni-
the Jordan bain.

I think the public should really know that ve've ol a near growmd veter digaster o
our hanés in St Louis Park; we used to have an old cresote plant therc 2nd for vezrs
and years the cresote cripped cown irto the ground ané now doing borings and testiny:
but they think this maybe the biggesl ground wster disaster thzt we've ever experienc:

in Minnesota and it might contaminate the whole Jordan basin vith this with the

cresole there., The samples from LO or 5C fecet dovn are Just thick,tlack, smelly, vc’**‘=

oil and..

This is new to me how recently have these tests been mace?

There being made now and we're in fact I'm recommending to the Governor or I'm
recormending that the :gency should tell the Goverror that it is a rezsl crisis,

Well Varion Watcon said the fight against this ground water pollution protlem shorld

begin immedistely and that it probably will cost millions of dollars in the long ri-.

J5CUELCE

For information call(612) 546 1935
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d A state official says there is a cerious weter pollution problem in p::rt. of the Twin
1
Citics area affecting the so-callcd Jordan bacin. Marion Watson, Chairmen of the 2cas

of the liinmesota Pollution Control Acency, was among those appearing last nighi on &
special open mike broadcast on 1CCO Radio as part of Nationmal Uilclife ieek in
cooperation with the liational Wilclife feceratlion: |

on I think the public should really know that we've got a near ground water disaster on
car hancds in St. Louis Park. Ve usec to hzve an ol¢ creosote plant there anc for years
and years the creosote drippec¢ dovn into the groand and were now doing borings and
testings, but they think this may be the biggest grouné water disaster that we've ever
experienced in l.:mnesota and it might contaminate the whole Jorcan basin with this, ¥i-
the creosote there. The samnles from Lo or 50 feet down '"'e just thick, black, smelly,
volatile oil andeees

=n Marion Watson of the linnesota Pollution Control Agency Citizens 3oard last night o=

1CCO Radio.
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By Dean Rebuffonl

/ Staft Writer '
/3‘ The city fathers of St. Louls Park are angry.
d o They are trylng to entice developers into bullding
: N homes and apartments on an expensive chunk of
” P & city-owned property. And over there, on the radio,
: ‘ls Marion Watson, warning the citizenry of a “near
¢ = groundwater disaster” In the west Minneapolls sub-
\k\ L Sk i urb.
N i . Furthermore, Mrs. Watson Is telllng ber listening
L R A ".‘ - audience, some “thick, black, smelly, volatile” stuff
it T , % Is contaminating the groundwater under that chunk
\ YLy Tt i ‘ of city property. It Is, she’s saylng, a real crisis.
v N
wrion Watson s “ It Mrs. Watson were speaking only as an ecological-

" chairwoman of the citizens' board of the Minnesota

ly minded private citizen, her warning might not
alert too many listeners. But she happens to be

Pollution Control Agency (PCA). And that, St. Louis
Park’s city fathers sald Tuesday, makes all the
difference in the world.

*“Your little dissertation on the radio . . . your scare -
tactics,” Ma{or Irving Stern told her, “have magni-
fled the problem and brought it out Into the public
eye."”

“My statement on WCCO Radlo was perfectly hon-
est and truthful,” Mrs. Watson answered. “I did not
attack the city ‘of St. Louis Park in any way.. And
I'm certalnly not prepared to withdraw my state-

Creosote continued on page 4A
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ry in the Israell national election,
aff Correspondent a development that threatens to
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the Labor Alignment, is the most '

. conciliatory of the major parties

and has supported territorial con-

, cessions to Arabs. , .
b

' Many Israelis asserted that crit-

. damaged Labor and undermined "
Its claim that the governing group -

fcal signals from Washington

is most effective in dealing with

_ Arabs and Americans.
'E'Both Labor and Likud are pro-

* American. Likud talks about seek-
. ing a Middle Eastern settlement

from a position of strength and
enlisting American support to
weaken Soviet influence in the
region.

B Defense Minister Shimon Peres

‘replaced Prime Minister Yitzhak

' Rabin last month as the head of

the Labor ticket after Rabin was
found to have lied about an un-
lawful American bank account.

Peres had appealed for Labor on
the basis of its protection of the
nation's sensitive sccurity interest
and it was coaventional wisdom
that he would win a narrow vic-

. tory. 2

Hanoch Smith, Israel's leading

lister, predicted in an interview
ast week that Labor would have
a S-percent plurality. But over the
weekend observers began to view

. the result as too close to call.

Peres and Begin appeared in an

. unprecedented television debate

Sunday night. It generated no
substantive news, but showed the
-Likud challenger relaxed and re-

* covered from his recent illness.

Labor support clearly eroded in

the face of growing voter discon-

- tent with the nation's economic

disarray, including high inflation,
and a series of government-relat-

'edmdals. s

Cans

. Continued from page 1A

" litter and recycling programs.

" But Dave Locy, lobbyist for the

Minnesota Soft

legislatinn,
Ll e the .

5004 70

Ce e
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It was apparent also that the re-
form DMC led by Yigael Yadin,
archaeologist and former chief of

" staff, drew most of its votes from

Labor rather than Likud.

Ezer Weizmann, Likud's cam-
paign manager and former air
force commander, said in an in-
terview Monda?' he expected a
narrow Likud plurality because of
voter unhappiness with Labor and
DMC erodes into Labor support.

But Likud's early massive lead
was unexpected even by Weiz-
man and the election was being
discussed in Israel last night as a
*“political earthquake.” :

In its aftermath there Is a tenden-
Cy to suggest Israeli voters were
trying to “punish” Labor rather
than signal a huge nationwide
shift to the right.

But Likud's firm opposition to
surrender territory won in .the
1967 war seems to spell an end to
hopes for a reconvened Geneva
Conference on the Middle East
this year. —

One of the bases for the Geneva

. meeting is a United Nations reso-

lution, supported by the United
lates, that calls for giving up
territory for Arab recognition of
Israeli statehood.

The result of yesterday's election
confer the prime ministry on Be-
gin after he had been consistently
rejected for that post since the
{ormatipn of the state.

The 64-year-old former command-
er of the illegal Irgun commando
group in the prestate period is
privately courtly and old world
and publicly a fireeating national-
istic orator.

Observers felt that if last night's
carly trend were sustained it is
possible that Begin would be able
to form a completely right-wing
coalition with smaller religious
parties.

Whatever directions Likud goes in
taking on partners to obtain a
parliamentary majority, however,
there is likely to be an extended
period of negotiations before a
government can be formed.

The

National
“whoeh alen is an

Str e .0 g

Creosote

Continued from page 1A

ment that this Is, maybe, the larg. -

est poentital groundwater disaster
in the state.” * 3 :

The problem lies underneath at
least part of an 80-acre piece of
land in south-central St. Louis
.Park. That's the site formerly oc-
cupied by the Republic Creosote
Company’s plant, which for 55
years distilled coal tar to produce
creosote, the wood preservative
used in treating telephone poles
and railroad ties. i

The city bought those 80 acres in
1972 for about $1 million, and
demolished the old plant to make
way for a federally financed
housing project. /

In the meantime, however, the
PCA and the Minnesota Health
Department had found evidence
that creosote and phenol residues
from' Republic Creosote's notori-
ously messy operation were seep-
ing into the local aquifer, contam-
inating the ground-vater and cre-
ating a possible health threat.

St. Louis Park draws its drinking
water from municipal wells that
tap the aquifer, and the two state
agencies also became concerned
that pollutants from the old plant
site might be carried to ground-
water supplies for beyond the city
limits, . g

St. Louis Park officials shared
those concerns. When the city
demolished the old plant, it imme-
diately solved an old air-plllution
problem. It also worked closely
with the state agencies in clean-
ing up creosote residues that hid
tainted surface water at the site.

“We know there is a pollution
roblem there,” said Dave Rud-
erg, the acting city manager.
“But we simply don't know the
magnitude. We've worked hard to
clean up the site, but the question
of groundwater contamination is
still unre.solved." .

" Because of that, the PCA had

- opposed any ction of
homes or apartmints on the site
until a full-scale study was com-
pleted. That study, by a private
engineering firm hired by the
PCA, is due in late June, and
should identify the extent of pos-
sible groundwater problems.

In January, however, the PCA
board voted to allow the city to
proceed with development on the
northern 40 ‘acres of the site,
cailed Oak Park Village. A formal
agrecment between the agency

and the city re i
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aged by approaches from two de-  Philip Aines, Pillsbury vice presi-  plight of pregnant drug addicts ind‘icagg
s velopers with proposals to build dent for research and develop-  the cost of single-family hous‘m' likely t
e _ apanrxt\;nts,thomes and townhous- gxex::, saiq“uéat ttae ﬁn:'s gilnal and even the problem of grafﬁg final a;
es on the site. ecision will depen on the abilit i o -
lty Woman of city officials “to enable us 33 in public places. zg;;;?;
Wlth fl’ aUd ’&un g_lrs. Watson spoke out on meet our site reqmre.menu." ‘A black woman from Watts, who
eapollis woman has e radio. wanted assurances from the presi- Colems
vith swindling the Among others, she was heard by Schulstad receives i;?,:,&':; m‘é}; ‘;,'i,‘:ﬁ“m‘?;ﬁge,‘;i ?:f;:gi
ty - -'fare depart- 2 financier who had been ask bureaucracy sgoke bluntly to ;y:ne
0b, iming bene- by one of the developers to put IR endorsement Carter mucl': to bis apparen{ P PRy
he was not entitled. up money for his housing venture light.
. in Oak Park Village. He didn't Isn%epiend:m Alderman . })ennls - ug S
, 35, Sundburg, like what he heard about that chulstad was unanimously en- .« ' A { !
arged Monday -witgh “thick, black, smelly, volatile”  dorsed for reelection to the city ‘:\Ineu?‘?t?e‘ e‘fg{io:‘i?.mgem;-: ltal'st || X
paining public as- stuff in St. Louis Park. council by the 12th Wward Indpen- ¥h & audi ' th % sd‘ " txt il P ¢
July 1974 to Janu- dent-Republicans Tuesday. There wanq \er:lce .‘? £ Studio L2 er{: ' ik
) The upshot, Stern told Mrs. Wat- were no other candidates for the tl::t-‘ta:’-t:e c:‘t,gthe:sp.gct you to piay 1
. son at a heated meeting yester- endgrsement. g i i VJ(
t, filed by thé Hen- day, was that “the banker drop- g . . L.
y attorney’s office, out of the deal.” Another city Schulstad was endorsed by Inde-
fs. Hegna told coun- offictal sald the banker apparently ndent-Republicans In 1975 but
ificials that het hus- heard her on his car radio while Was elected that year.as an inde-
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By Dean Rebuffonl
Staff Writer

A state environmental agency
urged St. Louis Park officials
Tuesday to delay the propused ex-
tension of a city street across the
site of an old ¢reosote plant, say-

"ing construction there might ag-

gravate a potentially serious health
problem.

. But the citizens' board of the Min-

nesota Pollution Control Agency

: P(:. Continued from page 18

John Herman, a Minneapolis attor-

. ney who represents the housing
; developer, Jon Dickerson, argucd

yesterday that his cllert has speat
more than §100,000 in preparing
for construction.

Herman pointed out that the move-

" inent of ground water in the arca

is to the south, or away frem the

. housing-projcet portion of the site.

He said there are no known con-

- centrations of the crcocole con-

tominants at fhe housing site and
argued that there is no pood rea-
son to hold up construction there.

The PCA Uoard sgreed not to urge
the city to take such aciion at this
time. During the next Lwo weeks,
Eowever, the agency’s staff will be
attempting to agree with St. Louis
park officials on how best to pre-

_ovent the sprond of the crevsote

residues through undergrovnd

. aquiicrs and how such a preventa-

tive program might be financed.

St. Louis Park proposes 10 extend
Louisiana Av. across Hwy. 7 to
mecet another scgment of the street
near Minnehaha Crcek. That
would mean road work on part of
the BU-acre piece of land formerly

(PCA) balked at urging the city lo
block coastruction of a housing
project on the north kalf of the
plant site. Environmentalists had
asked the board to prevent work
on the housing project, contending
that it, too, might aggravate the
health problem.

“Wwe're talking here about a time-
bomb element,” said Steve Chap-

man, a director of Clear Air-Clear

Water, Unlimited, an environmen-
tal group. “It's the duty of St.

.

occupicd by the Republic Creosote
Co. plont.

The plant distilled coal tar to pro-
duce creosote, a viood preserva-
tive. Creosote residues, including
benzpyrene — a substance known
to ciause cancer — have sceped
into the soil at the site, particular-
ly at its south end.

The residues have been found In
the drinking water uscd by St
Louis Fark and I'dina. That finding
prompted Richard \Wade, a state
Health Departinent official, to say
yesterday that the water cont2mi-
nation i5 “onc of the most serious
pollution-hcnllh problems facing
the state.”

wade, director of the departiment’s
environmental-health branch, told
the PCA toard that corrective ac-
tion musi be taken to remove the
source of the contaminaats. Other-

s

-

s

- 90TQ0L-TELLOGK

Louis Park to halt that develop- .

ment."”

However, the PCA hoard said it
might soon take steps to halt the
housing project if it determines
that work could result in the re-
lease of potentially hazardous

creosote residues into the air. That.
matter will be considered by the,

board at its Dec. 6 ineeting.

PCA continued on page 4B

wise, he said, It will cost as much -
as $100 million annually for cer- .

tain suburban Henznepin County
cities to remove the contaminants
from their drinking water.

The St. Louis Park City Council
carlier this month veted  unani-
mous!y (0 proceed with construc-
tion of the $3-millien housing proj-
ect on the northern end of the site,
which is owned by the city. That
action came after the PCA and
Health Decpartment warned that
the project, called Oak Park Vil-
lage, may have to be blocked so
that creosote-tainted soll there can
be excavated.. .

[ T A."..
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Minnesota Polluticn Control Agency board mem-
bers will be getting a report today on the state's
largest groundwater contaminaiicn problem—ard
the news is grim.

Well water thrchHout a large portion of the
metropolitan area is being threatened by pollution
from a defunct cressote plant in St. Louis Park.
The Republic Creosote Co. manufacturcd the
preservative there for more than 50 vears, allow-
ing chemical residue to soak into the grouad. It has
reached the St. Louis Park cdrinking water supply,
causing the closing of three WE“:. and 1s seeping
toward wells in [Edina, which are in a dceper
aquifer.

The ultimate threat, of course, is to the Jordan
sandstone aquifer, which underlies most of the
metropolitan area. hlany suburban communities
draw water from the Jorcan basin, although St.
Paul and Minreapolis use surface water.

The PCA began a lawsuit agzinst Republic Creo-
sote Co. (now tte Reilly Tar and Chemigal Co. of

The grateful [iving

Gratitude, said Aristotle. soon grows old. Some-

times it must seem as if it was born old.

Take the case of a lady in Illinois who entered a
sweepstakes drawing conducted as an advertising
F{romolxon by a manufacturer of bathroom tissue.

er name was drawn for thc grand prize: a new
Plymouth station wagon, a microwave oven, a
camera, a coffce maker and a yeur's supply of the
sponsor’s product.

Was she gratefud? No, indeed. [nstf'ad she wrote
a complaimng letter to the Action Line department
of the Chicage Tribune accusing the tissue compa-
ny of false advertising because she hadn't been giv-
en a Ducsenberg automobile. The sweepstakes ads
had never mentioned & Duesenberg. 7§ {}{} Ao

v -

Indiana) in 1971 when the first hirt of a prosis
was discovered. The threat to 1win Cities weil ©
ter is much more serious than it was believed to
when the lawsuit was begun.

s CliNe a U\A!a: /
7]

The Jordan aquifier is an elliptical basiz tr
runs generally portheast and southwest frem E
farine Lake in Washington Couatv to Chanhass
in Carver County, undériying 2!l of Daketa Coun-

most of Ramsey, Hemnepin. Washington and Se:
counties and a small part of Anoka County.

The immediate threat. of course, is in St. Los
Park and Edina. Beyond that, if the m2teriz] s2¢
into the Jordan layer. the collution would spre
toward the center of the basin. which is un uer t
Mississippi River at the Franklin Avenue btri
crossing. It would also tend to folicw an ancie
river valley tbat runs under Lake Caicoun. La

. Harriet and Lake of the Isles in Minneznolis. T+
" is a long-term threat, according to Bruce Qlsen.
geologxst at the Minnesota Geological Survey.

Beyond that, the danger is virtually nop-existe:
Olscn said. It is not likely that the pol...ta'xz wou
spread as far as White Bear Lake. B ille, C.
tage Grove or Oakdale. for example, without be.
diluted so much that it would become harmiess.

Nevertheless, the 50-year accumulation of crt
which includes cancer-producing benzpyrene, cz
not be left to merrily percolale through the s
-into the water-bearing rock lavers. The mater:
must cither be dug out or wells surrouncing t
area must be pumped ocut and the wezler treate
Both processes are extremely expensive and 1.
latter could take 100 years.

The PCA suit sceks to rcoguire Reilly Tar z
Chemical to pay the bill. This lawsuit should
pursued vigorously. Otherwise the tab, which cot
casily be $100 million, will be picked up byt
. taxpayers. It's not a problem that can be push

3 ) into the corner and ignored.

-------
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. BY DENISE MARTIN

' .The creusole manufactuning plant .

" ~in'St. Louis Park closed 1ts operations

{n 1970, but the cherucal wastes itleft
behind are contaminating the met-

- popolitan area's water supply.

Richard Wade, state director of
environmental health, has asked tne
Jegislature for $357,610 to determine
how severe this contamination is.
One of the class of chemicals Vade s
concerned atout is phenols. Phenols
have been shown to cause cancer In
nine types of animals. including man.

*“The phenol levels in Minnetonxa
are elevated,”” Wade said, *'The level
should not exceed two micro-grams
per liter of water.”

The phenols have arrived in the
suburb’s water supply by traveliing

~ along the water-bearing soil lineor

“aquiler.’ This aquifer carries water,

up to a 100 feet underground, in a

natural southwestern flow. The

gource of the contam:nation, St.Louis

Park, is northeast of communities -
like Minnetonka, Eden Prairie and’
Hopkins.

“THERE IS NO need for alarm at
this time,'* Wade said. *‘People
should not stop drinking the water.”

If future investigation should de-
termine unusually high levels of con-
taminants, there are two courses of
action that can be taken to remove
the chemicals from the water
supplies.

Wade explained that all cities could
be required to install carbon-®

activated filters, which would run

into the millions of doilars. Or the soil

at the creosote plant location could be
purified to stop any furthur spread.

This could be done by drilling wells

* Into the affected soil and pumping out

Sun Hookins-Minnctonka, Friday, March 3, 1978
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the chemicals, or removing the soil, .
u_e_azmg;umd replecing it .o ..
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St.

By DEBRA L. BUCK
Minseopolis Star Stalf Wriker

St. Louls Park officials have
turned olf four of the city's water
wells because a Minnesota Health

. Depaftment study showed higher-
: than-normal traces of four cancer-
, causing substances In the water.

| . The health department study
. found that water In the four of the
, city’s 13 wells contain levels of
| carcinogenic chemicals that exceed
safety standards established by the
World Health Organization
0), according to Dr. Richard
ade, director of the department’s
environmental health division.

The wells contain PAHs (polynu-

i clear aromatic hydrocarbons), ma-

teritls whose properties pose a

health risk, Wade sald. But the

- city’s water ls safe to drink, sald

Wade; now that the polluted wells
have been shut down.

THE SHUTDOWN of the wells
will dimioish the water supply by
10 percent, sald City Manager John
Elwell, but the reduced water sup-
ply should be adequate for winter
use because water consumption Is
less In the winter.

. Unless there Is a fire or other

emergency, the "'Q" should last
untll the spring, Eiwell sald. In
case of a fire, the wells will be
turneéd back on, he said. .

“The fact that this occurred dur-
Ing the winter allows us to discon-
* tinue use until we assess what the
- offects and alternatives are,” sald
Elwell.

" Elwell sald the city closed the
wells last week—at the suggestion

of the health department—rat
than ukenrllk.m s

“If there Is a threat it Is a long-
range one,” said Elwell. “It woul
be In the same category as saccha-
rin or charcosled meat. Everybod
Is reacting as If there Is an Immed|-
. ate threat. It Is not as dangerous as
cigarettes.”

- et s st B
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The PAHs In the four wells pres-

ent a “potentlal health problem,”
sald Wade. “The four materials we
found have been demonstrated to
be weak cances-producing agents,”
he sald.

Two of the chemicals, anthra-
cene and florsnthene, are known
to cause cancer, Wade sald. The
othet chemicals found In the wa-
ter, pyrene and naphthacene, speed
the growth ol cancerous tumors
when combined with other car-
cinogens.

PYRENE WAS found in qusnti-
tles of 1.2 parts per biilion parts of
water, Wade sald. The WHO stan-
dard for the chemical ls two-tenths
of 1 part per billlon parts of water.

PAHs are Ingredients of creo-
sote, an oily chemical used as a
wood preservative. The PAHs In
the city’s wells can be linked to the
Repubdlic Crevsote Co., which for
more than 50 years manufactured
creosote at its plant at Loulsiana
Av. and Hwy. 7. The plant closed
In 1972 and was later torn down.

The creosote leaked from the
plant Into the surrounding soll and
ueged Into some of the clty’s
wells. The health department an-
nounced last year that the polluted
soil and water re:ruenled 8 poten-
tially significant health threat.

The study shows “thal we have
to remove the source of the con-
tamination,” Wade sald. “Taking
the wells out of operation Is just a
small step.” *

Louis Park closes
wells as health risk

The source ls the creosote-
soaked ground.

The southern hall of the old
creosote plant site is the most con-
taminated and the health depart-
ment has recommended excavation
as one of the methods of control-
ling the spread of the pollution.

But the cost of the measure ls
fkely to run to millions of dollars
and the Minnesota Pollution Con-

trol Agency and the city have been °

trying for a year to determine who
will pay for the cleanup.

The state has appropriated
$200,000 for further studles and, In
the meantime, construction has be-
gun on a $3-million federally fund-
ed housing development on the
northeastern corner of the creosote
plant site.

anpzz=
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The Minneapolis Star
Tuesday, November 14, 1978 - 1B
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ave Moore Reaction tonight to yesterdays Health Department report about cancer causing chemicals
in St louis Parks water supply. The Pollution Control Agency has unaminously votaed tc
discourage development of thé 100 or so acres which the chemicals have contaminated

| Dbecause development may make it more difficult to clean up the area.

r. Richard| All of the assemble d data to date including our recent findings of cresote contaminz:

e in four of the existing St Louis Park water supply wells point to the fact the
contamination is spreading and threatens the aquafers used for drinking water for all
the suburban metropslitin. communities. It becomes increasingly clear that the
removal of the source of the contamination will eventually be required. It is
also likely that the Minnesota taxpayers will bear a bulk of that responsibility.

L | St Louis Park officials are opposed to the resolution they say the development would

not cbstruct clean up and that development is necessary to improve the citys tax

base.

3230119

For information call(612) 546 1935
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_.The .Pollution Control Agency jumped into the contaminated water issue in St Louis Par’

today. The State Health Department had closed 4 city wells yesterday after pancer
causing chemicals were discovered in the water supply. But no where is the concern
greater than in the suburban community itself,

Even though fhe Health Department said St louis Park water is now fit to drin)k some
stores in the area reported an increase today in the sale of bottled water. At leas:
one store sold out as many residents apparently decided they would take no chances.
The pollution Control Agency wasnt in a gambling mood today either it voted unaminous:
this afternocon to discoufage development of some 100 or so acres of St Louis Park whi:
maybe contaminated. The vote came despite the urging of St louls Park efficials who
said development would not get in the way of cleaning up the mess. The source of the
cancer causing chemicals is only about an 80 acre area starting here with this
cresote pond but the chemicals have already leaked deep into the soil and if tﬁ;y
arent removed officials say they could endanger other wells and a major agyafer whick
supplies water to Minneapolis and suburks. State officials fear excavation wlll be
necessary and developments might get in the way.

And if excavation is the only solution and the state and city might be in a position
of having to buy the buildings back.that are being ccnstructed under permission of th:

board to tear those buildings down for excavation should that be required.

- It will be 1980 before the completion of studies which will determine the spread of

..contamination and the method of cleanup,the water supply officials believe will be

safe at least until then meantime city.officials havent decided yet whether to abide
by the PCA and Health Department recommendations. Tom Hendrick WCCO television news

St Louis Park.

320042
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Don the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has asked that there be no further develop=
in the area of ST Louis Park near a former cresote plant. PCA action follows a Health
Department report that the chemical PHA or PA I ehould say has been found in part of
the citys water supply. Channel 9s John McNdéoll has more on that story,

Just once and for all take this major heal{h issue and say unto yourself its got to
Stop. Just once say this for the St louis Park thing and then maybe our reactions

that are necessary will come about,

Charman was just one of those asking the PCA to oppose any further development,on this
8C acre development area north of highway 7 and west of louisiana Avenue in St Lou:

Park. The health threat comes from the presence of a chemical substance known as

fclyruclesraeromatic hydrocarbon or PAH for short which is found in wafer from four o:

*Lirteen wells in the city. PAH has been shown to cause cancer in humans., It has also
been found in charcoaled meats, smoked food and to a lesser degree roasted coffee.
The health concerns involved in any further building is thatit may be necess#ry to
excavate the scil in the area in order to stop the chemical from spreading any
further in the unlerground water supply. Wayne Popham who represented the city of ST
Louis Park said thas i:s possible that the PaAH has Leen so dilluted as not to be a
great risk. He also said there was plenty of space for excavation since the city now
Cr.ly plans to develop the north and northeastern portions of the site. But the board
asked that the developmest of the site be teoporarily halted because in director
Carderdrings werds the more we heap the worse it sounds. It should be emphasized that
the current drinking water supply in St Louls Park is considered to be safe the only

contarinated water care from four welis that have now been shu: dowrn. John McNicoll

T TP U PO Ly rer e — LT S
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N MAGRBRS An o0ld cresote plant in St louis Park is rapidly becoming a major public health

ark

concern. That plant site threatens to pollute suburban drinking water supplies with

cancer causing chemicals., On Friday Health officials closed four city wells, today the
PCA told St Llouis Park to halt planned developments-near that site. Bob Clark reports.
St Louis Park has been stuck with this 80 acres of wacant land since Republic

Cresote left 6 years ago. City officials had hoped to cbtain tax revenues-and to
improve the blighted area by attracting new developments such as apartment buifldings
and a bowling alley. But in addition to growing concerns about cancer threats to the
ground watér §rom the old plant the PCA says much of the soll at the site is contam-
inated and may have to be excavated. Today at a PCA'meeting St Louls Park offiicals
asked the agency for permission to proceed with limited development around the plant
site. City attorney Wayne Popham said projects could be started outside of the known
area of soil contamination. But Dr, Richard Wade of the state Health Department
a:gued for stoppin.,all developments immediately.

Al the -sserlled data to date including our recent findings of cresote contamination
fz:ir of <he existing ST louis Park water supply wells points to the fact that contac-
ination I, cpreading and tl.reatens the aquafers used for drinking water for all the

v arban metropolitan communities. It becomes increasingly clear that the removal of
*l.e source of the contamination will eventually be required. It is also likely that
the 'imescta tax payers will bear a bulk of that responsiblity.

T.e Toll.tlz: Zontrol Agercy Loard agreed with Dr. Wade. The Board unaminously passec
a reso~ation calling for nc more new development a* the Republic Cresote site Bcb

~s .

tar e%irel S eyewitnnss news,
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. Last night clannel 9 news reported on the. continuing problem of possible contaminated
icely ﬁand water in St Louis Park so today the Pollution Control Agency held public hearings on

| that problem. Several individuals and consumer agencies asking the PCA to oppose
further development around 4 of the 13 water wells in St Louis Park.

:apman Just once and for all take this major health issue and say unto yourself its got ot
stop. Just once say this for the St louis Park thing and then maybe-zll reactions that
are necessary would come about,

:nd City officials in St louis Park contend there is plenty of space to continue

~

evacuation of any contaminates diluted to a point where the risk would be minimul.

3200423
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" Yagers The 01d Republica Cresote plant site In St Louis Park will not be open for anymore
development until a public health hazard there is cleared up. Health officials say
contaminates from the site are polluting ground water with cancer causing chemicals
Four city wells have been closed in St Louis Park and today the State Pollution
Control Agency voted to stop all new development at the site. The PCA took that
action after this warning came from Dr. Richard Wade of the Minnesota Health Departme:
Wade All the assembled data to date Including our recent findings fof cresote contaminate
in four of the existing St Louis Park water supply wells points to the fact that
contamination is present and threatens the aquafers used for drinking water for all
the suburban metropolitan communities. It becomes increasingly clear that removal

of the source of the contamination will eventually be required.

( 3200424
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NoveMBER 16, 1978 PRESS CONFERENCE MAYOR IRV STERN
- ST. LOUIS PARK

ONE OF THE PROBLEMS WITH WARNINGS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
1S THAT THE PUBLIC IS ACCUSTOMED TO CONSIDERING THESE WARNINGS
AS DEALING WITH AN EMINENT AND IMMEDIATE HEALTH CRISIS,

THE CURRENT I1SSUE IS NOT IMMEDIATE. AND:IS ONE WHICH DEALS WITH,
AN UNKNOWN HAZARD AND ONE WHICH WOULD REQUIRE A LONG PERIOD OF
TIME TO STUDY. EVEN THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT'S REPORT COMPARED
CARCINOGENS KNOWN TO BE PRESENT IN THE WATER SUPPLY WITH
CHARCOAL-BROILED MEAT, SMOKED FISH OR COFFEE,

LAST MONDAY, AN OFFICER OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT APPEARED ON
TELEVISION AND SAID WE HAVE CARCINOGENS IN OUR WATER. AS A
RESULT OF PRELIMINARY REPORTS FROM THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
FOUR DAYS PRIOR TO THE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT THE CITY TOOK
STEPS TO DISCONTINUE USE OF THE QUESTIONABLE WELLS. THREE OF
THE FOUR WELLS HAVE NOT BEEN IN USE FOR MONTHS, AND ONE WELL
WAS IMMEDIATELY TAKEN OUT OF SERVICE. THIS ACTION WAS DONE

VOLUNTARILY BY THE CITY, AND I CAN ASSURE THAT ALL OF THE cITY’s
DRINKING WATER IS ABSOLUTELY SAFE.

WE WERE THEN TOLD, OUR CITIZENS AND THE STATE OF MINNESOTA,
THAT THIS WAS THE NUMBER ONE HEALTH PROBLEM IN MINNESOTA.

IN LIGHT OF ALL THESE FACTS, THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT HAS FAILED
TO COME UP WITH A PROPOSAL TO SOLVE THIS PROBLEM, AND ALL THEY
OFFER ARE MORE STUDIES--ASKING THAT WE WAIT UNTIL AFTER 1921
WHEN THEY MIGHT OFFER A SOLUTION--AND THIS, AFTER TELLING US
OF THE POSSIBLE CAUSE OF CANCER.

THIS 1S TOTALLY UNREASONABLE--TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE.

50093676




PAGE 2

TODAY, 1 AM CALLING ON GOVERNOR-ELECT QUIE TO HAVE HIS
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH PREPARE SPECIFIC PLANS FOR SOLVING

THIS ALLEGED NUMBER ONE STATE HEALTH PROBLEM TO PROTECT THE
LIVES OF OUR CITIZENS. 4

1 AM ALSO REQUESTING OUR HRA AND CITY COUNCIL TO SUSPEND FURTHER
DEVELOPMENT IN THE AREA.

FINALLY, 1 WISH TO PERSONALLY ASSURE ALL OF THE CITIZENS OF THE
STATE OF MINNESOTA THAT THE ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF ST.

LOUIS PARK STAND READY TO COOPERATE IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE TO
HELP SOLVE THIS PROBLEM.

0093677 .
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By KAREN REEVES

Wafer, water, everywhere and not a drop to drink. Well, not ex-.

actly. Since St. Louls Park water has been declared safe to drink
after the closure of four wells, there is still a demand for bottled

.spring water. Apparently that demand has been met by most area
' [ J

grocery stores.

A random check over the weekend found water on the shelves at

some stores and a lack of bottles at others.
At Applebaum’s, the assistant manager said, “‘We've had a lot of

. calls for spring water. We've been out for two days now and on the

last two deliveries, they have been out of bottles at the warehouse."
He estimated the store has sold about 180 gallon bottles in the last
week and they expect to have more on the shelves by now.

As of last Sunday, Country Club at Knollwood had been out of water
for three days. *‘People do ask for the water a lot,” said an employee:
They too expected o have a supply on hand by today.

At Red Owl, however, the situation was a bit different. There was .

water on the shelves and an employee said he hadn't noticed anyone
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particularly asking for it. But he
much the last week. :
“We've sold a lot,”” commentec
netonka Blvd. *'I ordered 40 cases
1 only have nine cases left. We're :
in an ample supply.” (There are §
There were a few-bottles left ¢

‘Cedar Lake Road. The manager

noticed more going out than usual

As of Sunday, Zayre Shoppers C
“We had ten cases this morning
manager. He also said there woulg
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¢ A few of the smaller stores in ti
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the day with a few bottles on the ]

Prices on bottled water ranged
gallon.

Bottled spring water wasn't thg
Park residents last week. Some p
and to elected officials.
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‘Cedar Lake Road. The manager in charge last Sunday

particularly asking for it. But he admitted he hadn’t been working
much the last week. : i gF :
“We've sold a lot,” commented the manager at Penny's on Min-
petonka Blvd. *'I ordered 40 cases on Friday and today (last Sunday)
I only have nine cases left. We're still selling a lot, but we've brought
in an ample supply.” (There are six gallon bottles in a case.)
* There were a few-bottles left on the shelf at National Foods on
) said they
poticed more going out than usual, but there was some on hand.
* As of Sunday, Zayre Shoppers City was out of bottled spring water.
“We had ten cases this morning, but it's all gone now,” said the
mankager. He also said there would be an ample supply the rest of this
week. )
¢ A few of the smaller stores in the city were checked as well. Park
Market on Minnetonka Boulevard carries bottled spring water and an
employee said they sold more than usual last week. Cedar Sol’s
Buperette on Lake Road was sold out Sunday, although they started
the day with a few bottles on the shelf. : .
l"lrices on bottled water ranged from 53 cents a gallon to 65 cents a
allon. ;
Bottled spring water wasn't the only thing on the minds of some

_Park residents last week. Some people made phone calls to city hall

and to elected officials.

Third Ward Councilman Keith Meland, in whos.e v °d the old

said I recelved only seven or eigi  alls from
in reply to the Channel 4 newscast which had a

ereosote area lies,
_recidenta. Those were

. “I've been drinking the water all

“Is it as serious as they say?"’ s
my life, should I worry?”
Mayor Stern told people he was unhappy with the way the health
department handled the situation. **We had already closed three
wells in September because we didn’t need them. Then four days
before the health department announcement, we closed the fourth

‘well voluntarily. This all deals with an unknown hazard. The news

conference served no useful purpose except to alarm our citizens.

They should, of course, be kept apptraised, but when the health de-

partment goes on television, it seems Jike a crisis, and people react

accordingly. 1 don’t appreciate having my constituents driven to hys-
teria by the health department.” .

The phone calls have been reduced considerably in recent days and
the bottled water is back on the grocery store shelves. The citizens
and elected officials of St. Louis Park await the next move by the PCA -
and the state health department. “It is up to them to tell us what to
do,” said Mayor Stern. - : b :
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e ple our city attorn¢ ‘
on the health problem
PCA said it was allrig:
{nformation given t0 U
City Manager, ohn
to city hall were refen
additional help, they !
"hear from anyone.”
were received.
Mayor Irv Stern, h¢
perhaps thousands™ ¢
‘All kinds of questions
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_: BEVERLY FLANAGAN of the city manager’s office, : g et

one of the city staff

members residents’ called this wee ‘ . .
' The panel was establi

Woater: now sare’ mhise

_ The water coming out of your tap today Is safer than the water that came out problem transcends tf
) two weeks ago. And, the water of two weeks ago was safer than the water you and the community’s :
s drank last summer. How safe that water from last summer was remains the with it. But the com

‘ ' L : some type of solution ¢

question. = o i . . .
The health department.study released Nov. 13 said four polynuclear aroma- We haveto assure the
tic )\ydrocarbon(‘PAH) compounds were found in five St. Louis Park ‘water doing everything We c
wells. Four of these wells had been closed since fall and, three days before the Mayor Irving Stern:
study was issued, the other well was closed. . . : - was necessary ‘‘becau
The wells in question are No. 10 and No. 15 at 29th and Idahol,‘;l:. 7and No.9 ing for some quick -

e

at Cedar Lake Road and Louisiana an No. 14 at Cedar. Road and people we can respect
£ = the committee “will

P ““The levels of PAH compounds fourd in well No. 14 were said to be lower uniess it has strong b:
" s than the amount of PAHIin a normal diet. The PAH levels in wells No. 7 and PCA and the health d
S . 9 were lower than the World Health Organization’s standards. Wells No.10  Last week, Stern Wi
) A and 15 exceeded the normal amount. The health department said ‘‘long-term health department’s
g A _ use of four of these five wells (Nos. 79,10 and 15) presented a potential but case. At a press cof
bealth » : . day, Stern said, *'1

Dr. Richard Wade, director of environmental health at the department said partment has failed t:
. Nov. 13, *“the water in St. Louis Park is completely safe 16 drink now that proposal to solve th
the affected wells have been closed down.” . all they offer are
The four chemicals involved are anthracene, fluoranthene, pyrene and —asking that we wai

when they might ©

naphthacene. Anthracene was found in all five wells, fluoranthene and pyrene.
: : —and this, after tell:

were found in all wells except-Nos. 10 and 15.
sible cause of cance

The study said anthracen¢ and pyrene are capable of causing tumors in
mice. Pyrene and fluoranthene “have been shown to be powerful carcino-* unreasonable—tot:

ns. . L ble.”
Napthancene, the report said, is not éenerally considered 2 cancer causing At Monday's me
chemical. However, there have been few tests from which to study the com-- o .
L . - ie : v - Te Poge7A . . , n(
, i ° i What begs
\ Byeitbarth says | %2
) 1 v S ' ple of Togo-
‘ B ' : w ) Herman b
’ . . : I _ ’ by Sosthene
o take a hike | =
‘ 2 R unyakpt
3 0 a \e a 1 l \e _ ‘country wh
. ’ L ' ‘e cent of tho:
A year ago Judy Breibarth got off 63rd and Excelsior, “It ooks like average lif'
the blus on Excelsior Boulevard near  they used left over cement from the Herman
: her home. The street lights were street,” Breibarth said. *They prob- to aid the
S . burned out and the bus driver said, ~ably didn't want to take it back to the Hospital, !
== 3 “Be careful little lady; see you some cement factory. The sidewalk is four needed by
DR W "R inches_wide and you have to walk Last spr
IR aad. all the way down the and Herm:

- Lome, To} _
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i v Oak Pa rk The study. continued, ““The absence of direct evidence of carcinogenic

{ sponse is not, however, reason to consider exposure to napthacene unimj
: i ""'"P"”.M . tant.” O T DR T B R B
R i the site. The townhouses arenow par-  St. Louis Park has a multi-well system and water flows from one we!
: tially complete and 12 are already _: another. Because of this, the chemicals may effect those who are not near
} occupied. The development's prop- ~ Wells. However, most of a resident’s water comes from nearby wells
“ 4 : grty manager, Randy Tomlinson, therefore, those near the infected wells had more of a chance of ingesting
b : psaid 14 more units are expected to be  compounds. The muiti-well system also means the strength of some of
Pt illed by Dec. 15. . compounds may have been diluted by water from other wells. .
: " &Y The moratorium does not effect Health department officials were unable to determine how long the che
= 5 4 . & huildings now under construction. cals have been in the water system. The Republic plant was in operation ft -

| Ny The only member of the council Years, since the beginning of the century. Four of the wells are be@ween 2
Yaand HRA voting against the 26 years old and well No. 15 was built in 1969.. - R
' moratorium was councilman Lyle _ Dr. David Gray, chief of the health department’s Section of Health [
~Hanks who said the city should take Assessment, said the department is currently conducting epidemial
B0 action until instructed by the studies to compare St. Louis Park’s cancer rate with that of surroun
whealth department. Hanks said this communities. In these studies, the department will be looking for cluster
wwas in response to the health cancerin areas near the walls. Gray said this is the only way to establish
‘OYlepartment’s statement that the city - effect the chemicals have had on local residents because pf the la.c_'g::?f dal.

. - id not consult with the agency be- PAH’s effect on humans. . g e BTN b

* .fore some previous construction. - : =

S After establishing the moratorium, ) . ¢ ol 0N

- the council and HRA voted toappoint_ | - LERJR/AX Heating & Air Conditioning ¢

A 2 “blue ribbon panel” of scientific Yo % X

) experts to instruct the city what steps = 920_3 gﬂ, !
gshould be taken to develop the prop- S 0

8 The HRA and council members — “/2 HERTC

said the three member panel should ; f : ;// _ ' 'l R

- gconsist of representatives of federal, v = /2. -~ ey & ﬁ v 7@ -7

Co T state and local governments. The N o) 4 % ’ 4 i)

L

= N %group proposeg u;e pgnel member; : A
e nominate ecretary o -
Health Education and weitare | & HEATING & AIR-CONDITIONING -IH(
"Joseph Califano, Governor-elect X VTR e Bt o G 7
Al Quie, and local officials. . .
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1978 — Our 50th Year |

Moo,

: % Slower expansion in local con- '
- : umer debt and the strength of the
- 1 . agricultural sector should help :
; minimize the regional impact of a na- |
tional economic slowdown in 1979,
according to Dr. Sung Won Son,
o senior vice-president and chief -
e ; economist at Northwestern National
' . 1 Bank of Minneapolis.
’ ~ Dr. Son's conclusions are based on
; : a semi-annual survey by Northwest-
. : . ern of more than 650 Upper Midwest
: < - correspondent bankers in Minnesota,
. North Dakota, South Dakota, Mon-
sy = tana, Iowa, Nebraska and Wisconsin.
b : The survey was conducted in October

L= ST. BONIFAR

FRIDAY & SATU

_ in conjunction with Harold G. Wahl- SWEP S A\’i EEFGS IN EVi
i 7 ; quist, senior vice-president and head Js ‘mlN o\
: L ] of Northwestern’s correspondent ' ' St et T
; 1 banking department. BT :_I."’T'-" «";-f,,‘;,.’,-_\ -y ot
] The survey indicates that overall ' - WW VL‘,W‘M
economic conditions have improved :

dramatically since last spring,
i ' ~ largely on the basis of the improved

; . strength in the agricultural sector.

. i However, despite coptinuing
strength, a erowing concern exists _, K
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and Dean Rebulfoni
Staff Writers

A suspiciously high rate of breast
cancer has been found among wom-
en in St Louis Park, and state health
officials plan further study to see if it
is linked with cancer-suspect chemi-
cals previously found in that city's
water supply.

“From the data we have, we can't
tell whether this has to do with the
water supply or not,” said Dr. An-
drew Dean of the Minnesota Depart-

C -

ment of Health. “There are 2 num-
ber of possibilities that would ex-
plain these results that doa’t have
anything.to do with the water sup-
ply.”

Diet. pregnancy. ethnic background
and other things may affect a wom-
an's risk of developing breast can-
cer. and these factors haven't yet
been studied in the St. Louis Park
cases, he added.

During the three-year period cov-
ered by the preliminary study. 95 St.
Louis Park women developcd breast
cancer. Only 65 cases would have

been expected on the basis of the
breast-cancer rate in the entire Twin
Cities area. Ziatistically, the in-
creased nsk for St. Louis Park wom-
en was 45 percent.

Four of the 14 wells in that Minneap-
olis suburb's water supply system
were closed last fall after health offi-
cials found possibly cancer-causing
chemicals called polvnuclear aroma-
tic hvdrocarbons (PAH) in the wa-
Ter. The contamination is believed to
come

ntinue

rom creosote residues thal

Seeneq 1nto the 2rounc ir'm 3 Nowe. :

closed plant that produced ¢reosole
for ©5 years.
~
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The Lealth department's prelimi-
nary study was based on all types of
cancer diagnosed between 1969 and
1979, since detailed computerized
data for ° - period previously had
been gath .. .1 for another study.

Dean. the health department's epi-
deiology chief, and two other people
involved in the study, Eunice Sigurd-
son and Kari Dusich, said the next
step will be to examine breast can-
cer cases among St: Louis Park wom-
en to check the various factors that

.. gught affect the rate there. Some of

the questions to be asked:

B What percentage of the St. Louis
Park women who develop treast
cancer are Jewish? Some studies
have found an increased rate of
breast cancer among Jewish women.
St. Louis Park has a relatively high
Jewish population (about 25 percent
of the 49,000 residents), which might
explain part — but not all — of the
increased breast cancer rate found
there:

B What percentage of these women
have other factors that have been as-
sociated with higher breast cancer
rates? For example, women who
bhaven’t had children, or bave their
1 first child after age 30, have in-
| creased breast-cancer risks. High-fat
| diets have also been linked to an in-
! creased risk. A family history of
breast cancer also increases risk.

' ® What occupations do these women
~have that might have exposed them
: to other cancer-suspect chemicals?

B How long have these women lived
ia St. Louis Park? Typically, cancer
doesn’t occur until two decades or

" longer after first exposure lo a can-
cer-causing chemical.

. M Did they drink from the St. Louls

Park waler supply? A few St. Louis
* Park residents who live on the bor-
. der with Minneapolis apparently
- have been beem, hooked up to the

Minneapolis water supply.

. Dean said that only after all of these
factors are considered can anything
definite be said about the reason for
the increased breast-cancer rate
found in the preliminary study.

" Some risk-increasing factors may be
i interrelated. For example, women in

l higher economic groups have above-

. average breast cancer rates. This
' may be due to diet, which, like preg-
nancy, may affect a woman's hor-
monal system. The higher rates
. among Jewish women found in some

_ studies may be due to other factors. .

'

Mice and rats that have been fed
chemicals of the same general type
as found in the St. Louis Park water
supply have developed breast and
stomach cancer. Except for the
breast cancer, no major increases in

. any other types of cancer were

found in the St. Louis Park men or
women. i

[l'.he cancer-suspect agents found ln
the city's water supply allegedly
came from the old Republic Creo-
sote Co. plant in south<central St
Louis Park. It distilled coal tar to
produce creosote, a wood preserva-

tive.
k—‘

When the plant closed in 1972, it left
.\behind a large tract of soil tainted
ith creosote and coal-lar wastes
that gradually_seeped ipnto the

oynd waler, according to the Min-
nesota Polution Control Agency
(PCA).

he general flow of the region's
ground water is to the east and
southeast. But recent studies show
that the movement of the ground wa-

- ter under St. Louis Park can be influ-

enced by many factors, and that the

" contaminants could be spreading
- throughout the city's interconnected

water supply.

|
Women who live near contaminated ,
wells might have received higher
doses of the cancer-suspect chemi-
cals, but the health department's

. preliminary study didn’'t show a

. The Minnesota Legislature has ear- !

clear-cul pattern to indicate that. .
|
marked $400,000 for studies to deter-
mine how lo eliminate the potential

 health threat from the creosote resi-
. dues. The PCA, health department,

St. Louis Park and other agencies
have formed a committee to coordl-
nate those studies, which began in

late 1977.

Some of the state funds are being

' used to determine where a system of

barrier wells might be dug to block
the contaminants from spreading
through the region’'s ground water. A
decision on whether to construct
such wells won't be made until late
. 1980, when the study is to be. com-
pleted. .

r‘!Te.PCA also has reactivated a law-
sult against Reilly Tar and Chemical
Corp. of Indianapolis, which owned
the Republic Crecosote Co. The PCA
contends that Reilly violated state
pollutioncontrol laws and is liable
for some of the costs to remedy dam-
age caused by the creosote residues

to soil and ground water.

402095
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ey 15 peseing @ pessilile comnzctica Satween Sraast cancer in women fram St

Louis Park and that citys uvatar supsly.

Figuras siew that women in St Leuis Mark have a Nicherrate of Sreast cancer than those

ok

ia oliher Darts cf the Twin Cities and rescarciers wzrl to knou wity, last fall four of

@ citys 12 wuells wera clesad :hen cherical pollutants wagce found in the water supply .’
Cheniczls be]iavéd to cause cancer. That contzminaticn prcbably came from an old
crasotz plant Hut sc far there is nething to connect the cresate with the cancar.

Thoze here at Mzthodfsts Mospital have Sesn involved in a numter of studies about

0
(29

anger anc they uere surprised o hear zSout the storics. So surgrised in fact that

they cecided o do a quick study of thair cwn on breast cancer in 5% Louis Park. All

cancar cases aere at Methodist are recorded on a turar re istery. It lists age,
. =)

ethnic background, and a variety of cther things that may or ::ay not have anything Lo 2:

with the chances of a woman develozing preast cancer
we vary nuch vant to know what does caus® cancer every so often what appears to be

almast an accid-ctal eryation re IIy help us unﬂerstand better what cayses the
J Lalffed with r it

turors, t/?) e was Verj pq%(/f.s f(c{ ﬂ- 0;&"f J A(’/

ho work her= say the regort on the high rate of breast cancer-if’St Louis

Park ias prerat"re.

I think its scarey and it Zust arouses people uit.ou~ rezlly sound facts behind it.

°nd those at Mathedist are not the enly ozes-concerned. The CTity Manager of ST Loufs.

rark says this latest cancer scare 1is alarming to the public without justification.
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St. ic:_s Parik teczy. It scys btreast cancer rates In that suburb are substantially
2izner thean in cther areas of the Tiin Citles, A study is wndervey to find ocut what mer
te causing the increase in breast cancer. In the x::ee.n‘.:'it:e, sozme officials szy the
grotlex may be conected to the city's water supply.‘Last 211, L St. Louis Park water
vells were c'mta:::’.::ated ty chexicals that m2y cause cancer. Tonisht 2t 10 we will hae

a detziled report on thzt story.
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gealih Sa=a>tzant today which snews breast cancer 'rates in St. Touis Park are substantia
ai-ner thon culeT areas of the Twin Cities. ctztistically the state sa7s the increased
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keczuse
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nd cut
Der:tlic Creosote £1ant in south St. Louis Park.
cencer causing chemicals Srom the plam

eontzzinzted the city's w2ter

we get any ENSWETS, ot in

women in St. Louds Terk is ebout L5, The studies zare uder=-

s 4y, but in th emezntine some officials are reinting

a finger 2t the olc
~,ere n2ve bteen sore allegaticms that

Jeaked into the growmdwater scme time ago and

supply. Last fall L water tanks were shut cown in St. Louz:
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\emen in Tt Louis Park have 2 higher rate of breast cancer than women in other

parts cf the Tuin Cities metropolitan area. X study is underway %o find out why. Last
fal1 saveral of the cities wells were closed when cancer causing ¢hemicals were found

{n the water supply. Those chemicals probably came from an old cresate plant in St

Louis Park. Cr. fndvew 2ean of the State Mealth Department says he {s not sure at all
shat there is any connection betueen the crasote which soaked into the ground water
supplies and the rate of cancer. ’

el we really dont know at +»i{s point there are sci2 aninal studies which show that
compounds found in cresote can cause breast cancer in anicals. This makes it Siological’

someihat reascnable but I think its also quite pessible for sore of thesa other factors

that cculd account for s4e entira cifference.

We should point out that this 1spre11ninary data from a rather large study and the
city manager-of St Louis Park says that making this prelinminary data nown is quote.

alarming to the public with out justification, unquote
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Toudis Tarl," That'e the lead to t e hezdline story in this corming's !-!in.;!eapolis Tribee
T2t 'lles has meres
After £ais report u2s publisted in today's morning raper, phenes tegan to ring. 'emen

livizg in St. Louls Park wented to lmow what they shoulc'. do and how scon to have a brezs-

or. fean's olflice .

Taeir concern is valid, Statistics coopiled by the State Health Tepartment show treast
cancer rztes are susstantially hizher in St, Louis Park than other suburks, The facts z-
frizhtening, bub ii's even mcre Irighiening that ro cne kiows wnye

TL re2lly is a2 mystery and..znd will have to rezzin that way for at lezst a mmzer of
=onths. Yomen who nad breast cancer in St. Louls-Park could possitley have had a
particular occupatiam or they may have had pre;z:ancies +* at different acges, there are
cony cther factors that affect breas.. cancer that we need to look into before we can szi”
tzat it's ccmnected with any ane possible cause.

Cne place State Health Depa.rtment officials intend to lock for clues is in the city's
water supply system. Last fall chemicals chemicals that may cause cancer, turned up in L
St. Louis Park City VWzter Wells, Some officizls alledge the chemicals came from the ol
Bezuclic Creosote Plant and seeped into the groundweter. Studies are undervay to
determine the source of that contamination and how to stop it, but it may te years }
tefore 2nyeme moirs if the incidencec! treast cancer is directly related to the weter
surrly. So if you're female and live in St. Louis Park wha{ skhould ycu do? Eealth
affistale $cld us they would g2 ahed and drink the wzter. Pat Miles, WCCO Television
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St: e Rep. Elliot Rothenberg
A0 Lets Parky o siod in oa
viess rolense that e s working
G thie siaie and 100l level o ex-

Catle researeh ana pramole
p..".inc awareness abeut the
ceesthle increased risk of breast

Ataer e womwen an St Louis
o, Hotacaberg s socking Lo

Geveiop legisiative proposals for
cosreclive actlon.
A receesnt an\ru,'hlul ncews

I A--Sua Rewspapers—Wed. Sept. 19, 1979
k4 |. ) %, “‘ & oo . oy - - ~ ¥
R G RO B AR VTR /\l;lf'}
e 0l S Y el | G @l
[ e o e M e d S N i N J .
e ;
n o . i PO . =%
1, & "o( ‘::‘ !.‘ s .'iv ,1
vie v b a L

story in the Minncapolis Tribune
disclosed that a Minnesola
Lepartment of Health study
found that women in St. Louis
Park developed breast cancer in
a lugher proportion than expece-
ted oa the breast cancer rate in
the entire Twin Cities arca,
“The possibility of this in-
creased cancer risk which
threatens the mothers and
daughters of our community has

T B et e Y Y """“vr-—‘

-

BERE e {?ﬂ
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many people deeply concerned,”’
Rep. Rothenberg said.

Rep. Rothenberg is an attorne
who specializes in
environmental-health law. He
gained experlence as the attor-
ney in the Minnesota Reserved
Mining case, representing citizen
groups from the start of litigation
all the way to the Minnesota
Supreme Court.

The first-term legislator said

because of the concern that has.

been expressed to him by various
people that the next monthly
town meeting, scheduled for Oct.
2: 1979, will be concentrated on
this problem. The meeting will
be at Rep. Rothenberg's home at
3901 25th St. West, St. Louis Park,
starting at 7:00 p.m.

Rep. Rothenberg has already
started to gather information for
the ()clnbcr meeting. After a
news story on the cancer study
was released on Sept. 11, Rothen

the study chief, Dr.

T |
G

uéﬂ ﬁ
i breast cancel g)ﬁdb ;

berg met with the Minnesota
Department of Health officials
conducting the study.

1 met with six officials con-
nected with the study including
Andrew
Dcan, on Wednesday (Sept. !2th)
and they assured me that aii the
related studies Into the caacer
threat were being conducted with
expedieney,” he said.

“But while it is very important
to da as much rescarch as possi-
ble to fizd the reason why the
cancer threat is greater in St.
Louis PPark than in other areas, |
think that the various state agen-
cies involved In the matier
should move faster to case the
minds of our women and their
families,"* lup Rothenberg
wmuu-nlc “I'm very concer-
ned that llns burcaucratic inertia
will only cause more problems.

ils press release was submit-
ted by Elliot Rothenberg®
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Creosote: Cancer in the Well?

2 N - - N
S S A . - i

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following article on the ]
Creosote dump in St. Louis Park is the first in !
what we intend to be continuing coverage of the
water pollution problems in the state. Chemical -
dumps and their effect on our water sources may
prove to be the most insidious threat to the
environment in the Eightics. The facts surround-
-ing the issue often become as much a quagmire
as the dumps themselves. We shall attempt 10
bring the problem into focus by examining all of
its contributing factors: historic, political, scien- :
tific and, of course, environmental. -3

-

“made it no longer profitable, the plant’s neigh- 4
bors celebrated —briefly. Soon the extent of
Republic’s violation of natural laws manifested
itself: a planned housing project for the cleared

A site was held up “indefinitely” because of exten-
|
!

“In short, the reaction of land to oct'upancy
determines the nature and duration of . .-~

cauilization.” L s
—Aldo Leopold

PN

sive soil and groundwater contamination; five of
the city’s 14 municipad drinking wells were

[ G

%ok 343

s Wt To-. closed after proven carcinogens were disco- |
The word means “flesh preserver”; to the resi- vered in the wells at levels known to increase the f
dents of suburban St. Louis Park, however, cren- incidence of cancer; and 2 state Health [)cpug .;
sofe, atarry, odorous compound linked to cancer ment study revealed the women of St. Louis Park
for over 100 years, has spelled pain, trouble and were one-and-a-half times as likely to deveiop
fear since it came to their community in 1917. i breast cancer as women in surrounding
Republic Creosoting’s 80-acre plant site communities. . g —
berween Pennsytvania and Louisiana on Highway Unregulated dumping of creosote on t.hc site ;
7 was never popular: the pungent, sooty process - : led 10 contamination of groundwater suPphcs o
of distilling the viscous black liquid for painting a depth of at least 595 fect (a creosote “plug”at
‘ telephone poles and railroad ties to prevent rot that level prevents further cxplonuop of the :
stained the city's air and reputationas well. What | Republic well) with compounds belicved to }
the 25,000 residents of “The Park™ did not know, | increase. the chance of cncer in humans .
however, was that the 909-foot well on the site . exposed to chronic small do:als);: prrlimimug
using chemicals directly into investigation by the Healt riment p Mg
( $1cm c‘:;sc:nnf::f:p;lygf:r 55 years. ‘ ; lished in the November, 1980 issuc of Minnesota 4:}) b 449
When Republic’s ‘parent company, Reilly Tar Medicine, revealed that during the years 1969 to .
and Chemical, announced it was closing creosot- : § 1971, twice the t}u(ﬂb« of breast cancers
ing operations in St. Louis Park as of June, 1972, appeared in St. Louis Fark as were recorded in 1
because the trend to underground. utility lines Richfield, 2 nearby city of equal population. The :

Health Department has refused to rule out the i



. Louis Park is attributable to creosote comamn- :
.ation of the city's drinking water. :
Spokesmen for the Department of Health :md
%. Louis Park officials are understandably eager

«© avoid any sense of emergency. David Gray.
epidemiologist. dismisses the .notion that prox- |
imity to the Republic site poses an increased !
health risk. “Our studies have not shown any
clustering of breast cancer near the site. We've
identified six or seven suspected carcinogens inai
St. Louis Park well water but the total number of |

suspected cancer-producing agents wortdwide - - '

is near 1,000. Cancer is 2 prevalent disease, the
figures we| have seenin St. Louis P:rk do not scem
excessive.”

Dr. AndrcwDan.Dnr:ctorofD:mPrcm i
tion and Control, Minnesota Department of '

Health, and one of the authors of the study. also |
stops short of drawing a direct connection to

existing groundwater contamination and high
cancer rates in St. Louis Park. “We have no evi-
dence that breast cancer is related to ground-
water. There are many other factors—age of first
pregnancy, exposure to X-ray radiation, first
degree relative with breast cancer—which cle-
vate cancer rirk An explanation of the elevated

hreast cancer rates in St. Louis Park must await :'

further studies.”

Vem Tollesfsrud, superintendent of w.ner 3

supply for St. Louis Park, doesn’t belicve the local

population need doubt the purity of the current .

water supply. “The Health Department is asking
for a level of cleanliness not found in distilled
water. We don't think there is a2 well in the state
which would pass the sundards set for our
~“ater.”

Unfortunately, no one has a clear idea what
measures will guarantee safe drinking water
because the severity of groundwater contami-
nation has only reccntly been recognized. Once
contaminants reach subsurfice aquifers, water-
bearing rock formations several hundred feet
underground, there is very little that can be done
except to close the wells which are relied upon
by St. Louis Park and almost all suburban com-

munities (Minneapolis and St Paul draw their 4

drinking water from the Mississippi River, a sur- -
face aquifer) for houschold drinking water.
“The whole idea of relating cancer to environ-
menual causes is just getting off the ground,” says.
Mike Convery, Health Depantment hydrologist.
" “There are hundreds of different compounds in '
creosote. We've only dcvclopcd the upablhtyto.
identify 25 of them.” T
That effort will get a boosx ﬁ’om a hwsmc:
mental Protection Agency (EPA) which seeksa |

i

|
A

PN R

L/ Gy

decision which would obligate Reilly to pay for
clean-up of soils and groundwater, continued ,
monitoring of the site and whatever unspeci-
ficd actions are necessary to insure the health ‘l
and safety of St. Louis Park residents. Both the {
city of St. Louis Park and the Minnesota Pollu- |
tion Control Agency (MPCA) have pmcd x.he
suit against Reilly. -

EPA attorney Robert Leininger ad.mus zhc fcd-
enal government is behind the state of Minnesota;
in responding to the problem of groundwater
~ollution but he’s confident evidence will sup-

)t the government’s contention that soil and
~roundwater at the site is highly contaminated
with known carcinogens.

Those carcinogens come from a group of
molecules known as PAHs—polynuclear aro-
matic hydmcnrbons—vm:ch have been shown
1o be “initiators” in a “syncrgistic reaction,” i.c.,
the action of rwo or more substances o achieve}
an cﬂ'c_q of which each is individually incapable.

Creosote-caused cancers were first disco- .
vered in the scroa of 19th century chimney
sweeps whose occupation led them into contin-
uous contact with coal tar formed in the burning
of wood in fireplaces. Later discoveries isolated
particular creosote constitutents such as benzo- l
a-pyrene, as cancer-causing agents. Benzo-a-
pyrene was found in contaminated St. Louis Park .
wells at levels considered dangerous by Health |
Depantment investigators.

No one can accurately predict how much-
exposure to such substances causes cancer, !
since the development of the discasc takes.

ol o

" decades and the number of “environmental -

insults” in any human lifetime defies analysis. But
in St. Louis Park at least, the path of poisonous
chemicals left an indelible history in the geology
of the city’s groundwater.

A preliminary report by the US. Geo|og:cll
Sunvey (November, 1979) reveals the original
909-foot well drilled on the site in 1917 led to

. early contamination by the direct introduction of

coal ar into the Prairie du Chien-Jordan zquifer
the “region’s major source of ground water.”
Actually, says Convery, “St. Louis Park was lucky;
by drilling several wells at depths decper than
the Prairie du Chien, they avoided conamination
of all drinking water sources.” The Prairiec du
Chien, however, is 2 “fractured limestone™
aquifer which facilitated the movement of con-
taminants from the Republic site. .

By 1932, Republic's well had contaminated
the aquifer 3,500 feet from the plant. The first St.
Louis Park municipal well, drilled 2 quarter-mile

east of Republic that same yer, closed within 2
few months after complaints of 2 “coal araste.”
In a2 1938 survey the Health Department named |
nine additional wells with a “tar-like taste.” Later
testing showed contamination moving southand
southwest toward Edina. The last well closed by

" the Health Depantment in 1979, 4 at Natchez

and 4 1st, was a mile from the ongnal chubhc .
well site.

Alarmed at citizen concern and Health Dcpan
ment studies, St Louis Park attempted to con- :
demn the plant as carbwas 1961 but made little
progress until the state Attomney General's offices
intervened and brought suit against the company {
in 1970, alleging air and water pollution. Test ,
borings on the site demonstrated extensive creo- .L

—sote contamunation of soils to a depth of 65 feet.

St. Louis Park planners purchased the site from
Reilly for $1 million in order to use the cleared 4

_ acreage for 1,000 units of housing as part of the i
city’s first urban rencwal program. MPCA offi-
cials, however, recommended all creosote- *

" saturated soil be removed from the site before

construction. City officials estimated the cost of
mecting MPCA guidelines at $100 million. For
the next several years officials of St. Louis Park
and the state PSA sparred before finally agreeing

. to measures in 1977 which opened the site for

Oak Park Village and Rustic Oaks, a combmed
development of 300 units. ;
Dick Koppy, director of public works for-St.

Louis Park, says the city has done everything '

required by state agencies, including notifying

y desp.

‘contamination. “At this time, we have develop-
ment on only three of the eight subdivisions
made of the Republic site. Our soil tests tell us
the developed areas are safe. To meet Health
Department and PCA guidelines, we've moved
60,000 yards of saturated soil to the south and
put it under a blanket of uncontaminated soil
That's all we can do until we learn what mitigat-
ing actions are agreed upon by the parties to the
Lawsuit.” :
Additional construction at the Republic site
depends on the findings of the court which may,
at the insistence of the MPCA or PEA, require
further removal of saturated carth, digging of.
barrier wells (wells ahead of the groundwater
flow whichcan intercept and purap out contami-
nated water) and possible filtering of contami-
nated well-water. '
. The final cost to St. Louis Park residents may
luke years to tally. It is unlikdythedtyw‘ill.cyer
recover its investment in the Republic site; !
Health Department studies are approaching the
million-dollar level; potential lawsuits against
Reilly by individuals are incalcuable. Clean-up of
a comparable site in Montague, Michigan, by
Hooker Chemical (Love Canal) is set at $15 mil-
lion. And the MPCA in September located six |
other possible sources of creosote pollution
stretching from Bemidii to Fridley.
Early water pollution concerns centered on
surface waters, the lakes and streams we swam or
-fished. Now the people of St. Louis Park—and the'!
other half of the country which draws its drink-
ing water from underground aquifers—are dis-
covering that really important waters run

o!

the buyers of Oak Park Village of potential soil -
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Water cleaner may not meet state standard

By TERRY RUANE
A cunsultunt's report concluded
that two methods of activated
carbon treatment wil! remove
ainost 98 per cent of the contoant-
Attty 10 the potlated SU Lams Pard
aater supply. The report alsostated
that construction and maintenan
! the necessary treatment facilitie
anld cost several mdlions o
sollars uver a 20 year period

The report, hased on the findingd
of a yuar long study by Eugene A
Hickok & Associves, was pres-
ented to the eny ocvuneil during a
Study session, Apnil 25

The Hickok study was begun
alter the Minnesota Department of
Health determined the presence of
Polvnuclear Aromatic
ydrocarbon (1° A1) compounds in
the Park water supply. These com.

pounds have bren shown 10 possess

s A L
L} *’ :
™~
'/
\.

cancer causing properues in labao-

_ Tatory testy,

Five ey wells were ciosed as a
result of the PAT indings, causing
215 per cent drop i ity water
Ccapacity

The Hickok study tested three
muthods of treating the contami-
nants and determined the use of
pendered activated carbon (PAC)
and  gronular activited  carbon
(GAC) was the most efficent. A
third method, treatment with
hy dregen peruxide and exposure to
ultraviolet radiation. proved far
less effectuive

But the high cllicieney of the
carbon treatments may prove un-
satisfactory  because no  state
cnteria exists for a “<afe’ level of
PAH cnziponneds in diinkingewiater

Avvording to the 1hekok report,
the  Environmental Protection

e o TN SN

Ageney (EPA) neprtesd for s
unum pretection. no PAH com.
pounds  should evist o donking
water But the EPA report oon:
tinued to say. bevause the zero level
of PAT muay be amanttainable ot this
tirne, aomark of 28 parts PAH pet
tnthon parts of water would I
considered acoeptable This [igure
would correspord o one caneer
death per one mithon persons ex-
posed

The 9 per cent removal rate
achicved during the Hickok testing
would result in ™ parts IPAH per
tnlhon, a ratio 28 thines greater than
EPA recommendutions. This
would correspond to one cuncer
death per 36,000 persons exposed.

“We have spoken with the Stite
Heant Department about the safe
Jevels sad Oty Manager Jim
Bromweyer  They were gomyg to set
Teveds ton s ey bt s wnned
this fignre to he state wide So right
now we reoan Rl pattern

In the resort the consaitant teels
the 28 poet per trillion s anunat -
tamabic  tgure ond climms that
anals e ol provestures e aerently

unable to detert PANL concentra-
tions at that level with reliability or
repeat.ability

Water
fo page Al3

Water from page Al

The Thekok report also detanled
the financial outlay necded in im-
plementing four solutions to the
water pollution.

—To implement the powdered
activated carbon system. St Louis
Puark would have to expend $469, m0
mcapital cnts: The magonty of this
money would be spent onapressure
filtration unit for one well

Anmuil costs would run $116.873
and melude interest, mamtenance
and operation costs The report
states that the 20 year cost of
running the PAC system would
total $3,361,920,

= The granular activated carbon
system would cost $3.250 450 capr-
tal costs to implement. The bulk of
this totol would be expended i a

—The annual cost of running tha
GAC system wou'ld amount to
$469,380 with the 20 y ear cost reach-
mg $12.306.980. —Decpening the
present wells would cost $586 155
with annual costs of $64.280 and o 20
year cost of $1.285 600,

This alternptive is the least ex-
pensive, but .l&'urdlnglo the repont,
15 very dangerons

The wells would be redrilled,
reaching from the Jordin Aquifer
to the Hinckley Aguifer. The report
points out the risk of contaminating
the lower acqmiler with the upper
level contammants because of a
bad seal between the two

=The final altermative is to con-
nect with the Minneapolis sater
system: This alternative would cost

regeneeabion facilty that would — Slooom in capital costs. $255 $201n
vt 81120 o annual costs and STLER KGR over 20
*
) et s " LY D K N DL B B o e B, = e

yuirrs

Brimeser siid gus could oo
detrimentalto the o I somiething
should happen (o the Minueapoiis
wirter supply, St Lowis 1%k would
most likels be the st tolose woater,

The mamager sand, wihale the
price L tor the vanoos alier
natives appear high, when lollov o
through the 20 vears, they aren’t
really that bad. - alsooptimisne
about receiving i share of the fedder
al ‘supectund’ mones (o hetp m the
clean-up,”

Superfund is o tederal uid ~étup
o ad commumties i e ey ap
of luzoardons waste SE Lons 4ark
has already recened o s
Erant fromyam e tand 1, nety
indlean up playe
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Fecus of Hearings
+ Threughout State i s o ey s s e

= Environmental Health. Un-
By TED SMEBAKKEN o 0 : ; Whil robiem e more
5 iar SEalt Wrnror der the direction of Dr. Har- ile probiems are mo

old J. Paulus, a recognized Serious and complex in the
A quiet drama that touches! In Rochester on Monday,! authority in the air-pollution Mmetropolitan area, they are
-the life of virtually every

¢ at the first of five hearingsi|field, university graduate)Dy Nno means absent in out-
Minnesotan is being playedcalled by the Minnesota Pol-

i

THE MINNEAPOLIS STAR Thurs., Dec. 19, 1968

students bave established a|State Minnesota.

of public hear- |:o consider the regulations,

out in a series !lution Control Agency (PCA)
ings across Bemnd

the state this

week and )

next. Today [
The object

of attention is NGWS

air we

breathe. ) i

The purpose of the.hear-

ings is to get a clearer read-
ing on the feasibility of 24
proposed state regulations
designed to clean up that air.

Despite howls from some
quarters, the likelihood Iis
that regulations — or some
version of them — will go
into effect next year, possi-
bly 23 soon as Febroery, 63

T:e clean - air proposals

: tions.

‘N On *tHe “bther Kand, ! We

have some broad lnplbcarr

the only readily identifiable
“concerned citizen” present
was a Rochester man wor-
cied about corrosion of build-
ings from airborne carbon
‘compounds.

earing room in Maye Civic
Auditorium was filled with
presentatives of such con-

|
' mate.

network of air-pollution sam--
pling stations throughout the
state,

Wiik, in an interview, said
the cost of air-pollution con-
trol and prevention mea-
sures that must be put into
adopted is impossible to estlf‘

icerns as the National €oal
Association, Northwest Pe-
troleum Association, Minne-
sota Association of Tomi-|-
merce and , Great
'Eaku Coal and k Co.
pnd'prtvntc power ¢omy
| panies.,

|

b Much the same sitmition |
|prevaued at bearings in St
Cloud and Moorhead. '

! The man on the firing line

| They would, fo. h:_mm.?\'ox- the PCA is Edward Witk, !

34, farmer Minneapaiis ur-1

“You're up in the millions,
question about that,” he
“On the other hand,

The experience of North-
ern States Power (NSP) af-
fords one example of the ex-
pense involved.

In 1967 the company con-

'ban ouiside butning oi rub-'pollutien engineer who was

'bllh and leaves In» MOgL MUy |drafted bv the state~‘lasti

' nesowa communities. |May to organize a division

veried the oidest secuon of
its Riverside plant in North-

Cosuy
have to be made and pollu-
tion -
stalled on hundreds of fac-

tories, office buildings, hoe-i
pitals and private and public!

power plants to reduce dust
and ash emissions.

Power companies would
have to find a way to cut
down on the sulfur dioxide
gas and other noxious gases
released from smckestacks
through the burning of fuels
i such as high - sulfur bitumi-
nous coal, the only kind read-
ily avai'able in the- Upper
Midwest.

The open burning now al-
lowed at more than 1,400
municipal and private dumps
iin Minnesota would be
; banned. A number of munici-
pal incinerators. including
! the two that dispose of gar-
‘bage in Minneapolis, may
i have to be abandoned.

. One Citizen
" Despite their impact, the
proposed regulations have

.alterations would
control devices m-I,

iof air quality within _theast Minneapolis from a coal-
‘agency. 5w i to a natural gas-

! fueled unit — a change dic-
. One of Wiik's colleagues || tated in large -part by NSP's
suggested Wednesday that]awareness of the increasing-
he appear at the hearings]ly serious air-pollution prob-
with a bullseye pinned to his{ lem in the Twin Cities area
shirt “to make it easier for| and the likelihood of govern-

Wiik - said International
Falls has some of the dirtiest
air in the nation, ranking in
the top 2 per cent in sus-
pended particulates.

He identified the big Boise
Cascade Corp. paper manu-
- complex as thak
city's majar poluter. 1
The PCA faces a deadline
in its efforts to estab
statewide air-pollution regu.
lations.

The 1967 Minnesota Legis-
lature, in creating the PCA,
specifically directed it to re-
port back on progress in the{
ngégollution rield by Feb. 13,
1969. '

If the state fails to act,
the federal government has
authority to impose stand-!
ards under the U.S. Air Qual-
ity Act of 1967. .

]

PCA board members. wor-
ried about the agencv's ap-:
parent lack of pmgress, pub-,
licly warmed PCA executive
director John Badalich last
month to speed up the pace.

The scheduling of the hear-
ings and the praspect that
the regulations may be ready
for a vote at the February

”

 the snipers.” mental action to control’

. The regulations drawn up Sircen o} peilucants,

by Wiik are patterned after| Tna¢ aiteration alone cost
recommendations of the Met- | ypq company more than
,mCleanAuCommima;eoo,ooo,m,pnm
Minneapolis - based group|NSp undertook a similar re-
formed in late 1967 as m’imodeung of its old South-
result of several members'’qgaq power plant below the
involvement in promotion of 3.4 Av. bridge.

the annual national Cleaner )
Air Week. | Wik said the problem is
L | steadily ' worsening, - despite
The committee’s m:; public and private efforts to

mendations, in turn, ! ise in ai &
alet hryoly 7 e ;::tr:n Se rise in airborne pol
air-pollution code developed '’
for the St. Louis metropoli-
tan area. |

“We're noticing more and
more of this early-morning
condition where vou get a

For source data on the,phrownish haze hanging over
z~ope of the pollution prob-'i Minneapolis and St. Paul,”
lem, Wiik has borrowed| he said.
icopiousiy from Minneapalis,f - = -~ :
‘St. Paul and Duluth, which| ‘Pretty Wild’
have professional air poilu-

PCA meeting has allayed
some of those {ears.

The final hearing will be
at 9:30" a.m. Monday in the
§cxenm Museum auditorium
in St. Paul. ;

.- - ®
Ll r S 3 SN
ﬁ'k.._'\_ S e,

cre

attracted little notice thus: tion engineers. "in ﬁomtmmgcgﬁn?ggdﬁ

far from the public at large.: He has also drawn upon (irjes have ‘“produced some

ex. /65
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By Daun Rebulfanl
Stafl Wiiter

St. Louis Parik's weter supdly s
pot contumiratsd as extensively as
bhad Laga thovshi, the exccoutive
director of the Miniesota Polistion
Control Azeacy (PCA) said ko

day.

_ The directer, Sandra Gardebrics,
said a rcfc..l javestizatisa ¢na-
firmed the asc'xcvs !‘.:..ﬂ that

somc of the grousd water of the
suburv west of 'unne:\po!;s h2s

besn tzinted with "'-‘~m"~.21}'
harmfui crec:ste and phieno! resie

“duee, Thes? residtes Rave roepsdd
’"us tl C :,l"-u-d Nsager “-‘ ol .h l: (24
site of the oid Repudiic Creasod
Co. plant ia sucth-cenirz) St. Leais
Par's.

Hewever, Ms. Gardebring 22304,

the investigstion shoaw wl that
thizre is no hl‘(-.. O ExTevaie Cnten.

give einounts of coi! at ¢r nrar the
si‘e to remove (he contaminznts,
Rather, it showed that the con-
taminanis are cu:‘.:mr.cd within 3
ratl.cr srrell area end that romedi-

e! measures can be wndertelen o
1-uvcn( them from seer into

L]
adiwcent

The m\'\".u;‘..’ﬁ.ud W33
fo: lhv- "Cz. bv :‘?..

”:'L'J:!!: wweeler suy

Jt doze rot aitempt
polentisl public hc:lun
aled by th2 contaminants,
Minnsacta eehth )c:-.;.'lr."::‘.l is
evaluating the potentind heehin of-
feets and will so2n reyont on that
metter, ;

.However, in 2 recent repost 1o the
PCA. Larr Enpincerivg recoins
mended that steps be te ..cn 10 €on-
fine the contotzinana Iosaid the
5 IUL!-L'-A pirerite’ chould Lo ziven

..
<
a
S

ttinnacyolic Yeibhvno

Tucs., Sept. 27, 1

Lad
v’\'l

4 u C?.v‘"‘\ i f"'-"‘“f\i "‘/"
=% )
A w8 s \"“:w\ll L s:-l- if
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n
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o Jacating cnd abandoning Jnunee asency's citizens' board, Mricn

.

. The PCA ot juin

diataly any wells in the area
wounded by Teres Av. on the west,
Nianctouka Divd. on the nerth,
Hwy. 190 en the cast and Minne-
haha Creck and Excelsior Dlvd. on

the south.

Barr Enr,!nc»: in"s report said
wells in that area pr“sent poica-
tial p:‘.l'n\'a\'s for the movement”

of the cantzrainants to rrc:::*d Wae
ter aquifers lying to the ca.::n and
suctheast of the old Repaitic Creo-
scie P'J'u site.

PCA stzff ine nidirs have estimated
that il wouid coat ¢l..:.t--') to
$222,623 10 zhandan wells in that
arez :nd take oiher stens to rre-
venl the s»rre2d of thz coniamite
nants. ln:h.f'ﬂ in that estimaie
would te maney for &agitiznal
studics 1o deterimine if tn

" hi2 con-
l..nn.....s couidt 5°eb 1280 ¢ :p.f(-rt
12 the couth 2rd southeast ¢f the

plait site.
.
Renublic Crensote kad for 55 years
dittilled coal tar to ptoduce creo-
srie, the wood rrenrv::'.wc used
in treating telephone poles and
railrozd tics. Soniz of the czul tor
sCe;-ed into il at the site, and the
centaininants kave since found
their woy into ground weater sup-
plics there.

“ll s the responzitility of (S. Louis

Park) u..:cn.‘:!s to resolve the
rro.xr.d water preblem 'Pd provice
the nuosrey for ¢aing 0, N3, Gar-
debring szid \'c-um.n'. She #dded,
howeever, that if ity officisls seek
staic !rn\... for correcting tlm
problem, the PCA would support
such a1cquest.

a hented disputs
with St. lo..'h Park officizls carlie
er this year sepanding the contzmi.
nlrd-"r.-m.. swaler ddcue. A1 that e
time, the thenechairweinen of the

[RL K I G I WG B B2

\Wat:on, v arned in & radio bread-
cist or a “nfar greund waler dis-
aster ... in St. Louis Park.”

St. Lovis Park omrm!s tock cxtep-
tion to Mrs. Waicon's roinaris. in

part because l..e city beugin the
80 -acre Reputlic Creo:zate plaat
site in 1972 to ceveicp a housing

project on iis northern half.

Mhrs., Wetsca later aid lh housing
site, cailed Gzl Porf \ illage, wae
rot &frceted dircetly Ly tii2 pround
water contaminants. She also s2id
th~ city officicls lizd acted respea-

Ble
sibly in monitcring the pot tenti
paiivtion proulens.

g-27~
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v Mere mmrmca'hon caboui'
i c!ean _up costs needed

* . By DU\!\E DUBE were memben o{ the city staff.
: The next step In the process to Mayor lrving M. Stern. I'CA stalf
clean up the creosote site in St. Louis * members, Sandra Gardebring (ex-
Park is to define the costs of the min- * ecutive directnr of the PCA), state
. imal three-part remedy outlined by . legisllwrs and the developer of the
the Minnesota Pollution Control . site. -4
Agency, the city and PCA agreed ata Gardebring outlined a three-part
T . meeting Wednesday afternoon. . plan which she considered W be the
2 -.* The city and PCA also agreed that minimum amount of wurk Lo be done:

- attorneys for both sides would work construction of barrier wells to con-
g together on a document outlining the trol the pollution of underground
. é . Mability of the city for cieaning up the - water systrms: canstruction of a
£ .contamination in the soil left by the-:.treatment facillty to treal Uw waler

ing (imndal relie{ ll'ld pointed out '.
thut the state sct a precuedent In the
matter when it funded past studics ol
the creusote property.

Gardebring said the PCA was vnl-
ling to support the city's quest for
funds but made it clcar that SL Louis
Park would be considered the reo'_
sponsible party fur correcting the
pollution prablem.

“We nced a responsible party and l\ “
think SL. Lauis Park hasto be addrrs- \
seedd Ly us as twe Pesponable party.”

\
.
.
- cpr— .
.

.
—
o
o
.

Rellly Tar and Chemical Company.
The third point agreed upon is that a
timetuble wilkbe warked wut s thut
the state legislature can look iatu
funding for the clean-up measures.
Attending Wednesday's meelmg

pumped from those weils; and the
monitoring of the effectiveness of the
wells. Those remedices are apelled out
in a report by the IPCA.

However. thase arc nat the only
remedies that have been lalked

she said. Later she added. ~The PCA
doesn’l care where the maney comnes
from. n:d Ret (the baerier well work)
slarted.”

Stern volfcred a compromise when -

PCA

about. The Minnesuta Dupartment of To Page 2

+» Health has also issued a repart which
. suggests that the contamination may .- -
be greater than was first indicaled
z 0 and that excavation of the entire site
5 may be necessary if other remedics
. .. do not stop the spread ol the con-
’ . * tamination into the underground
. © . water supplics.
i K : Stern agreed with the PCA's re-
medles but made il very clear that
Ls - the city wusa't going (o tuke the ree
b @ sponsibility for the cost of imple-
L s menting them.
**The city has m intention of spend-
. . ing further moniex, aside (rom (1mj
U ing the city wells tin the arcanr.’
) Stern said. Initially he <aid he wanted
the city and PCA tu go ““hand in ¢ e
han_d" te the puvernor’s ulfice sevke

EKA:LT "Q'
Eqﬁe. [

e ’ ' EXHIBIT I

Rrc /87 .



From Page |

hc suggested the city would put in the
barrier wells if the state would be re

* spunsible for uther remedies. Cost for
.+ the wells is estimaled at $200.000, not
including the cost to construct and

« operate the treatment plant. City.

*. staff pointed out that it wasn't clear
. what kind of treatment plant would
" be needed and noted that even the

formatian about the cost of the prop-
ased solutions peeded to be explared.
Gardebnng said she wanted the city
to get going on the initial part of the
work. Grinnell affirmed her position
adding, “*From the PCA's standpoint
It's important to get started with the
barrier wells.”

The city is anxious W get the prob-

. ‘experts didn't agree an whn mds to. » lem resolved because it has plans for

. bedone.
*. “We think we km\v what to do."
Gardebring responded.e.” - ° ' °
PCA chairman Joseph Grinnell °
53id there was no way the PCA would -
absolve SL Louis Park from financial
obligaton in return for funding of the
*. barrier wells. He suggested the PCA |
would accept a statement that the *
. financing of the barrier wells was not °
; 1o be construed as obligating the city .
tn finance (uture remedies.- *
*  Thecity staf{ reiterated its position ™,
.- that the state is the responsible party
* noting that the city purchsed purch.’
.< aged the land from Rellly. with the
-adviceoﬂhePCAandheal!hboam
City manager Joha Elwell said the
* -pesearch indicates the PCA and city
\ve.re jn full agreement at the time of
s the purchase and the health depart-
4* ment was not interested.**Nobody
%.did anything without: _cmmnung the -
+ other,” he added. ~ . Iy "
“ * State Senator- Robert Lewis sad
«”. “St, Louis Park must have had as-
" * surance or it wouldn't have granted
-  the hold harmless’ clause to Reilly.” -
 a clause which relieved.Rellly of fi-
nancial obligations fer cleaning up °
the praperty.
- Al the limw of the purchase, both
the city and the state had suits
against Rcilly for pollution. The
citly's suil was drmpped with the “huld
hanniess™ cluuse. but the state’s suit
is still alive. After the meeting Wed-
pesday, Gardebring explained to the
Sua that she wasn't sure where Lhe
suit is at this time. She did say, how-
ever, that Reilly may respond to the
suit by pointing to the ‘hold harmless’

clause and the PCA would be in the’

paxition of suing the City of SL Louis

. developing the site into a residential
‘community. In fact, the city council
.and HRA (housing and redevelop-
‘ ment authority) have given the go-
- ahead (o a developer for construction
“of residenlial units on the¢ northemn
" half of the site. Also, as Senator
Rabert Lewis pointed out, the city is
‘retiring bonds on the property and
‘. has a direct financial interest in gete
ting the proposed Oak Park Village -
project off the drawink boards and on
to the old creosote site. I
Last December the PCA gave the
city the OK for work to proceed on the,
"nporthern half of the site because it
felt the pollution in that area had
been removed. ’
At one point in Wednesday's meﬂ-
ing. Steven Chapman, representing
an environmenal group, said the aty
seems o be saying two things—help *
‘us and let us have free rein to develop
‘‘the porthern half. He added that if
there is still a potential health prob-

. lem on the northern half, it is wrong -

{or the city.to proczed with construc-
tion. -

The city responded that the health
department repurt-was insccurate in
parts and thut the city hud answered
the three points raised by the de-
partmunt,

At the conclusinn Mayor Stern
nuted that in addition to trying to
secure state funding for the remedics
he has been in touch with Senatur
Wendell Anderson's office aboul pos-
sible federal (undm;.

E;(L c'l il “62
fage =2

Park.
As Wednesday's meeting drew toa
close, it became clear that more in-

10"
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By JIM MEUSEY

-
questior~ over the {easibill-

Efforts by the city of §4,__ty of G. velcping the area

Louis Park to purchase the

Ttepublic Cresote preperty

have rua iate unexpeocted
complicaticns which cciuld
delcy completion of the
trzasactivn for sometime.

A raceat Denartment
of Heusinz and Urban De-
velopmen: (HUD) engi-
reerting report has raised

for housing and commer-
cial vee.

ROCL. X CIL.SLCN, HUD
depaty crector of cpera-
tions. £2:6 Tuesday HUD
was wait:ng for more infor-
m.atisn {-om the city on the
extont :ol in the atca hes
been iriprognated with
waste substances. A 19790

- 14

From Pags 1

JO"!C JJ.-.C 3:‘! 2"0‘
the St. Louis Park Lousing
and Redeveinpiment Au-
therity. Tuesday evpreossed
disappointinent cver the
delay. lic said ke would
*like to get on with commple-
tion™ of *he cgrecmert.
*With al' ‘the clamer lor
low-cost hensing in the suo-
urbs veu would think they
would

_ns.”" he said.

GLOTTER SAID HUD
requests for inore infornia-
tion aboul Lhe arwsa arc
nothing ricrz than “‘re-
gaests fei wwiormution we
have already furnished
them Wo are just getting
one reason after another
for the delay and 'ne rea-
sons stemn from conlusion
on their part.” he said. .

Glotter said he was not
conseirned uver the clfect
crocseie et in e arca
wouid hiave oa the develop-
mear. e =2id enpuicers
forv e assercd han the pentse
Joms cointd e gurieniad ei-
Yoy with a pond Crasanie
sester: or by 1113 the of-
feeicn aveys it s tal.
R TR 1R N CY LR [H
any Mhoe haldimy sie week
Joss Lot desraMo e Ty

LT SR Y PO

be anxious (o ‘1-...

- Lyia Palcrsua, a pooles-
ear in the Uiaversity of
Minzesola Decoartnient of
Enginesring, cmd Tuesday
he douSied if development
in the area couid be consid-
ered infeasible *°1t may
roquITe Samie ircaiment or
'cnowl ¢i caricinamounts
ef soil.” he vaui, bataf it's
just @ matter & spiilage |

‘don’t think it -vuuld te a

serious rmatter. You can

just remove the top lect ¢, &

soil.”

CITY PLANNER [ill
Thibzult said Gionday that
it wouid te *“a! least a cou-
ple of weeks at hest™ before
a deuision can te expected.
“*We really den’t expeet
approva 2l ¢f our application
ia the near fut--2."" he said.
SHUD appears to Le having
predlems witiia their own
stafi over the feasibility ol
the nroject.

Ty m.(nls have aiso
Leen tirtated by hiiD'e
rémeians? t’ Ve ses
for ciderty hou: :r.g W the
ety ‘fne city tas pigerdy
razeived appaoval ol
UMY - oant vegnest Gs
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law suit filed by the city
ageinst the Republic Creo-
scte eoLpany 167 anczed
viclatiens of poliation laws
cuargzd sgiilag2 tromn pe-
trolcurn prodacts Of com-
pany preperty was saturat-
ing the il ml‘l paanclic
snbtsiancss.

tThe Repubiic Creasate
con"w-' is currentiy phas-
ing ocut its oprration. ‘Tae
plant operatad i s
present locstica n2as Nigh-
way 7 b"'\::::: Lsgisizaz
AV, wnd Jax A f‘...a ot
over M yaors. 15e ¢ 3-
ny's G:ain Work was to i
prenna‘.e wo2d prcw.cts
with erceeate which i3 25
tained by '.!:-.- Gistilztion o
Wworsd 1T or cezltar.

City officials nave rover
indicatad tley expected
sericus problems with U D
over :nnir sequuest ier 3
erant to purchas2 the &J-
scre siie whicti will ~ost
arneoximitely $2 million,
Under terns of the zrplica-
tion, 1'UT0 woul? provide 72
per cone f the rel yrejset
cost of uovelofine the arca

vith the ri'v ferarshng tne
remaimn 25 ver sent. The
citv's effort couta be either
ir. c2:h o0 i fecilities such
ae roz4% and S Severs
al differsmt »lacs Jov Lous.
ing, a:d corrrazieial devel-
on ::wr.\ nave e dr:t R Lp
fb‘ su; :.l’u v.t "l~ Clt_l

planning depaciiacnt.
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5005 minnetonka boulevard o st. louis park, minnesota 55416 « phone (612) 920-3000

Oc*ober 25, 1974

Since the matter has been discussed by your media, the enclosed

news release reflects the official position of the City of St. Lo.i>
Park.

Further repori:s shall be forthcomirg. If yo: have any questions,
\ please contact the City Manager's Office.

Enclosure

RTC L. -0.Cut.3LY
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NEWS RELEASE
10:45 A.M.

CITY OF ST. LOUIS PARK

THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS PARK IS EXTREMELY CONCERNED OVER WHAT IT CONSIDZRS
TO BE IRRESPONSIBLE SIATE?GNTS BY STAFF OF THE MINNESOTA POLLUTION
CONTROL AGENCY. THE CITY IS DISAPPOINTED THAT THE MPCA 'HAS CHOSZXN

TO IGNORE THE STUDIES CONDUCTED FOR THE CITY BY VARIOUS HYDROGEOLOGIC
EXPERTS AND HAS RELIED ON SKETCHY, INCONSISTENT, AND UNVALIDATED

DATA TO DRAW FAR-REACHING CONCLUSIONS AND UNDULY ALARMING AN ENTIRZ

COMMUNITY, AND THE ENTIRE METROPOLITAN AREA.

BOTH THE MPCA AND THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT HAVE KNOWN ABOUT TiZ
CREOSOTE-CONTAINING SOIL SINCE THE EARLY 1960'S. IF THIS SITUATION
THAT THE MPCA HAS KNOWN ABOUT FOR YEARS, REPRESENIS IN THEIR WORDS
“"ONE OF THE LARGEST GROUND WATER CONTAMINATION PROBLEMS THIS STAZZ
HAS EVER HAD', WHY HAS THE MPCA FAILED TO TAKE ACTION BEFORE NOW?
IT WAS THE CITY'S INITIATIVE THAT CAUSED THE CREOSOTE PLANT TO BZ

CLOSED, NOT THE MPCA.
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A HYDROGEOLOGIC STUDY DONE FOR THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS PARK BY

GERALD SUNDE, CONSULTING ENGINEER... ..DONE AT THE REQUEST OF TEE

MPCA, HAS SERIOUSLY QUESTIONED THE VALIDITY OF THE DATA PRODUCED EY

THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT WHICH SHOW TRACE AMOUNTS OF PHENOLS IN

THE WATER SUPPLY. QUOTING FROM ONE OF THE CONCLUSIONS REACHED BY

THIS EXPERT STUDY, "THE EXTREMELY LOW LEVELS OF PHENOLS REPORTED AT
SOME OF THE ST. LOUIS PARK WELLS DISTANT FROM THE SITE (RE?'JBI;IC CREOSOTE)
MUST BE THE RESULT OF EITHER INPUT OF CONTAMINATES FROM OTHER SOURLZS
OR THE ACCURACY OF THE TEST PROCEDURES". THE REPORT CONTINUZS,
“MEASURED LEVELS OF PHENOLS ARE VERY SMALL AND HAVE BEZN RECORDZD I
AREAS WHERE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT CONTAMINATION IS THE RISULT OF IN2TX
AT THE CREOSOTE PLANT, THIS LEADS TO QUESTIONING THE RESULTS OF TESTS

OF OTHER WELLS NEARER TO THE SITE".

A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE QUOTING OFFICIALS OF THE MPCA AND STATE HEALTH .
DEPAR‘D‘IENT STATE THAT THEY ARE CONVINCED THAT PRENOLS HAVE BZ=ZX
NATURALLY TRANSPORTED TO WATERBEARING AQUIFERS. HOWEVER, ANOTEZR
OFFICIAL OF THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT, R.E. FRAZIER, CHIE OF TEE
SECTION OF ANALYTICAL SERVICES, STATED IN A MEMORANDUY TO THEZ DIRECTOR
OF THE MPCA, "..., IT IS INCONCEIVABLE THAT PHENOLS DISCHARGZD TQ TH=
SURFACE OF THE GROUNDS IN ST. LOUIS PARK AREA COULD REACH THE HINCRLZIY
SANDSTONE." THIS STATEMENT IS FURTHER BORNE OUT BY THE CONSULTANT'S STUDY
WHICH STATES THAT VERTICAL SEEPAGE TO THE PRAIRIE DU CHIENAJ ORDOXN
AQUIFERS TAKES PLACE AT THE RATE OF APPROXIMATELY 3% INCHES PER YZAR.
IN THE AMOUNT OF TIME THAT THE CREOSOTE PLAN WAS IN EXISTENCE, IT

1S IMPOSSIBLE THAT CONTAMINANTS COULD HAVE REACHED THAT A.QUIFZR BY

.

NATURAL MEANS.
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THE CITY HAS APPLIED TO THE MPCA FOR A PERMIT TO BUILD A STORM SEWER TO
ADEQUATELY DRAIN THE SURFACE WATERS ON THE REPUBLIC CREOSOTE SIZE.
ACCORDING TO MR. SUNDE'S STUDY, THE PROPERTY AT PRESENT 1S POORLY GRADZD.
AND INFILTRATION INTO THE SOIL IS OPTIMIZED BY THESE EXISTING CONDITIONS.
HE FURTHER STATED THAT THE PLANNED DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE WOULD RELDUCE
THE OVER-ALL INFILTRATION AT THE GROUND SURFACE AND GREATLY RESTRICT THE
ENTRY OF SURFACE WATERS TO THE GRQIND WATER SYSTEM. HE BELIEVES THAT
THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE WOULD BE A BENEFIT TO THE WATER
QUALITY IN THE UNDERLYING AREAS AND THAT POSSIBLE LEACHING OF

CONTAMINANTS WOULD BE NEARLY ELIMINATED.

THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS PARK FEELS THAT IT HAS ACTED IN GOOD FAITH AXND
DONE EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO EVALUATE ANY POTENTIAL PROBLZMS THAT MAY
EXIST ON THE SITE. FROM THE TIME THE ON-LAND DISPOSAL WAS BROUGHT 0
THE ATTENTION OF THE MPCA BY THE CITY AND ENFORCEMENT ACTION REQUESTED,
THE COOPERATION FROM THE MPCA HAS BEEN ALL BUT NON-EXISTENT. THZ

CITY HAS SPENT THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS AT THE REQUEST OF THE MPCA IXN
ORDER TO ANSWER MANY QUESTIONS AND TO FORMULATE POSSIBLE SOLUTIOXNS .

TO PRECLUDE PROBLEMS IN FUTURE YEARS. THE MPCA, ON THE OTHER HAND,

HAS CHOSEN TO DISREGARD THE ADVICE Oiﬂ'lgﬁ EXPERTS IT REQUESTED THE
CITY TO HIRE AND, RATHER, TO RELY ON A LIMITED KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIZNCE

OF ITS STAFF.

AS IN TE PAST, THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS PARK IS MORE THAN WILLING TO
COOPERATE WITH BOTH THE MPCA AND THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT IN ORDEZR

TO ENSURE THAT A POTENTIAL PROBLEM WILL NEVER BE REALIZED AND IS
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DESIROUS OF MOVING AIIEAD AND IMPLEMENTING ALL SAFEGUARDS RECOMMENDED
BY TIUE EXPERTS IT WAS DIRECTED TO MIRE. TIEE CITY IS REQULESTING TIIE
COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE dl" BOTH THE MPCA AND STATE HEALTH
DEPARTMENT IN HELPING THE CITY MONITOR THIS SITUATION AND IMPLENENTING
THE MANY EXPERT SUGGESTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN PUT FORWARD IN ORDER TO
CONTAIN AND PREVENT ANY POTENTIAL EFFECTS FROM THIS LONG=STANDING

SITUATION.
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MINNESOTA STATUTES CIAPTERS 115 AND 116 WIICIL ESTALLISH TilE

" MPCA AND OUTLINE ITS RESPONSIBILITIES CLEARLY STATE THAT

IT IS THE MPCA'S RESPONSIBILITY TO WORK WITH LOCAL UNITS OF
GOVERNMENT IN EVALUATING POTENTIAL POLLUTION PROBLEMS AND IN
DEVELOPi’NG SOLUTIONS. ST. LOUIS PARK HAS PROPOSED, BASED OXN
EXPERT CONSULTANTS' RECOMMENDATIONS, MEASURES TO PRECLUDZ
ANY POTENTIAL POLLUTION PROBLEMS FROM THE CREOSOTE CONTAINING

SOIL.

RATHER THAN AGREEING WITH THESE EXPERT RECOMMENDATIONS OR

PROPOSING ALTERNATIVES OF THEIR OWN, AS IS THEIR RESPONSIBILITY,

THE MPCA HAS MERELY REJECTED THE CITY'S PROPOSALS. THIS LACK OF
COOPERATION AND INITIATIVE ON THE PART OF THE MPCA IS NOT CONSISTENT

WITH ITS LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE CITIZENS OF MINNESOZA.
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: " y - . September o be members of

e |Pollution Agency Shifts Emphasis fo Enforcement i et e 0 Nenne-
also like to see an in| A new director of the Bureau

] to Meet
-5 MINNEAPOLIS — . 1971 Minnesota Legislature for 2 by the local governmental unit. would
1 The Plain- IS Pollution glslat fed| Badalich said the PCA also crease in the penalty, from 83000l Mines was appointed in the
90 days lo $10,000 fine oflinterim and Nixon will review

' ducers Assn. will|abatement enforcement will now !:o!!dlf:"r‘. 2W"‘u“;’"» m‘""l‘gﬁ“n will ask for license fees f and
) or or lice s for nu-
ual  stockholders|be the primary aim of the Min- $1,000 a day for violations. the situation and make addition-
i

a.m. Saturday in nesota Pollution Control Agency, biennium. clear and fossil fuel gencrating

nasium here. John Badalich, executive direc- Badalich said the PCA would|plants, to pay a portion of the al nominations later, Presiden-
tor, said Wednesday. e also press for a state grant in|costs of monitoring such instal-{ o g¢ = tial press secrelary Ronald L. ’

, now has|aid for municipalities so that lations. It will cost up to $50,000 leon Nom»mees Ziegler said. ; w ]

The names withdrawn were .

| inc'de the elec-
y directors. The The PCA, he said -
7 the necessary standards to con- more cost sharing federal funde just to monitor the NSP Montl-
be available for munici-cello piant, he said. To Mefa, Board Rabert N. Stewart of Columbus, B

Ind.; Hugh C. Matlock, Denver, ‘

¢t Lo elect officers| . "Later, air and solid waste would
d oid|palities needing sewage treat| Badalich would also like to Withd
To Be Withdrawn| ... no.u E. Pierce, Ke-

R pollution. From now on,

i ose terms expireligirict enforcement and strici|ment plants. see a legal change so that pollu-

| 1 Ambrose Sinon| compliance are in order.” I the state granted 25 per|lers could be sued in a civil ac-

{ wbel. In line with greater emphasis|cent of the cost, he said, anoth- tion rather than under the pre- WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- logg, 1daho; Kenneth C. Kellar

! — on enforcement, Badalich told ajer 56 per cent could come {rom|sent criminal code. This would|dent Nixon a w o d ..D . > b

" 7,000 government|Citizens League meeting|federal sources, leaving only 20|put the burden of prool on the|day he will withdraw the nomi- Lead, §D.; and Howard L.
-3, the agency wil thepereentdthoeuuobonhedpouw.houm.}u said Nuﬁmdﬂnwupudhmﬂmnd&a-mmw,am.
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In Separzte !
Read Accidents

United Press (nternazional )
“Chestsr A, Curlson, 58.) e i Minneapolis-St. Paul
lled Monday when two! i
«rucks collided ©n a Kandi-! 359 time.

yohi County road near At-

or hirin|
water. tor tiving

His death raised the stat employes.
s T e state .
-traffi 10ll to 165 compared| n' S ueeke, 183 10 1%
with 121 on this date 1ast| e off action because Min-
year. g
Anton Veldhuizen. 62, Wil | B8 m";},"of‘;',,‘:’,‘,"m“::,"“‘".,
*‘mar, Mina., driver of the sec-| gent Hegstrom has been the
- ond truck, escaped serious in-| chief proponent of a ment
jury, authorities said. system to replace the pres-
;. Wiliam Hurd, 51, Inger.|ent practice of having board
+ Minn., was killed Sunday ini members recommend persons
Tan, one<car accident north-|for jobs, and he headed a
west of Grand Rapids, Minn.,| committee that had studied
il'tl wag reported )‘"'ﬂ&'}'- the matter. .
urd wag a passenger In 8| poogirom's committee
car driven by Dariel Aldrich, gstrom
also of Inger. came up with a plan to hire
| ]

. a personnel director to work
Two Killed in Crash

with the board in establish-
ing ﬁl” merit system tailored
> . or district .
?f Navy Trainer Yok s eopul
.~ PLASTER CITY. Calif—UP)| up yesterday, however, Min-
=Two Navy fliers were|zteapolis 6th Ward Aldermaz
Klled Monday when their|Jens Christenson and Nathan
728 prepeller-driven trainer, Harris, another Minneapolis

Sl < 7 Jiti

Action on Metit Plen

o Sanitury District postperied! be ceferred until ail members
=ural Atwater, Minn. Was:aerion Monday, for the sec-| were present.

ime, on a step toward; They pointed out that Ar-
' establishing a ment system' nold Imsdahl, St. Paul, who
and promoting: had a special interest in the

SIS

1 board member, urped that it

matter, was absent. He had
ybeen present eaclier in the
i meeting.
| Hegstrom contended that
delays because some member
| has left the meezing cculd 30
. on indefinitely.
; He was the only board
' member to vote against de-
. laying the matter.
- In other acuon yesterday,
:the board received a finan-
| cial report for district opera-
tions last year, It showed
|tha total costs for operation
land maintenance last year
{ were $2,234,520, or $187.991
more than in 1966, Payroll
and the surt of
seccndary sewage treatment
last year accounted for most
of the increase, according to
| Kerwin Mick, chief engiceer
|and superintendent of the
| district.

‘frashed and burmed on the;
.desert 3 miles northeast of|
“Plaster City, the Navy said. |
=Killed were the pilot. Lt

Loren W. Sorrick, 27, of|
Coalinga, Calif., and the co-|
%}ot. Lt. Georpe D. Theroux.!
, of Centercale, R.I. |
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Says Hoski

1 | trial concluded Monday that

1
i sane when he allegedly killed
ihlg wife and four

1
1
1
8| Aug. 18
1

| B
1 Views and interviews ol=-

Ywhe influence @ vorietyl |

:.l teday’s theught cld:{“mz_

goction—their 40D yeer . Hogkins, 30, is charped

gbackgs § | with shooting his wife and

] . eee 1 burning hig Pearl Lake, Minn.

] Guont: | farm house in which his four

8 Dr. Dena Mcleca Greeley g |children were siesping.

| Provcdont of Uarares- gt Meshl's opinion corre-
Bosiea ded with that crpressed

§ Uwversenw
- D ) 5D G SO B B . .. .

ist who examined

Second Psychologist

A second expert witness in|after the crimes were com-
fithe David Hoskins murder! mitted. 1
) Meehl said he based his

the defendant was legally in-

Paul Meehl, a professor
1 | psychology at the University
of Minnesota, told Ramsey
District Court that Hoskins
8 Unitarian - Universalists § ' was unable to know the na-
ture of his acts and the dif-
ference between right and

—— ___-_____-c:m:" in the tnal by Dr.
IEESEBCEIREOEECE |Carl Malmquist, a psycha-

ns Insane

opinions on interviews and
pschological testing of the de-
fendant.

1f Hoskins is found to have
been insane and not criminal-
ly respoasible for the crimes,
he wil be committed by
Judge Ronald Hachey to a
state mental institution for
treatment.

On cross-examination, pro-
secutor Gerard Snell asked
whether a defendant might
be “inclined to tamper with
the truth”

lwlplyr.bologin.
Meehl, however, insisted
that Hosking took the psy-
chological testg “with a
scrupulous cars to be ac-
curate.”

iwile idedlad 1 il

1
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By DAVID JORDAN | h¥ i
Minneapolis Tribune Staff Writer 4 1"4
con:ﬂa Louis Park City| 1! "
uncil gave prelimipary a3-; |} |
proval Monday night to tze! ¢ | ]
city’s propnsed air-pollution: i

control ordinance, then re-. | ®
ferred it t0 a committee for:
possible amer.dments. !

Tre council rmeeting drew:
about 70 pe-sons to City Hall,;
many of whomn offered com-
ments on the ordinance dur-!
ing a discussion wkich lasted:
more than thres hours. N

ACTING ON a motion by!

Councilman Richard Koch.:1g.
the council referred :Mllo.oo,u

PICTURZ ERARIES |

FS’C"J'?}'?:;To Are Charged

Y= o
'.ﬂ

Q > #e” 17 Jws 38§ ia the $3.0C0-oius armed rob-
Y Eeanst :rc.:: 3?’1" e >t Cashwar Food Store,
B fEiure RERD! '4 '92: Olscn Merorial Hwy.
1y rff,"wc_::i . 7 wvere each charzed with ag-
a T es mrconasT AVE ¢ sravated robbery in warrants
M oA IR 0N g ] s1gned Monday by Minneapo-
- i o iis police.
PHENRRIZARSS Officers identified the men
EETaEZANBOIIRIBI g joese Tatum, 22;;::‘“:
: S Tirs | kee. Wis., and I in
» QNENGUR PLATLTIPET, | Witey, 30,1204 Newson Av.
Care of immearately | "'

Eleates Servze, '
Qopcute Dasrons

NICOLLET

D ANTIST

Dary

iia City Jail

E.L-.‘:.»'-.‘:‘ DENTAL 138,
o) Wi six o | i two robbery

‘in Milwaukee. police said.

Both men are being held

2 fdinnesotans

Killed inVielnam

in Armzg RaBL2IY 1wo men cives areal

jovs B vician, G

ifense Deparument said Moo~

ordinance to a nine-member| gg‘:
committee to be made up oi| ;.40 w
city oificials, representauces: °° 2
of industry ard the localj P
Chamber of smerce, resi-: 00 P.
dents and a University of:  Giiio
Minnesota professor. : mode
Councilman Frank Howard: ¥:30 P-
s3id the committee shoula _ C=!
work toward a “reasonapie.. 9.C3 TN
realistic ordinance,” one that “Sra
would be “fair and enforce- €:39 2;
able.” | King
The ordinance — presum-. €:30C 7
ably amended by the cor=m:t- ey
tee—will come up for furtiier sive
consideration at a specia;, visic
meeting of the council llay, Beg
3. | 630 P
Representatives of busi-: on'
ness and industry express:d| 7.00 P
reservations about the orci-l “To
nance during the discussion.! 7:20 F
Eugene R. Strommen, ex-| 10
ecutive manager of the St 8:00 F
Louis Park Chamber of Com-! on'
merce, said the city shouid: 8:0) [
postpone making “a unilaier-: Hes
al commitment to its own| An;
legislation.” i het
HE SAID other fovem-i oo
ment bodies, includinz the! g.09)
state and federal jovern-, e
ments, the Metropolitan! ¢
Council and the Hennepin| g6 |
County League of Municipa!-! ~ "oy
ities either are moving LOWard ' pe—me
or alreadv hme meane of.
dealing with air pollution. !}
St. Louis Park should es-
tablish a deadline with the| . ,
other movernment bodics, aft- 1:,..:r

er which the city would| ¢°
wdopt its own ordinance if!
the other bodics haven't al-|
ready taken steps om au-
i pollution control, be said. |

He also urped that “excep-
tries. ) i

Thomas Reirsgord, at-!|

day.

They were Pfc. Eugere C.
Johnson. son of Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald S. Johnson, 437 15th
Av., South St. Paul. and Capt.
Bill W. Deetz, whose wife
lives at 6003 Abbott Av,
Edina.

tomey for Repudiic Creosas-.;
!img Co. Which has a plart in
! St Louis Park. said his cilents
|were trying to prevent the: u
|ordir.:nco from buing “an at-

tack or vendetta on Repubiic’

Creosoting.”

HE SUGGESTED that anyi

Ruins Yield Bodies

GENOA, Italy — (8 — The
bodies of a boy, 12, and his
sister, 6,

a landslide Thursday.

ware extracted
Tatum also was wanted on | Monday from the ruins of an
warrants issued |apartment house crushed by

legislation on air poliution be
deferred until after fedanall
| s;andards are drawn uo 2nd!
| equipraent needed to comp!y|
iwith the law is made avail-}
1able through mass produc-!
tion.

Reirsgord, citing the com-
plexity of the problem, aisd!
maintained that enforcing the)
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sit Gotrts T

witk < - ™= “How Life begins”
v Ny nce e sagores
YOIL N the miracle 'nynd munp:eo:vud

Tife from one-cel!ad animals O
man himsaif. Truth unfelss
wnp simplicity ernd awezome

- ma temes dnilans sm

1% e
m;‘b ww.ldm fbeh"bc?ﬂnd‘ tgel‘gz,:éé
ca of the City of St.i);
Tonts Parce 7 O SMieRE
Harold J. Paulus, professor|
of environmental heaith at!
the University of Minnesota,|
endorsed the ordinarce, al-: §{34™
though objecting to som
specific points. i
| "I think this is a good ordi-'11¢
inance,” he said. “It's strict.; '™
tBut it's better to be strict:
jnow than stricter in five!
years.” ?
I Azvart'tame=t

5:33 tem
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By JIM MEUSEY oy
St. Louls Park and the State of Min-
{ . mesola have joincd forces to take legal
| aclion against the Republic Creosote
| plant fer alleged violations of state and
city pollution ordinances. '

The City Council, In a speclal meet-

- . Ing Tuesday night, unanimously passeda

“resolution calling for the cily to join the

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(PCA) Ina suit against the local plant.

MAYOR FRANK JIOWARD, along

with counciimen Jim Heltzer, Dick -
l Graves and members of the city staff,
appcared before the PCA Monday to
request the combined action. The Altor-
ney General's office will handle the sult
for both the city and the state. Under the
joint action, the state can make no slipu-
lations In regard to the creosote plant
. without city approval.

In a statement before the PCA How-
ard said the crgosote plant has constitut-
ed a major pollution problem for St. -

 Louls Park. He sald the city has re-
. celved “countless complaints about nox-
lous odors” coming from the plant.

> goedst

- . o RS-

BEX )

Howard said the city staff has beenin

contact with creosote officials many. -
times to advise them of St. Louls Park’s. .

desire to help the company comply with

" the city’s air pollution ordinance.

lic Craosofe

“Unfortunately,” lloward said, “Re-

public Crcosote has delayed taking the

* measures necessary {o enable it to com-

ply with the pollution ordinance. It has

not installed the necessary equipment to

stop its air pollution.” .
DURING A DISCUSSION with com-

mission members, lloward was asked If |

the company had recelved sulficlent
time to comply with the city's pollution
regulations. He replicd that Republic
Creosole had two years to comply with
the ordinance which took elfect June 14,
In 1908 St. Louls Park became the first

city In Minnesota to adopt an afr pollu-_ -

tion ordinance. s

Howard also cited a letter dated Nov.
15, 1968 that was sent to Republic Creo-
sole by the PCA stall requesting the
company correct a surface drainage
area thought to be In violation of state
ordinances. ' .

P17/ 70 5
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THE MAYOR SAID a PCA stall re-

port in April of this year further indicat- -

ed the plant is discharging waste sub-

stances onto the ground and into a ditch,
draining its premises onlo adj>ining:
property and into storm water ponding"

areas causing ‘‘water pollution prob-
lems.” * - -
{“This discharge constilutes another

serlous form of pollution that must be

stoppcd." Howard said. ““The discharge
Is not only polluting surface water but is
also sinking Into the soll and saturating
it with phenolic substances. : ;

*“This appecars lo be creating a fur:
ther pollution problem that is now being

studied by the staffs of the city and PCA -
to determine If remedial action Is re- .

quired,” Howard said.

_ The Republic Creosote plant Is locat-
ed near Hiway 7 belween Louisiana Ave,

and Oak Hill Park. The company im-
pregnates wood products with creosote.

Creosote is obtained by distillation of .

wood tar or coal tar and is used to pre-
serve wood. The plant has been in Ilg
present location over 50 years.
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PCA, suburb agree on Lazard, to a pa?

By DEBRA BUCK
Minarspula Star Stall Wrltes

St. Louls Park and the Minnesota
Pellution Control Ageacy (PCA)
generelly agreed yesterday on
ways to solve that city's ground-
water pollution problem but not oa
who will pay for it.

The problem was discovered In
1973 when the Minncsota Health
Deyartmen: reported that low lev-
els of chemicals from the Republic
Cregsote Co. plant at Hwy. 7 and
Louis:izna Av. S. had spread Into
th surrounding suil and seeped
110 St. Louis Park wells. Afier the
suburb bought the company prop-
erty In 1973, the plant was torn

down. But the pollutants remain I
the ground.

David Gray of the ‘state health
department told the PCA yesterday
the ?rob!cm is a “significant potea-
tial" health hazard.

PCA OFFICIALS said yesterda
that some wells in St. l.ouis Parl
must be scaled off and several
wells must be built to avoid further
water contamination.

PCA Chalrmaa Joseph Grinnel
sald he feels St. Louls Park should
g:y for preliminary remedies. Bul

. Louls Park Mayor Irving Stern
sald yesterday that the state should
pay for all remedial action.

“We are convinced that this is an

-

10B «
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area-wide protlem and the respoa-
sibility for corrective rmcasures
rests with the state and Its 23ca-
cles,” Stern sald st the PCA's
monthly meeting.

The PCA voted yesterday to re-.
quire St. Louls Park to aisume re-
sponsibility for solving its contami-
naticn problems but altered part of
its resolution directing the city to
set up a timetable for compleling
the work. *

Instead, the city and the PCA
agreed to meet during the next 30
day's to discuss what steps the city
will take.

The agency also voled down &
resolution that would have re-
quired the PCA to take legal actioa
against the city It locel olficials
failed to Implement measures to
correct the soil and ground-watcr
contamiration caused by the creo-
sote plant.

THE CITY INHERITED the
problem In 1973 when it bought
the 80-acre Republic Creosote
plant after the company ceased op~
eration.

- phenol had

Both the PCA and St. Louls Park
officials dlscusced the possibility
erday of making a joint spp2al

tke siate for moncy.

The board sgrved Lo amend ks
resolutions after Stern ard City
Atty. Wayne Popam convinced
the PCA that ks city should pot
have to pay for corvective actlon
because, after St. Louls Park
bought the property, the PCA said
there was po ground-water con-
tam!nation. - o

Stern sald a 1668 Minnesota
Health D:spartment ground-water
study reported no pollutios, al-
though 8 joint study conducted by
the city and the PCA found that
phenols were leaking from the
plant. i

Phenols are chemical derivatives
of creocots. Creosote Is an olly sub-
3“« ussd as a wood preserva-

ve.

Popham said that after the PCA
told the city there was no ground-
water problem, St. Louls Park
d a clavse In its sgreement
JKE Repudlic Creosote thet would
have held the company Mable for
potlution damage.

IN 1873, the state hesith d=part-
ment discovered that low levels of
d into some mu-
nicipel wells near the plant. Subse-

quent studies revealed the pres-

ence of two suzpected cancer-pro-
ducing chemicals—benzyprene and
chryscne—in the soil over most of
the site.

PCA officlals sald yesterdsy the

" baha Creek.

e

® ¢
qujiﬂ
' KT

dalen g
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;r:bltm tay Reve sprecd to E 2ay
e FCA stalf repert, preseni.d
aslerhy by PCA poolezist Dt'e

Ikry, recommended thattha ety

8¢30 up ehndorad wels to poes

went to sprecd of the ecriaminants,

Dn’'4 new wells to flcsd out pole

luted water. .

Tha report sald wat=r puancd .
out by the

new wclly o cull be

treatet for the removal of ¢
compounds before it Is diclax~d
Into the scwer cysiem of Jiare-
« &
A system should be ev-Visted
to menltor the effectivec-c3 of the
new wells and other wells should+
be bullt to monitor the spread of
contamineats, the report sa'd.

LA I

The cost for thess firat sicwez wny
estim2:2d 12 be Qaiween $30.C9.

and $23C,000.

PCA CIAEYAN Griapel siid -

that St. Louis Perik shouid tegin to
take these stepr, but Mayoe Stern
repeatcd thet the eity wwol'd “aee
sume no responcibilly” for the
costs.

State Fealth department officils
warnad that ex:zvation ef the 'and |
may become !'-x:.'&rt Ifth: acw
wells foll 13 coatrel tiis 2prced of
the pclivtl:a saud he rccommendd
thet all ccastruction on the site be
halted. )

The city had planned to Ceveip
the site into a resid:ntiel area tut

tera s2'd &t piotably-veuld halt
cocsirzstiza at last until the prod-
e cos:ld be discussed furth-r.

.
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By DIANE DUDE

The next 30 dave will play a sig-
nif:cant part an the Gature of Oak
Park Viace. Thatas the amount of
Gime the Manmesata Pellution Control
Auveney haos giventhe City of SL Loms
Park to werk with the PCA stalf and
prepare seme kil of program for
correcting; the setl pollutisn problem
at tw creesele property.

Tuesday several members of the
PCA b rd mode stvery clear that it
e to step ik about studies of
the preblem and start deing some-
e te < e ke Butien

Wihile 31 Lows Pars teldthe PCA it

wasadl g tedowaatis ncfessary lo
pro bt 'I,n Lealth ind <afety of resi-
denis. Maver Irving M Stern made it
vy clear that e aty will not ac-
cept Binanaal responsiinty for the
Troreclive measures

The neariy tao hours ef discussion
covered ail aspects ef the problem at
Reiily Tar and Chemical Company. a

WOnNis

plant operation which began in 1917,
The plant distilled coal tar into pitch
and creosote which was used to im-
prepnate woad for preservation pur-

ay the PCA staff issued n re-
port calling for the carrying oul of
additional studics and corrective
measures. The Minnesota Health
Department alse issued a report
which said the problem was much
more serious than Lirst thought and
called for the implementation of
more stringent measures flian the
PCA advocated.

THE HISTORY

In the Iate 19605, the city began ef-

forts to abate the water and air pal-
lutien al the Reilly preomses, Stern
told the PCA. because the strong
adors cmanating from the creosole
distiliing process became a “'serions
nuisance and potential health prob-
lemn to surrounding residential and
business arcas.” The city and PCA

Friday, October 28, 1977

IS

Lboard wants act’ n;
SOMe moeney

broupht legal actien apamst the com-
pany o require compliance with air
pallution regulatons.

In early 1971 the company indi-
cated its intentlion o cease operation
and the city later purchased the
property. Prior o purchase, Stern
explained. the ety contacted the PCA
to determme what reclamation would
be required

“At this time. the PCA indicated
that af the city should acqmree this
land. sealant sl conld be placed on
the surface and no exeavation of the
contaminated soil would be re-
quired.” Stern sand, addingg that the
city relied on tus statement and
ceased its insistence on an inde-
mmhcation agreement from Repub-
lic Creasote and agreed (o bhuy the
property without such a clause.

Sice then the oty has prepared o
residential develapment plan for the
arca (Oak PPark Village) and has
constructed storm sewers and some
roadways on the Land n question.

THE I'ROBLEM
Studies have teveaied that chemi-

cal residues from the creasote apera-
S hon have entered the underground

waler supphes: Alsos the sl samples
indicate luph concentratiens of PAL
(polynuclear aramatic hvdrocar-
bonsyan the serl as low as 32 and 50
feet Tests also mhicate amounts of
two known or suspected carcimogens
in the sml ’

In November of 1975, Barr En-.
gincermg conducted o study and de-
termened. after the iest phase of the
report, that thers were low levels of
contiinunants m the tep 10 1o 15 feet
over most ef the site and there were
hysher concentiaticns on the south-
crn part of the site

The second or final phase of the
study looked at the vertical and her-
zoental pround water fiow and deter-
nuned that there were ieth concent-
ratons of wasde S0 feet down and that
the wardes had moved Tatera'ly at
least 1000 feel. The projection is that

the phenalie concentratiens are hikely
moving southeastward ot rates of 30
(o 150 feet per year.

Barr also concluded that the un-
cased wells in the arca provide path-
ways for contanunaled waler to

Jreach the lower water levels

Barr reviewed treatment of city
walter. excavation of contaminated
soils, well abandenment and gradient
control wells as possible wavs to cor-
rect the theeat of greund water con-
tamination, and concluded that best
of action would be as follows:
andon wells an the area
bounded by Texas Ave.. Minnctonka
Boulevard. Highway 100 and Min-
nchaha  Creck  and  Excelsior
Boulevard to close patential path-
wayvs for the wovement of coal-tar
denvativesto the lower water levels;

—abanden ety wells 1,2 and 3,

—gradient cantrol wells should be
constructed and water pumped from
these wells with the more highly con-
taminated water treated and dis-
charged to the Minnchaha Creck;

—more studies should be con-
structed to define the treatability of
the ground water and determine the
potentia) health hazard

THE PCA REPORT

The PCA reviewed the Barr report
and concluded that the well aban-
donment should he carried out im-
mediately. Stern siud the aity has in-
iated the abandonment and perma-
nent closure of three of the city wells

The PPCA also hsted several areas
which necded further study and sup-
ported the Barr recommendaticn
that barrier wells be constructed to
contiun the centanunation

However, the PCA nated that af the
barnier wells do nat functien as an-
hepated or if the studies identify
other sigmhicant problems, “addi-
tiwnal cortective measures may be
required 7 The PCA veport also sind
hmited untreated diseharges e the
ity sewer sestem <hanld be allosed
inovder o colleet sulficwent data for,
treatment phant desyn

THE HEALTH
DEPARTMENT REPORT

The health departine nt's tepart, is-
sued Tuesday, wad the contamina-
ton posed sipmbeant potenti! Bealth
problems ad threatoned the beavily
waed underground water sources.
Conztruction in the Oak Park Village

L A TRt e & R S

chrild cease

complete envienerens ey ol
the srea. sind Do ¢ romthe
health department Th calth de-

partment sind deeper barrier wells”
may be needed and excavatinn of the
site may be neceszary

Gray alsn mentiencd the pazsibility
of air-boine compeunds which ce uld
pose a problem. The departmer:t ad-
vocates further studics

FUNDING AND REAILLY

There wasn't any dicagreement
Tuesday over what needed to be
done Stern sard several tmes that
the city was willing and ready to
work with the state tomplemert any
measures it feels noeessary to pre-
tect the health ¢f the aitizers

The problem 1s wha wall pay for it
Stern argued that the respons:bility
did nat fall to the city because it
didn’t put the contamirants in the
snil. Because tha prebiem has area-
wide siznmificance and because the
state funded the past studies. the fi-
nancial responsihiiaty wesld legicaiiy
fali to the state. he arqued

PCA beard member Niarion Wat-
scn agrecd that there seems o oe a
shared respensbility but caairvan
Joseph Grinnell said it wasa't at all
unrcasonable to expect the o1ty te
fund the £200 009 capital cc.!s for
barrier well contructirn. centirued
monitoring and well abandenment
and $16.000 for nperating ccsts for the |
barrier wolls in view cf the mag.
atiude cf the problem.

Stern advocated o jeintapproach tn
the state legislature, even o the
governer's office by the city. PCA
and healih departmient to sesyre fise
funds =1 the werk

Vil the PCA duLin't ceamn : ) Lave
any real ohpertion 1 this the
cencere that such avertures vl
take tune and ot was smpaortant o
take action immedia? u-

There as ene area of relicf that tke
PCN wiiy - ot ats peyd et
Both the .\l’l" aned the ¢
sl ngaest Redis Lok e A
19705, but enly the ety withdres ais
suil when St Lewss PPark purchased
the Lind

The state’s suit against Reilly for
pollution contral violations is stil)
prndings ond special assastant aiter.
ey general Wiilllam Docohie said
the I'CA board may want ty comsider
reactivating that case, The caeds in
limbo in Heonepin County Iistrict
Court,
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By Laur'lc Illkl
, Staff Writer .
( t. Louis Purk officials turned oa -

.ontaminated wells twice last week
(o replenish the city water supply,
exercising for the first time @ poll-
cy that allows use of the wells in
the event of a severe waler short-
age.

The wells were uted 10 offset a
criucal loss of water system pres
sure before a city sprinkling ban
was imposed Friday. City officials
said (hat baaning spriakiling earlier
would have ehminated the need to
use the wells, bul they said they
saw little threst to the pubdlic
bealld o using the water.

Tbe four wells, shul dowan in the
late 19703 after evidence of coo-,.
tamination by potentislly cancer-
cauting coal tar compounds was
found, were returned (o service
July 27 for three hours and July 29
for 244 hours. -

The water was pumped Inlo vart-
ous city reservoirs, where it mixed
with waler drawn [rom clean wells
and went out Lo households in duu(-
ed form. ‘

With the exception of the north
Illd northwest corners of the city,

holds throughout the ¢

nily received (he waler: Wells 7
and § sent water (o (he reservoir at
Cedar Lake Rd. and Louisiana Av.
Well 4 water was pumped (0 an

Is Park water system. “We don't
say It's risk-free. but it is & very,
very, very low risk.” be said. _

And Dick Koppy. SL Louls Park
Public Works director, sald using
the contaminated wells posed less
of & (hreat than the possibility of a
fire withoul sufficient waler pres-
sure lo lignt IL

A policy stating that the contami-
nated wells would be brought into
use in the event of a severe waler
shortage was adopted by the city
council and spproved by the health
department ia April. There was no
public hearing on the plan, dut res-
Idents were notified in a newslel-
ter. .

The policy provides that the public
be notified of the use of the con-
taminated wells, should residents
wish (0 find an allternalive water
source. said Convery. The Star and
Tribune was noufied Friday after-
noon that the wells had been used
the previous Tuesday snd Thurs
dey. Koppy said that anyone draw-

.Ing water within 24 hours of the

pumping period may have used
some of the water from Lbe wells.

Water Superintendent Vern Tol-
lefsrud calied Koppy st home July
20 to alert him to a serious drop in
water pressure. Nermally,
pressure in the system Is 60 to 70
pounds, Koppy sald. Gauges
showed the pressure al below J0

underground storage tank at 4ist
St. and Naichez Av. Waler drawn
from Well 15 went into 8 siorage
tank at 29t SL. and ldaho Av.

rinking the waler presenied an

«posure of about 1/100,000 of the
permissible lhifeume exposure (o
the coa! tar compounds. said Mike
Convery, 8 bealth department hy-
drologist who monitors the St. Lou-

dunds, “which is getting low ia
terms of fire protection,” be said.

Koppy directed Tollefsrud to tum
on (he contaminated wells. The fol-
lowing dwy, City Manager Jim Rri-
meyer was informed of the water
shortage. He made the decisinn (0o
impose a sprinkling ban Friday By
last Thursday. the water supply
was down again. Sysiem pressure
dropped below 30 pounds and the

four enntaminated wells were back
In action 8 second ime along with
eight other city wells. °

The sprinkiing ban will remain In
effect Indefinilely, probably until
some Lime in Seplember, Brimeyer
faid. Residenls al odd-numbered
sddreszes are acked (o sprinkie
oaly on odd-numbered days. Resi-
dents at even-numbered addre<ses
are asked to sprinkie only on even-
numbered days. Everyone is asked
to refrain from sprinkling between
Jand 9 p.m. every day.

Once the decision (0 impose a ban
was made, It would not have been
po=tible to enforce it earlier than
Friday because il look Ume to con-
tact newspapers and radio and
teievision stations. Brimeyer said.
Press releases were mailed last
Thursday.

The city did not contact the media
by phone 1o get word out earlier
becsuse uniess prinied releates
are provided. reporiers gel lhe
message wrong, Bnimeyer said.

In both cases of using the contami-
nated wells, pumping was done af-
ter 10 p.m.. when (be waler drawn
would be more likely to go first
into a reservoir and then oul Into
e system. KdPpy said.

“In our opimien, (he @lution factor
was a3l the optimum.” he said. But
he added, “we really don’t know
whal (hat dilution faclor does af
the {ap It would be nice 10 have a
monitoring program so acute that
when you (urn wells on, you'd
know exactly what the dilution fac-
for 1s ol Ihe tap. Bul we don’l have
that information.”

If the wells are turned on again,
Kopp) said. he and Toilefsrud will
lest the waler from (heir own
home taps

"0USs Pa K “orced to use "¢ ‘nicd wells

Samples of the water drawn from
ihe contaminaled wells were taken
8l the wellheads. Results of the
tests will not be available for an-
olher week 3

Foreseeing 8 water shartage prob-
lem this summer, SL Louis Park
last fall took emergency measures
(o expedite the dnilling of 3 new
well and (o connect the city's water
system with Plymouth's.

Water began to flow in the Plym-
outh hook-up this week. Bul even
bad it been in operation last week,
it would not have eased the water
shortage enough (0 avoid use of the

e

‘e 4

117213
contaminaled wells, Koppy said. 3
"ot

The new well wauld have ‘<aved
the situation. but although driling
started this spring in plenty of jyne
o bring the well into use by sum-
mer, cave-ins slowed and finally
haited the drilling. Otficials from
the city and health Jepartment are
considering whether the drilling
site shuuld be abandoned fur an-
other.

St. Louis Park Is slso studying the
cost and benefit of a bookup lo
Minneapolis.
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living level..

Your Woodbridge
one-of-a-kind.

® St Bdsmmmangion,
From $123.500.

: The man
who will do the finish work
__onyour townhome
builds violins on weekends,

It shows. Every visitor who inspects
Woodbridge is moved to comment about the
craltsimanship and the air of substance.

And cach Woodbridqge townhome is truly
custom-built Belore we pound the first nail,
you work with our resident desiyner
to devclop a floorplan that’s all your own.

\aulted ceilings. fireplaces. skylights,
walk-in closets. saunas whirlpools, workshops,
spacicus privale dechs lor each

Airtually aiything is possible.

%...and leave the outside tasks to me”

One meite el of [ 394 Lake CTv. R4, IR 10 Dknmington Ferry RA. and
Itk LhWe MaodLIWIQe sorrn. @ Masrt: a8 6448 (NTice: BAB-9561

townhome will be
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ATTENTION:

¥R, C. Fs

 Creosote Plant Warned

o S'E‘GP Water Pollution

Republic Créosote Company
has been contacted by the
State Water Pollution Control

Agency regarding inadequacies
in the treatment and disposal
of company's industrial waste.

—=—1it was learned this week.

*“As you know, it is the
responsibility of every indus-
try in the state,” George
Koonce, acting chiel of the
agency's industrial and other
wastes section, said in his

notice, '‘to adequately treat its
wastes prior to discharge in or-
der that these wastes do not
cause pollution of surface or
underground waters of the
state. £
““Laboratory test results of
the industrial waste discharges
and the run-off water which
., comes in contact with creosote
" deposited on the company
grounds indicate a high level.
of thenolic materials and visual
observations of waste  water
discharges from the company'
show that it contains petroleum
products.”” Koonce's notice con-
tinued.
- “STEPS MUST be initiated
 correct these conditions.
. **The company should emplox
3 consulting engineer to inves-
tigate the companv s waste
water treatment needs and
draw up plans to be subnutted |

(1o tlus agency for review and
should notifv this ottice by let-
i ter not later than Dec. 30, 1968,
jconcerning its  preliminary
‘plan ftor adequate treatment
ot the plant wastes.” the no-
tice continued

The proposed Louisiana Ave-
:nue extenswon and Highway 7
| interconnections now heing
drawn up by the consulting
firm of Howard. Needles. Tam-
men and Berdendnff will de-

I pend a great deal upon proper

drainage which will unvolve the
creosote company’'s land. a
city spokesman said this week.
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" By Doo Doumeyer
Staff Writer

yhe city of St Louis

Park has criticized the
Minneceola Poliuticn Con-
trel  Agency (PCA) for
making  what the ciuty
calls Sipresponsibie siates
ynents’  that were colt-
tained in a Dispacch stovy
last Thursday.

IN TIAT story. a siate
pollutien ofticial ex-
pressec concern that £0
acres of creosote-sosked
jand in the wester: sub-
uth could create “ene of
{he largest groundwater
contamination problems
this stafc has ever had."

In a nows relcase jesued
Jaler, the city®i St. Lows

Purk acensed (he agency
of using "'sketchy. incon-

" sistent  and unvcliduted
data to dvaw far-reaching
conclusions and unduiy
alarming an entire com-
ity and  the entire
*metrapolitan arca.”

The land, which St
Louix Park has stated far
rosidential development,
was until 1972 the site of a
plont where coul tar was
distilled into creesote, @
wonil preservative.

T, CREOSOTE has
saturated  the land 1o
d.pths of G5 feet in places,
2ad PCA water quality
enzineers are fearful that

i 2raundwealer systems un-
Jerlyine St. Louis Park,
and possibly other com-
ypunitics, may have be-
come contaminated.
~ 7The city, in ils news ¥e- |

“lezse (and as eariier re-
ported in the Dispatch)
seid their consultants
found in their weli-moni-
toring very smaull traces
of. a contaminant con-
tained in the -creosote.
The cousultant also soid
the contaminant. a phen-
olic substance. could not
be pesitively attributed to
the creosote source.

The city also aceusad
tne FCA of nnt conperat-
‘ne when the situation
was first discovered sever-
al vears ago. but instead
velving on. the “limited

.

nowledze  and  experi-
.n(-g.-" of the ageney's
statf.

T CITY has been
iping the ageney lu ac-

GANN20A
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cept the conclusions of its
concultant  and issue a
permit for the consiruc-
tion of a slorm sewer so
the lund can be devel-
oped.

The ageney, however,

feels thal once deveiop-
. ment begins. a solutizn to

the poteuntinl problen: will
bz made much more ditfi-
cult and costly.

The city of St. Louis
Park did not criticize the
Dispatch story ner 2n afti-
cial of the state Healih
Departinent,  who diz-
closcd in that story that
traces of Benzpyrene. a
cancer-causing substarce.
have been found in sam-
ples of soil tuken at the
site.

THERE HAS been no
suggestion that bhenspyre
cne has been found in well
water or groundwater. but
instead the concern on the
part of pollution -and
health officials that the
presence af onc pollutant
in water-bearing ferma-
tions is an indication that
other contaminants also
be present. '

\While St. Louis Park
has said its tests are con-
clusive, the two state
agencies say more testing
must be done belore they
will know for sure wheth-
er subterrancan  wallr
sysiems are contaminat-
ed. :

St. Louis Park has indi-

~eated it might take the

I'CA to court in an ¢ffort
to force issnance of the
storn sewer permit.

|
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By STUART BULLION James Colcinen, assistari director of tie health
St. Louis Park city officials last week carried department's environmental healtis division. exp-
their side of the Creosote redevelypment area storm lainad that test results vere “pot vaexnected” —
sewer controversy 1o the governor’s office. Loth chemicals being commoniy fewid in coul-ter
City manager Chris Cherches aud city hall ad- wisies of the tyne Repuilic Creosote dinaped onthe
ministrative assistant Sesen Vierkman met last surface of the site for zbout 30 years.
Wednesday and hersday with Tom itcim, assistant Phenols are not a heaith hazard. Coleman exp-
to Gov. Wendell Anderson. Chierchics and Workman lained. but can add roxisus oder and taste to witer,
bricfed Jielm on a 13-uge charcaocivgy of the situa- especially wnen combined with chlorine. Berz-
tion dating back to February 1438, pyrene, which he emphasized had Leen found eniyin
1 - . - . g -1y 1 -~
Cherches reported Friday the meeting had been z"‘z“-‘ §°‘l ',-*J"‘P‘CS- "0" In any |“.-“‘-"f BUPDIES. ’N:S
“helpfui” In presentin . a “compicte picture’” of the cen }.nox-.n to cause cancer in laboratory Animais.
problem in which the state Foilution Control Acency . In the chronvlogy delivered fast vieex to Lne
(PCA) is cxamining & proposed stori sewcr sysiem - Bovernor s office. lhe city detailed tests by several
in light of water and sail tests concucicd by the Min- conlmctcdr (‘xpcrl's who discovered no sig ff:c::m
nesota Health Department. amounts of phenols in the municipal water suppiy.
(According to the chronolegy. the Minnchara
PCA officials to'd the press two weeks ago that  Craek Watershed District accepted conceptual
traces of pherois kad been discovered in SAMpARSS - plans for the storm sewer in August. The sewer sy's-
of the St Louts Park water supply. The ¢ty tom is designed to fecd into Minnchata Crees after
manager’s officz said iriday it Lad aot set been  pacsing through a pumping stiilon where water
officially notificd ot healin department findinzs of  yreatmient chemicels could be injected.)
benzpyreneinsamitests ol perhiuis ol e gd-acre sie

5 i ! _ City water and scwer superintendent Maynard
purchased in 1958 from the Republic Creosote Co. Kays told the Sun Friday :is office had tested ail

public and private wells in the city and had found
“small amounts'* of phenols in some mdustyiai wels

" Vol. 74, Mo. 22
) T

— " on or ncar the Creasote site.

sl s r—_ , Kays said amounts found in some of the 16
o e b ~ AN municipal wells distant trom the site were so siail
Ju N 2 S ‘ e e P that the reliabiiity of the tests was doubtful.

The 7.5 million gallons of water the city con-
sumes daily is cl:lorinated and fluoridated. ilays ex-
plained. He said five of the water treatnrent plantsin
the city arc eovipped with sand filicrs toremoveiron
deposits.

Althouzl. his office had received no comp!lzints
of unpleasant taste or odor in tap water, avs said

Copyright 1974, Sun Ne wipapers. Inc

phienols couid be nentralized by chemical incans.
The naxt stage in the debate wiil'tuke place Nov.

19, when the PCA beard will fermaliy review the

city’s apphication for a permit to build the storm

sewer.
N 'T,f-
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The possiblity of chemi-
cal contamination of
ground water in St. Louis
Park will be reviewed on
Nov. 19, when the Pollu-
tion Control Agency
(PCA) will formally re-
view the suburb's applica-

tion forpermissionto .

build a storm sewer.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health said last
month that traces of a
cancer-causing chemical,
benzpyrene, had been
found in the soil where
the now-defunct Republic
Creosote Co. operated for
50 years and where the
proposed sewer system is
to be built.

It is feared tha: the
chemical could szep into
groundwa:er and be trans.
ported to drinking water
in St. Louis Park and oth-
er municipalities through-
out the metropolitan area.

The ground where Re-
public operated is soaked
with the creosote com-
pound, an oily, smelly
substance used to pre-
serve railroad ties, tele-
phone poles and other
wood outdoors.

The fear of benzpyrene
seepage is partially sup-
ported by the presence of
phenols in the Prairie du
Chien-Jordan Aquifer,
which is 380 to 500 feet
under ground, and also in
aquifers  (water-bearing
rock formations) as deep
as 900 feet. .

Phenols found in the
creosote generally are not
hazardous, though their
pungent odor makes con-
sumption unpleasant. But
if the phenals could seep
into the groundwater, it is
possible the benzpyrene
could also, health officials
fear. .
The Minnchaha Creek

LR Y

T

; i-12.-1¢
St. Louis FPark
water will get
check by PCA

By DAVID E. EARLY
Minneapolis Star Staff \Writer

Watersheld District ac-
cepted conceptual plans
for the storm sewer in Au-
gust. The sewer is de-
sizned to feed water into
Minnehaha Creek after it
passes through a water-
treatment station.

St. Louis Park plans to
build an 8§00-unit govern-
ment-subsidized project
on the 80-acre Republic
site, but the construction
could be held up if the
PCA concludes that
benzpyrene seepage is
possible.

Possible solutions to the
problem would be land-

farming—breakingdown ,

certamin-ted soil witi:
man-induced bacicria
growii—or a to:al exca-
vation of the site and re-
moval of the’ crcosoue-
soaked earth.

Land-farming would
break down only the top 2
feet of soil, however, and
creosote traces have been
tracked as far down as 65
feet, according to Dale
Wikre, PCA's chief
groundwater  specialist.
Excavation would be to-
tally impractical and prob-
ably too expensive, ac-
cording to Chris Cherches,
city marnager.

Residents in St. Louis
Park became alarmed a®
the reports of phenols in
the water, but city con-
sultants and the health de-
partment say that the lev-
els are not dangerous and
have not caused water to
smell or taste foul.

Residents also are con-
cerned that other chemi-
cals from the half-century
of creosoting could be in
the soil and on their way
to the water supply, al-
though no others have
been reported.

302330108648 -400/94- 4000V 7
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PCA gives sewer OK

in old creosote area

By DAVID E. EARLY
Minnespelis Star Siafl Writer

The Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency yes-
terday gave St. Louis Purk
permission to builda
slorm sewer in an arca
where health department
officials fear the soll and
waler could be chemically
contaminated

The egency approved
the sewer, which will
drain ebout 300 acres near
the now-defunct Republic
Creosote Co, because It
leels that present drainage
patterns there should he
changed immediately. It
did not want 1o wuit for
complction of an cxten-
sive earth and water anal-
ysis.

The plan was nccepied
in August by the Minncha-
ha Creek-Watershed Dis-
trict The Sl 4millian
sewer  probably  will be
started in the spring Itis
Jesigned 1o feed water
into MinnechahaCrech
after taking it through a
trcatment center.

However, the peront
wae resucd with three spe-
Ciln requirements:

St. Louis Perk. at us
OwWn  CXPCNSC, must  re-
mose~ phenols and other
pollutants to muet waltee-
quality standards

The city must, at its ex-
pensc, remove of alier the
sewcr system as part of
whatever work is found to
be needed to rehabllitate
Lhe soll.

It Is understood that the
sewer permil 1s neither u
commitment to, nor an ap-
proval nf, any subsequenl
dcvelopment

The latter requirement
refers 10 @ proposed gov-
ernment-subsidized,  809-
unit housing project that
the cily wants 10 erevt un
the 80-acre site Recpublic
accupied.

Although the sturm
sewer would serve this
project, city officials said
thet it is necded regard-
less of the development,
which could be held up hv
nepative  resuits  ©f s
and watcr tests.

Health officlals found
harmiess traces of phennls
in the groundwater be-
neath the Republic site
and last month located a
cancer - causing chemical,
benzpyrene, In the creso-
snte-soaked soll st the
slte.

Small amounts of the
smclly but not dangerous
creosole  chembonls  have

wells, acvonthing to  the
he~lth department

They (car that if phen-
oy substances connected
with creonsote, could seep
through the s0i1l and v
the groundwater then pos-
sibly so could the hens-
pvrene or other duncerous
creosote-related chemi-
cals. Morc tests are (o be
dune.

Dale Wikre, the pollu-
tlon asgency's chief
gmundwuter specialist, re-
commcened the sewer per-
mit not be given unul
after those tests, when the
agency will know better
the kinds of contaminants
prescnt.

He fecls the proposcd
sewer’s (reatment system
may he found inadequate
tu handle the kinds of
chemicals, pollutants and
contaminants they discov-
er.

Bul Wayne Popham, St.
Louls Park city stiorney,
saidsholding up a sewer
nceded to hardie precent
drainapc 18 impractical.
The tests, althouph the ciy
fe-willing to make them,
could take them six monthy
0 a vear, he said

It dengeraus groundwa-
ter contaminationis
found, Popham sald, the
clty could not afford the
estimated $100-milllon
cost of removing the con-
taminsted soil from the
site 10 make It sultable for
developmert.

e ol navd the cny
cannot pay for an envirun.
mental-unpact  statement
—sting about $250, 10 b
i one s reanred

“It's nul that we are re-
fusing.” Popham sand lat-
er. “hut we are upcrating
under levy hauteons,
and there 18 no place in
our budgcet for thuse kinds
of eapenses.”
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By Dean Rebuffoal

: Staff Writer
\

Four years after cancer-causing

t substances were first found in the
~-drinking water of two Minneapohis

suburbs, it stlll cannot be deter-
mined precisely what hazard they
pose to human health, state health

olficials acknowledged Wednes-

;day.

tHowever, mathematical projec-
\tions, the Minnesota Health De-

& i . -
‘-“.'-h— “ .“' .S !

partment sald, “suggest the exis-
tence of a serious public health
roblem™ In St. Louis Park und
~dina. The department estimuted
that residents of the two suburbs
are being exposed to 1,000 times
the maximum acceptahle exposure
set by the World Health Orguniza-
tion for the substances.

Such substances luclude benzpyr-
ene, a known cause of cuncer that
ofticlals sald has seeped into the
two suburbs’ wgter supplies from

» .

th: old Republic Creosote Co.
p! 0 In south-central St. Louls
Pe “«.

T2 health department stressed,
hawever, that expasure would be
huzardous only it g resident of
either communlity drank waler
‘with a high concentration of benz-

‘pyrene over his entire hfetime.
«“Unfortunately,” & department

spokesman said, “no ovne knows

the precise concentration of benza

pyrene In the St. Loyis Park or
\ . (O ™ L1

[ S e—

since late 1973, *

l:ul month,
_ Park’s wate
taminated as

the PCA sald St. Louls
r supply Is not con-

extensively as had

**did not adequately determing
how far (the contaminants) havg
traveled In the ground water.”

He sald there's a necd for more

i been thought. It clted a recent In-

e m— — . . .
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vestigation as confirming is beliet
that some of the suburb's ground
water had been talnted with po-
tentlally harmful creosote, benz.
pyrene and phenol residues from
the slte of the old creosote plant,

The PCA sald the Investigation
showed that there Is no need to
éxcavate extensive amounts of sofl
at or near the site to remove the
contamlinants. Rather, |t showed
that the contaminants are con-
tained within a rather small area
and that remedial measures can be
undertaken to prevent them from
sceping Into adjacent ground wa-
ter supplies. gl 2%

But that Investigation, done for the
PCA by Barr nginecering Co., a
private consulting firm, did not
attempt to define the potentiel
public-health risks created by the
conlaminants. That was left up to
the health department, which this
Week submitied Its report to the

studles to define the extent of con.
tamination and the potential health
risks posed by benzpyrene and the
other pollutants to regidents of St,
Louls Park and Edina, i

Asked why the health department
has not been able to determine the
health risk during the last four
years, Gray sald that funds to un-
dertake such an extensive study
were only recently made available
by the Minnesota Legislature.

The health depurtment and the

PCA have been at odds fur years

over what each has considered the

other's failure to adequately assess

and alert the public to potential

.t:‘ul:h problems In the environ-
ent.

In many Instgnecs, Including the
asbestos-fiber J: -ye associated
with the Reserve | 1; ing Co. case,
the PCA hus cont 'rded that the
health departinent ' ~nplayed the
potential health t r-at. The de.
partment has coun tied by saying

. that the PCA has ;3 1elimes been

Gray yesterday criticized Barr Ea-

§incering’s lnvestigation, saying It

'
Tt e .. ) “
. . e s of,

|8
) LAe 9 "

alarmist la publ’ “ wth matters,

W "o;‘ e as

.
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FHeallh threat fromw vwater still stmdﬁed

Edina water supplies.”

The spokesman, Dave Gray, sald
that,* uatil the department has
completed more studies, residents
of the two suburbs should not
worry about drinking municipal
walter.

“We're talking only about assump-
tions and projections so far,” he
said. “That should not lead any-
body not to drink water in those
two communities, and there is no
emergency situation there.

"“We stlll have to measure the ac- °:

tual concentrations (of the sub-
slances) in the drinking water,"
Gray suid. “If the levels are low,
they may not need treatment (to

eliminate thelr hazardous effects); -.

if they're high, there are existing

processes to remove them from the -

* drinking water.”

Gray made his remarks In an Inter-
view and in a report he wrote for

the Minnesota Pollution Control

* Agency (PCA). Next week, the °

PCA’s cltizens' board will consider ‘-

whal steps it might take to resolve
the contaminated-water problem,
which has been known to exist In

St. Louis Park— and, to a lesser %

degree, Edina— drinking water

e .
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By DEBRA BUCK

Minncapalis Star Stalf Writer

.

The St. Louis Park City Council
voted erianimously last night to al-
~low developers to proceed with the
construction of 2 $3-mllion hous-
ing project on purt of a site that
has been contininated by the
chemical creosote.

The action came decspite a health
department warping that excava-
tion of the land might be neces-
sary. The project is to be built on
the northern half of the site, which
was occupied for 65 years by the
Republic Creosote plunt at Hwy. 7
and Louisiana Av. S.

The plant maecutactured creo-
sote, an oily liquid uned as a wood
preservative. In 1973, after the city
had lxmp,hl the property and had
torn down the plaat, the Minnesota
Departinent of Health reported
llml low levels of creotote deriva-
tives, called phenols, had leaked
from the plant into the surround-
ing soil and had contaminated scv-
eral imunicipal water wells.

Last weck a health department

== —

.the project..

“officiul told Minnesota Pollutlon

Control Agency (PCA) toard mem-
bers that the contaminaticn pre-
sentea a “significant potential®
healith hazard, FCA members ara
the heath department thea a:reed
that old wells should te sealed up
and new wells—that would be
used 0 flush out the poilution—
should te constructed to kup the
contamination from spreading,

Bt keslth depertment oriicials
viarned thet the land might have o
be excavated if the special wells
don't keep the pellution from
spreuding and they recommniended
that ull construction on the siie be
stopped.

St. Louis Parke officiils believe
the probability of excavation on
the northern part of the site is re-
mote. A 1976 report conducted for
the city by the Barr Enginecering
Co. said the contamination is con-
centrated on the southern helf of
the site and that the northern half
is relatively free of pollution.

Based on that finding, the PCA
and the hcalth department egreed
to allow construction on the north-
ern half of the site, said John Her-
man, the attorney representing the
housing-project developers.

Herman convinced city council
officinls that it is safe to proceed
with development, but now the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) has to
be convinced. Ierman caid HUD is
temporarily holding up funds for

- e o sice

.

\f)
A

30073

"¢



Sty o 16 et e -

n .—’L oo™ wy a0
Sui CIG

By DIANE DUBE

The M:nncsota Pollution Control
Agcacy tas asked the state to reacti-
vate ats suil against Reatly Tar and
Chemical Company for pailuiion vio-
lati .ns

Al at Tuesday's PCA mecting,
the citizen board put the city of St,
Lenis Park en netice that it is pra-
cecding with development of the Oak
Paik Village on the Reilly site at its
own rish.

Thase are the lotest develepments
in ke cortinung siory about the pol-
Ited arecrote site and the state and
wys mieasires W clean up the pal-
latants from the soil and under-
sreand water supplies

Vhe reactivation ol the suit n;mmg

cae primartly to establish habilty

for the clean-up. According to Rubert
Moaoilinen, froma the state attoracy
general's oifice. the smt calls for
abatement of the pollution, which
Retlly has obviously done siee it no
lenper operates the creosote plant on
that site

There are some procedural prob-
lems to be overcome first, he adidd,
smee it has been six or seven yvars
since the smt was hled. There is also
the procedural question of jurisdic-
tion since Reilly now operates in In-
dianapolis, Indina.

Malanen sind the reactivated suit
would ask for remedial incasures. He
feels e st shenld be pursued pnor
. to approaching the federal and state
governments for limancing of the pol-
lution contral measures. However he

~
-~ AN
‘ .
A
] /
"

"

encouraped the IPCA staff to continue
negotiations with the city to try and
work out a way to begin remedial
measures immediately

The problem with the suit is that
the city granted a hold harmless
clause to Reilly when it purehased
the Lind in 1972, In the agrecment to
purchiase the aind and drop the suit

against Keilly for pollution the city

Fridoy., Decombor 9, 1977

Reiliy reociivaie el

sald It would be “*fully responsible for
restoring the property, at its ex-
pense, to aey condition that inay be
reguired by the Minnesoti Pollution
Cantrol Apeney.””

Motbanen told the PCA board that
the city may prosent the argument
thit the hold harmless clause has no
vahdity.

Another aspect of this whole prob-
lem s the housing development for

the northern part of the site and the

extension of Lawsiana Avenue along
the castern side of the site.

The PCA asked the city 1o recon-
sider its deeision ta proceed with the
two projects and has also asked the
Environmental Quality Board to
order an environmental impact
stement on the projeets.

S Accordmg to Mary Sullivan, EOB
adnunistiator, this request will be
toke o upat e dan T eeting of the
QI so that board members will
lave an opportumty o study tie var-
ous reparts issued
< The QB s made up of representa-
tives from seven stale agencies, in-
Auding the PCA and departmant ef
transportation plm arepresentative
fyom the governor's stafl and four
cillizens.
3
The ety and developer have made
it clear that work will continue de-
\cluplllulll the northern site because
studies indicate sail wm.mun.lhnn 1S
nul a problem in that are ¢ ard has
Been excavated and studies indicate
the contaminants are mMoviRg away
h'mn the site rather than towerds 1t
< fachard Wade from the Minnesota
Department of Health argued that his
studies show pockets of contamina-
tion on the northern site as well as
reas of contitmnation on the suuthe
crnosite Heabio sand there are hikely
ather contiminant packets off the
ledly site
2odohn Hernam, attorney for the de-
yeloper, conntered that Wade's tests
pere tuken Lefone the excavatien
warr hone el can e e bttt the
fophe 0 concentatien v e a

$oction of land not to be develooed.

Steve Chapman. speaking fir the
Clean Air, Clean Water ergamizaiien,
sand the PCA was pass.rg the buek
agan, s tieme 1o the £03 weth o
Fecuest tor an caviransnoenta! ampaet
statement He urged the PCA to take
aicad ta stap al! develnzmaent an the
site uhlil the heaith proticn can be
solved,

Sardra Cardcbrn..g directer ¢f the
PCA, suid the staif dida't have 2l the
Information abiut the costs of the
treatment reasures and tha! here
are shill a “sigmi:cant punber ¢f ue-
answered questiens.”
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‘November 14, 1978 Contact: Dr. R. Wade
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (612) 296-5320
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Officials in St. Louis Park have shut down four of that city's
thirteen muﬁicipal water wells, following the discovery by state
officials of pbssible cancer-causing chemicals in the local water
supply. |

The decision was based on the results of, a study released
Novemper 13 by the Minnesota Department of Health. The Department has
been tesfing the water supplies of St. Louis Park and surrounding
communities for Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbon, or PAH compounds.
PAH materials inélude a number of cancer-causing chemicals. PAH
contamination has been discovered previously in St. Louis Park, in the
soil at the former site of the Reﬁublic Creosote plant.

The Department found PAH contamination in five of the St. Louis
Park wells, and concluded that long-term uée of four of the five wells
presented a potential but not immediate health hazard. Following the
Department's recommendation, St. Louis Park stopped using the
contaminated wells November 10. City officials are working with the
Department to find alternative sources of water, to make up for any

shortage caused by taking the wells out of production.

‘= MORE -

6703008
717 DELAVRIE STREET S.E, MENIEASGLIS, ELSESOTA 55220 PEONE (612) 206-5271
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"CREOSOTE CONTAMINATION -2 -

No 'PAH contaminants were found in the water supply of Edina,
Robbinsdale or any other city 1ncludcd in the study. The water
. supplies of Minneapolis .and St. Paul were among those found to be free
of contamination. .

Dr. Richard Wade, Director of Environmental Health at the
Department, emphasized that the water in St. Louis Park is completely
safe to drink now that the affected wells have been closed down. He
sald the study results underline the importance of reﬁoving creosote
contamination from the soil at the old Republic Creosote site.

It is not known how long the St. Léuié Park wells had been
conéaminatéd. ‘Dr. Wade said the Department would continue to monitcr
area water supplies for PAH compounds, and to conduct health and

engineering studies of related problems.

670200
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Tt arparently et fpha peverel
more years 68 réorgRtd and legsl
action before a p2anapent golat
16 20l pad groundwrtsy conipmle
natisn in St Loals Perk 12 fowad
83d Jrplamcated, stats and local
officiele nny, .

Masnwhils, nas. much 4ag be
Anne to stop the peMition of weter
that bes plrgucd the clty for o
sumber of yearg. . - e L

Jobn Elwell, SILacp Pirk eity

menagar, rld the ity -hae trXon —

every s'ep it vg\? “4eT tho 1pread,
of the water -/

LSRN S et Bag que

e -

tion that was allegally ¢tusred
vihen chembesls from the defunct
"public CThromss Plant at High.
way 7 aad Loulslana Avénue
ecaped Ifo 8¢ aoll surrounding
the plants Gfgundwater €34 soma
St. Louls Perk wallp Jatsr were
found to be polluicd:

The prehiem wwas repartad by the
9rpesctn Dapertment of Heafth in
1£73. It baa caild the oontlzming.
t'on & “poteatially eigatficant™
health hnzard, .

Rincs then, the Emith dspart.

s

PO
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jon on contamina

reveal O L'y ANk worren hato
@ bighaT.r.:t0 ¢ ¢*cer than ¢ tor
women In the mriropoliten erea.
Lest weck, & study wug rel2ascd
ehowing 93 cares of breast cancer
were ¢lwovered lo St. Louls Park

, during a threc-ycar pericd. Thet

- rete I8 45 peicant higher than tbe
averege fot the ares.

The rtu’y, bawever, JId not
definltsly LY the hirher Dreast
cancer rate Lo the wator contcvh

. nation. It #4!4 th= capcer rote could
be ' tzitwad £ other sources.

To e™tness 1LXe to oy rew-

Aucted sedls (het dozis, (0 ety Ln plogasd aber.

The Mianzapolia Star

Thursday, September 20, 1679

échrd wella ta the 2rea of the erco-
Aoto stant, throagh «iich the con-
tamiaated waler might spread.

In adilon, the city ‘a Noremder
closrd four wells the realth
devartingt ¢4 evntaln high oy
els of rolynuciene svnotis hy-tro-
crrhons, 8 ctaces caisiag chimi-
cel Clty oiil~'als chall*necd txe
heelth depart—2aat clo m, homaver.
b2asuse thrie prd mo <aaderds by
wk'ch accortable levels of thet
chemicn] con be mearmed

The city cea da 1ttt glae gabout
the protizm, rflwell o'

3 L::rrargp CHanup ca=not
bealn unill stedlee Bave deter-

ted wates

7

4]
~d
€2
S Sevinn Tartd C_l
L ZIA ..:”
S ‘{' “rg i
v 36 Bar

> 1

mincd the best metked of elminae-
(ng the poliution, say stats health
departrcnt offl:L:ls.

Anothcr (s3ue to be scttled |-
wba will sy for the c!eanup.

Eaveisl gtudies of the grourdwo-
or protlurs Yave Yasn dope, M
they &4 nk 1Y oilxials enunvh
atcat tha flom of tha pu'ured
grovedwAns to ezaihz them to fs-
velon gatul ' oy, ¢nid Foger Derces,
hasd of the snvironmeital Mealth
divizsien cf thy state healid drpert-
mant,

QCazpoichie pavied e i tals @
STV T T Wity e P

e e imee wate o e

0g:

e B3
LS R

WS WRiap O Gy

a A A Uamint o
tha eheianlz wouid -
Aathor pronoked 5ol
"y the noltced soil and -

Yot bafore a moth:
the .S, Grologiep: .
G2aioe how far b
2OW .d the coatan
sprecdiag.

That study wen't b

untti June 1889, sald A
Fian!

Taraits Pige st

——— e




e

te W wvrgnren: svm -

s wne -

The Minneapolis Star  Thursday, September 20, 1979 v 33A

Action on ‘bad’ water
bogs down in research

(Plant, irow Page 2:4)

head of tha Clvision conducting the
2ucy.

Aster the groupdwatler move-
n.ent tis cien saalyzed, tue Infor-
watidn wil. e progmmmec Into a
ecraputer that wiil be uzed to pre-
dict the offxctiveness of tke pro-
pased solitious, such as barriar-
vroil svstems and excavation.

A{eanwzile, the proviem Is not
axpectod to worsea, D2roos cald.
There i3 no reason to delieve the
con‘rmication will !sech Into the
vraler at a [as:cr rats than it ki,
hesald.

“We don't wamcommn‘

romedial action that s going to
cost nillions without knowling
whether we nre doing the right
ocomblaation of excavation, barrier
wells and treatment of water,”
Deroos said.

The system of barrier wells will
covt an catimcted 250,000 to 1a-
stall and $200.000 a year to cper-

pone of the zolluted 30ll.

St. Louis Park and the state Pol-
lutlon Control Ayency have argousl
about wio shculd 2ay for tbe
cieanup. Th2 PLCA's position 8 year
£g0 was that th= city sxouid poy
for a- least prelimizary acasures

Te2 city, bowever, arguad wac
the pollution protiem is area-w.de
and thus requires help from :he
Rate or [ederal governmentt.

St. Louis Perk and th2 PCA Last
summar revived a 1970 lawiuii
apalnat the oweers of the plant in
an attempt to zet tkam to pay for
some of the cleanup. The suit is

3 and could be iz litigatica
or months, said St. Zouls Park
City Attorsey Wayne Popham.

*“It Is very imnortant that we
take sorce measure to try o aifevi-
ate the (pollution) prodlem,” sald
state l;ep. Elfict Rothenberg, IR-St.

ark.

Rothecberg suggested that the

watey system.

city be bocked Lo another city's l

#te. And If the barrier wells are to — —

be wed, a treatment plant a'so
pust be built. Exenvation could
cont miliivas of dollars.
Zxcavation alse presents the
prodiem of finding a place to dls-
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December 10, 1980 Contact: Dr. Andrew Dean
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (612) 296-5212

Bgphanen

A year long study has produced no gvidence that above average

breast cancer rates in St. Louis Park, Minn., are related to con-

tamination of the city's water supply, according to the state Health
Department. The study uncovered enough breast cancer '"risk factors"
in the St. Louis Park population to explain the high rate without

implicating the water, according to Dr. Andrew G. Dean of the Department's

Disease Prevention and Control Division.
An earlier Department study had found that breast cancer rates
in St. Louis Park were about 50% gremter than those for the rest of

the Twin City metropolitan area. Both studies were prompted by the
discovery in 1978 of "barely detectable'" amounts of Polynuclear Aromatic

Hydrocarbon (PAH) compounds in St. Louis Park's water. PAH compounds
are known to cause cancer in animals, Dr. Dean said.

Several characteristics which are more common in the St. Louis
Park population than in other population groups have been statistically
linked with above average rates of breast cancer, Dr. Dean said.

These include above average income, Jewish ethnic background, late

- MORE -
130 Lo
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'CANCER STUDY -2 -

menopause, height in excess of 61 inches, and family history of

breast. cancer or fibrocystic breast disease. The earlier average
child bearing age for women in the rest of the Twin City area -- which

lowers the risk of breast.cancer -- would also explain the difference

in breast cancer rates, Dr. Dean said. It is also more common for

breast cancer patients outs;de St. Louis Park to_have had a hysterectomy,
which 'also reduces the risk of breast cancer.’ i

:Togeihér; thése‘fééforsiw6ula Accoﬁnt for a bre$s£ céncer ;ate
in.St; Léuis Park up to 67% greafer than'that for the rest of the
'hétrbpblitén area, Dr. Dean said.

The new findings were based on results of interviews with 150
breast cancer patients or their families, 75 from St. Louis Park and
75 from elsewhere in the Twin Cities. The earlier study had used
hospital records for 1969-1971 from the five county metropoclitan area
to calculate rates for 45 different kinds of cancer. 1In addition to
fhe higher breast cancer rate, St. Louis Park was also fourd to have

a slightly higher rate of gastrointestinal cancer in women, when
compared with the rest of the Twin Cities.

The presence of PAH compounds in St. Louis Park's water has been
attributed to contamination of the soil and ground water at the former

site of a cresote plant operated by the Reilly Tar and Chemical Company.

‘The compounds were ‘found in five. of St. Louis Park'‘'s municipal water

wells, and they were taken out of service when the contamination was
discovered. Nine other city wells are still in use.

- MORE -



-CANCER STUDY -3 -

Department authorities say the new'study shows that cancer
rates are "not unexpectedly high" in St. Louis Park, but they are
also stressing the continued importance of cleaning up the creoéote
contamination in the area. In addition to closing the contaminated

~municipal wells, authorities haveé sealed up private and commercial

water wells in the vicinity of the Reilly site, to prevent spread

_of the contamination.
The Department will continue to analyze water in the area for
PAH compounds and other evidenqe of chemical contamination, authorities
said. The results will be used to determine what further measures
will be needed to clean up the source of contamination. Department

authorities said they will continue to take any necessary actions

to assure a safe water supply for the residents of St. Louis Park.

- 30 =
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CO;GP'AR.ISON OF BREAST CANCER CASES IN ST. LOUIS PARK AND TWIN CITIES METROPOLITAN AREA
) NUMBER OF CASES "ATTRIBUTABLE" TO KNOWN RISK FACTORS
STARTING WITH 100 METRO AND 100 SLP CASES

! 1ISK FACTOR ’ RELATIVE % OF CASES (RR=-1)/RR % OF CASES (RR-1)/RR
RISK IN SLP X SLPS - IN METRO X METRO%
WITH FACTOR WITH FACTOR
A5E AT FIRST BIRTH <20 (1) 0.32 1.3 =2.8 5.3 -11.3
4GE AT FIRST BIRTH 20-24 0.55 25.3 =20.7 34.7 -28.4
AGE AT FIRST BIRTH 25-29 0.76 25.3 -8.0 24.0 -7.6
4GS AT FIRST BIRTH 30-34 0.90 18.7 . 2.1 12.0 : -1.3
4GE- AT FIRST BIRTH >=35 1.17 8.0 1.2 1.3 .2
'32-5 -48.4
SURGICAL MENOPAUSE <35 (2) 0.36 0.0 0.0 2.9 -5.2
3JRGICAL MENOPAUSE 35-49 0.68 5.5 2.6 10.1 -4.8
JURGICAL MENOPAUSE >=50 .0.98 2.7 -8.1 . 4.3 -0.1
=2.6 -10.0
YATURAL MENOPAUSE >46 (3) 1.55 58.2 ©20.7 48.4 17.2
>REVIOUS BREAST CANCER (8) 8,50 6.8 5.3 10.8 8.%
IBROCYSTIC DISZASE (5) 2.80 21.9 14,1 17.8 11,4
AMILY HISTORY BR. CA (6&7) 2.20 21.3 11.6 15,7 8.0
Z¥WISH (8&9) 1.35 25.3 6.6 2.7 0.7
[NCOME 1 (HIGH) (10) 0.96 ay.6 - -1.9 33.3 -1.14
TNCOME 2 1.03 20.0 0.6 17.4 0.5
TNCOME 3 0.87 21.5 -3.2 23.2 -3.5
INCOME 4 (LOW) 0.74 13.8 -4.9 26.1 -9.2 -
-9.4 -13.5
'ZIGHT <125 L2 (7) 1.00 28.8 0.0 22.2 0.0
ZISHT 125-134 LB 1.16 27.4 3.8 12.5 1.7
ZIGHT 135-154 LB 1.29 35.6 8.0 431 9.7
ZIGAT >=155 LB 1.51 8.2 2.8 22.2 7.5
14,6 18.9
<62 IN (T) 1.00 9.5 0.0 6.8 0.0
62-63 IN 1.35 N y ?25.7 6.7
64-65 IN 0.97 28.4 -0.9 36.5 -
>=66 IN 1.25 29.7 5.9 31.1 6.2
13.5 1T
_M1.8 4.5

Therefore, 41.8% of cases in St. Louils Park are "attributable" to the risk factors
Biven, by comparison with 4.53 "attributable™ to these factors in the Metro cases.
The ratio of ‘the breast cancer rate in St. Louls Park to the rate in the Metro
population (both age adjusted) should be ((100-4.5)/100)/(100-41.8)=95.5/58.2=1.64
The actual ratio observed was 113/78=1.45., The difference between rates in the two
communities is actually lower than would be expected from the frequency of known risk
factors in.the two case populations.

Conclusion: ;I'here is no need to invoke an additional risk factor (such as exposure to
the water supply in SLP) to explain the difference observed. )

Notes: Factors with a relative risk less than 1.0 are protective. The number of
cases "attributable" to these factors is therefore a negative nunmber.
Percentages in columns 3 and 5 were obtained from interviews of 75 SLP and 75
' ~o area cases or their relatives, matched by 10-year ape groups. All cases were
st diagnosed in 1969-1970.
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- Minnesota Department of Health

Cancer Rates in a Community Exposed to Low
Levels of Creosote Components in Municipal Water

KARI DUSICH, M.P.H.;* EUNICE SIGURDSON, R.N., M.P.H.{; WILLIAM N. HALL, M.D., MP.H.{;
and ANDREW G. DEAN, M.D., M.P.H.#

IN NOVEMBER, 1978, the Minnesota Department of
Health detected minute (nanogram per liter) quantities

of various polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH).

including pyrene, fluoranthene, anthracene, and
naphthacene, in several municipal and industial wells
in the city of St. Louis Park, a suburb of Minneapolis®.
Although there are no official U.S. standards for PAH
in water supplies, four municipal wells were closed
immediately because the amounts exceeded the World
Health Organization's recommendation for safe levels
in drinking water?. PAH compounds were not detected
in the remaining ten municipal wells.

The PAH compounds apparently originated from the
site of a plant which distilled coal-tar products and
treated wood with creosote from 1917 to 1972. During
this time, wastes from the plant’s operations were
deposited on the surface of the site, allowing
contamiration of the groundwater reservoirs below.

It is not known how long PAH compounds have
been in the St. Louis Park water supply, since
techriques for their detection in water have only been
available in the past few years’. A well drilledin 1932,
however, was shut down within a few months due to a
creosote-like odor and taste of the water, and it is

* *possible that PAH -compounds have been in the

municipal water for many years or decades in low
concentrations.

The occurrence of PAH in the envi;ronment is of
concern because of their demonstrated carcinogenicity
for animals and/or mutagenicity for bacteria.*? There
appear to be no epidemiologic studies of human
populations exposed to low levels of PAH in water
supplies, although the association of occupationai skin
cancer with creosote and coal-tar compounds has long
been known!%13,

The Minneapolis-St. Paul area, including St. Louis

®Smdent loern, Momnoscta Departoest of Hald sad Gndusie Swdmm in
Epidoruology. Unis ersiry of Minoesos School of Publc Health, Minoespols, Munsesors.

{Eprcamiciopst, Mismesows Departoem of Heallh, Miones;olis, Misassos

1Eprdemic 1ol pence Savice Officar, Cenier for Dhvvemse Convol, Adacia, Georgia,
Assigned 10 e Murmesows Department of Health

#Dveniar of Ducase Preventos and Congal, Minarsota Deparmnen of Haldd,

Misncapolis, Minnescas.
Repnot requa s W Kan Dusich, Divisios of Diaease Prey enoas and Coorol, Minsmsow
Deparvners of Head, 717 S.E. Del Seremt, M apolis, Musacwou 55440
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Park, was part of the Third National Cancer Survey'*
conducted for the three years, 1969 to 1971. All
ho3pital records in the five connty Twin Cities area
were searched for cancer diagnoses, and abstracts of
cancer records were coded on computer tape. Because
of the availability of these records on tape, albeit for a
limited three year period of time, it was decided to
compare cancer incidence rates in St. Louis Park with
those in the nearby municipalities of Edina and
Richfield and in the entire Minneapolis-St. Paul
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA).

Methods

Incidence rates for 45 types or sites of cancer were
calculated for St. Louis Park, Edina, Richfield, and the
Minneapolis-St. Paul SMSA using data from the Third
National Cancer Survey for the three years, 1969-
1971. Richfield was selected because it was a SMSA
suburb similar to St. Louis Park in social and economic
characteristics such as median school years completed,
percent high school graduates, occupation and median
and mean family income. Edina was selected because
the creosote contamination was believed, at that time,
to be moving toward Edina. The entire SMSA was
used as the major comparison area. Incidence rates
were age-adjusted to the SMSA populations of white
males and white females respectively. Calculations
were done of average annual age- and sex-specific
cancer incidence rates, age-adjusted incidence rates,
standard incidence ratios (SIR), Mantel-Haenszel
overall summary Chi-squares'* !¢ and Z statistics. The
latter two statistics are used to assess the significance
of the difference between two rates after adjusting for
age. Population denominator data were taken from the
1970 U.S. Census?’.

. Results

For males, no cancer rates in St. Louis Park were
statistically significantly different from those in the
three comparison areas. Among females, age-adjusted
rates for all cancer sites combined, for breast cancer,
and for cancers of the gastrointestinal tract were higher
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in St. Louis Park than in Edina, Richfield, and the
SMSA. The excess in gastointestinal cancer rates for
females was only slightly significant (P < .05) but all
cancer sites combined and breast cancer had differ-
ences with 2 high degree of statistical significance (P <
-0005). Further dewils of the significant comparisons
arc given in the Table. _

Discussion

In the absence of epidemiologic literarure on
ingested exposure to PAH, it is of interest to note that
rats fed one PAH compound — 3-methylcholanthrene
— develop mammary carcinomain hi gh frequency and
these tumors occur almost exclusively in females. 13-20
Other PAH compounds produce a variety of amors in
animals*.

Breast cancer rates vary considerably with geo-
graphic location and with characteristics of the
population?!+3¢, In the Third National Cancer Sur-
vey!, for example, the rates varied from $9 t0 83 per
100,000 white females per year in the nine different
study areas. In a recent review of the epidemiology of
human breast cancer, Kelsey has summarized the
influence of major factors known to influence breast
cancer rates, expressing the results as relative risks
(RR) — the ratio of case rates in a population with the
factor to the rate in those without the factor?®. These
include: (1) First degree relative with breast cancer
(RR of 24); (2) Absence of or late age at first full-term
pregnancy (RR of 24); (3) History of fibrocystic
diseasc of the breast (RR cf 2-4): (4) Exposure to high
levels of radiation to the chest (RR of 24); (5) Uprer
socio-economic class (RR of 2-4); (6) Obesity (RR of
2-4). and (7) Early age at menarche and late age at

menopause (RR of 1.1-1.9). Rates given in the
literature for Jewish populations are contradictory,
varying from less than to higher than those for
non-Jewish whites?%3?. The contribution of these
factors to the diffcrence in breast cancer rates between
St. Louis Park and the comparison areas cannot be

-evaluated without further information about the

individual cases. Because of the sizable population
with Jewish ancestry, estimated to be 20% in 197128,
the influence of this factor is of particular interest, but
would not explain the 1.5 fold difference in rates even
if 20% of the St. Louis Park breast cancer cases were
Jewwish and a two-fold relative risk existed.

The lack of elevation in the rates for the great
majority of cancer types is reassuring, but factors

- responsible for the elevation in breast cancer rates in

St. Louis Park need to be investigated. Further
interpretation must await interviews of the 95 cases of
breast cancer or their families and an appropriate
control group. The results of such a detailed
Case-controf study, now in the planning phases, may
explain the elevated breast cancer rates in St. Louis
Park on the basis of the frequencies of known risk
factors. If this is not the case, further studies to explore
a possible relationship with the water supply must be
considered.

At the present time, the elevated incidence of breast
canccer cannot be atributed to the water contamination,
although the limited information available does not
rule out such an assactaiion. 1t should be noted that the
wells found to be cortamimizd have been closed,
presumably reducing any hazard which may have been
present. :

TABLE

Cancer Incidance Rates for Total Cancers and EBreest Cancer
St. Louis Park and
Three Comparison Populations
White Females Only, 1959 to 1971

Breast Cancer

Average Annual

All Cancers
Average Annual

) Total Cases Age-Adjusted Rate* Total Age-Adiusted Rate®
Population 1969-1971 per 100,000 pop. Cases per 100,000 pPop.
St. Louis Park 25,424 95 113 301 381
Edina 22,492 65 82 175 241
Richfield 24,247 41 58 145 235
MSP SMSA 914,218 2130 78 7728 282

‘Rates per 100,000 white females, adjusted to the MSP SMSA population of white females, 1970.
Mantel-Haenszel Summary Chi-Square Values and P -Values

CHISQUARE P -VALUE
All Cancers All Cancers
Comparison Breast Cancer Females Breast Cancer Females
St Louis Park vs Edina 3.38 19.90 05 <p<.i < .0005
St. Louis Park vs .
Richfield 10.85 21.18 Q01 < .000S
St. Louis Park vs SMSA 13.64 24.31 < .000S < .CCOS

NOVEMBER, 1980
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MMA Annual Meeting,.May 20-22, 1981
*“‘Common Medical Expericnces’’
Radisson South Hotel, Bloomington
**Common Medical Experiences’* is the theme selected by the Subcommitiee on
Scientific Assembly for this year's scientific program. Physicians from all parts of the state,
representing multiple specialties, will convene in Minneapolis May 20-22, 1981; mark your

calendars now.

Participants in the scientific program will explore from various viewpoints problems and
experiences which are common to diverse groups of physicians. Over 25 courses will cover
topics with wide appeal. Presentations will be made by a multispecialty faculty representicg
various insttutions and locations in the state. There will be amp!e time for avdicnce-faculty

interaction.

Among the many opportunities offered at the MMA Annual Meeting are fellowship with
colleagues, discussions of clinical concerns and consideration of issues facing organized

medicine.

Watch for further information in future issues.
Questions? Contact: Department of CME & Program Services
: Minnesota Medical Association
, Suiie 400, 2221 University Avenue SE
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

612/378-1875

Cover Photograph
**Winter's North Shore™"
Dr. Earl C. Hearikson takes an annual trip 1o the North Shore with the Minneapolis
- .Chapter of the Audubea Society. The members of the Society check the winter birds as well
2s the boundries of the lake shore, trails, and streams. It was during one of these trips that the

cover photograph was taken.

Dr. Henrikson is a Minneapolis surgeon and has been a yearly contributor to the covers of

£

MINNESOTA MEDICINE. His cover **Waiting for Breakfast** (November, 1978 issue of
MINNESOTA MEDICINE) won the Outstanding Cover Award.

MINNESOTA MEDICINE
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Hopkins well closed

| because of possible
- contamination

A Hopkins ‘city well has beea or-
dered closed by the state board of°
health because a test revealed the
existence of possible contaminants.

A board of heaith report is on the
way to Hopkins City Manager Wi
llam Cralg “It's ln the parts per trik-
llon,” sald Cralg of the amount of
coatamination. “Exactly what it is [
can't say yet"

John Strojan, the city engineer and
director of public works, sald the

'
|

well was closed Wednesday after the
board of health’s preliminary find- -

ings. Hopkins’ five wells were tested
oa Jan. 30, he sald The otder four
are apparently uncootaminated.

“The tests showed some elements
similar to what they had found la
well waters In St Louls Park,” Stro-
jan said. The cancer<causing chemi-
cal crecsote has been found in drink-
ing water in St Louis Park.

The closed well, at Blake Rd. and N.
2nd St, was dug in 1948. Last year It
supplied ¢ percest of Hopkiaw we-
ter.

CP-gf-<
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Wednesday, March 25, 1981

By TERRY RUANE

St. Louis Park and the State of
Minnesota have spent almost $2
million over the past 11 years in
studies and projects related to the
b groundwater contamination prob-
lem.

The city has spent over $1.2 mil-
lion of the total with the state
chipping in over $600,000.

part of the city’s four year battle
with groundwater contamination.
The contamination is suspected to
have been caused by chemical
Us at the Republic Creosoting
-v., later called the Reilly Tar &
Chemical Co. The company ceased
its St. Louis Park operations in 1972.

Initial studies revealed the con-
tamination in 1969, but little was
done until the severity of the pollu-
' tion was determined in 1977.

The city has spent $103,000 for
studies of the problem since 1970.

" These studies include:

—The Rice Institute Study, 1970,
was the initial study of the con-
tamination at a cost of $10.000

—The Geruid Sunae Study 1974,

" found geological und well con-

The studies and projects were

tamination. The cost was $10,000.

—A Blocentrics Report, 1975, was
made as a prelude to development
on the north end of Republic site.
The study reported that develop-
ment could occur on the south end of
the site, but not on the north. The
cost was $50,000.

—City drinking water study;

Carbon Slurry, 1979, is an ongoing

study to examine the use of carbon
for purification of the city’s con-
taminated water, which is current-
ly unused. The cost is $8,000.

—The Hickok drinking water
study, 1980, is a pilot study in prepa-
ration to actual treatment of the
contaminated water. The cost was
$25.000 funded through the Com-
munity Development Block Grant
program.

Since 1975, the city has under-
taken several projects either as
preventative measures or as direct
action against the contamination.
These projects have cost the city
$725.000 and include: In 1975,
$500.000 for extra requirements for
the central city storm sewer In
1976. $75.000 for utilities und excava-
tion for the Oak Park Village de-

City, state water clean up
bill reaches $2 million

velopment. In 1978, $10.000 for soil
borings in an effort to detect PAH. a
known cancer-causing element
that is present in small amounts in
the contamination; $10,000 to
monitor well construction along
Louisiana Avenue and $20.000 for
the closure of three city wells. In
1979, $5,000 for the rubber packer in
the Hinkley deep well. In 1980,
$200,000 for the interim construction

plan for Louisiana Avenue.

Water bill to page 6
—Wa i

Water bill from page Al

The city has also monitored two
storage ponds on the site Republic
since 1975 at a cost of $5,000.

Other costs the city has incurred
because of the contamination were
$100.000 in legal fees and $250,000 in
increased insurance premiums.

The state has funded three stud-
ies totaling almost $500,000, includ-
ing two Barr Engineering Studies
which mapped the hydrology of the
area and a United States Geological
Service Study, called the classic
study, which researched the geolo-
gy of the site and extensively stud-
ied the hydrology.

The only project the state has
financed was the Minnesota De-
partment of Health’s well closure
program during 1979-80 at a cost of
$170.000.

Director of Public Works Dick
Koppy says the figures only reflect
the costs of the studies or projects,
and not the manpower hours
needed to accomplish the tasks.

St. Louis Park recently was
awarded $406,000 from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s “‘in-
terium Superfund” to begin plan-
ning studies for the contamination
clean up.

“Superfund’ money, federal
funds set aside for chemical waste
clean up. will be awarded in the
future and Park officials feel the
citv may be the recipient of a
portion of these funds.
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City demands action

on waier problem

Oy LORI A, JOI!T\SON

- City ollicials say they are tired of
¢ gtudying the soil and groundwater
2 czritamination problem in St. Louls
* Perk. Frustrated by what City
¢ 2 Monager Jim Brimeyer refersto as
S "“v- inertia that has bum up over

the past several years,” the city
+ council approved a new acticn pjan
. at a epecial council meeting Mon-

- tay.

The plan calls for a stronger

* Icadership role on the part of the

cly, & rcaliznment of study and
Tedis) eolon priorites and Im-

- medisia tapiementation of an in-

i

e
[ R

. cremental approach to solving the

contamination prablem.

The move is a response to the
most recent report on the cily's
contamination problem. The
$125.000 study, which was coin-
pleted last month, essentially calls
for further study.

Cancer-causing compounds
were first discovered in the
groundwater aquifers under the
city in the mid~'70s. Since that time,
six of the city's municipal wells
have been closed and the move-
ment of these compounds through
the aquifers continues to threaten

the remaining city wells.

The contamination is believed to
have been causcd by coal tar
wastes from the Reilly Tar and
Chemical plant which cperated in
the city for about 5) years.

Somchow in all the study and
attention that has been fecused on
the problem, cily officials believe

thatstate and federal agencies have .

lost sight of one critical issue: how
the city will ensure ¢n adrquate
supply of water for its resideaty,
City officials fear that St. Louls
Park is becoming a “lzboratory”
for the scientific community. A staff
report, prescnted to the council
Monday, sald “too much elfort has

been expended in ‘preserving’ the

problem to facilitate its study.”
Brimeyer and Dick Koppy,direc:

Water

5 topaged .
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tor of public works. said they did not
dispate the value of the stuaies that
.have been dene cn the water prob-
fem, but that further 3tudy must be
coupled with direct remedial ac-
tion.* " )

" The acticn glan edooted Monday
calls for a cocrdinated etfort cn the
part of city, state and federal of-

w \-'

ficlals. The city is askin3 to be .

designated as the leed agency in
pursuing water tr'eatmcnt alter-
nsiives.

. City officlals contend that past
reserarch effcrts have fccused on
‘controlling the cpread of con-
tamination to the exclusion of de-
veloping plans for a workable treat-
ment {aculity.

The ection plan alo calls for an
incremental acproach to zoiving
the waler prodicm. City officials
say they cannot auford to wait for a
total pecikage o be develosed.

In edditicn to U:e woter treat-
ment study, the rlon cciis for work
to booin on sieiis3 of Lz heaith
risks poozd by the coataminsnts in

- ‘the wator sysiem and cf the con-
taminnted sous 2t the south end of

the Reaily Tar co that are 2l
leaching coal tar residue into tise
groucdwater.

"Tte plon alo scts cut reveral

o‘her remecial mcoosures. It cails |

fer continued meonitonn? of wrter
Quality ond 2 covitomeant of a
winoency rianice mo.lis 7 water
! Jrtercennzetens v llinncapolis
trd Nilonoranta, ‘.
- Tharlsaplsaove "~"°r~\~:n.in
“othreac{Cizeity'sy. arsyyeerd
1 gcharsingthiaw: st Use sand-
¥ tory £00r £yt Wit TThing the
e WESS 10 €TSS WoLa S to
€52tz tae zpr....d u m.amaa-
" ticn.” )
‘l‘u pl:.n aLo c'_: la werk to
soacncieaninn v tiocd thadeep
.wrcty loanted ca L Reuly Tar axd
G.JMC’I!L’L:. :
. Theplm's time e suvreats the
‘owator treotmat roidy e com-
poid by Uy s iz el L3 withtwo
v of the romuinine weds to G2 re-
' taresd ty ¢ roacm of Lt B,
Cizinfeal treltinest of La wat
VRUd pIUviets tLu G Ry Wity

©/D’:‘

for city residents and an additional
mesans of cantrolling the spread of
contaminsation.

Mike Convery, representlng the
Munnesota Department of Health,
teid cauncd members Monday that
whiie he basically agreed with the
city's prepesal, funding would likely
remain a major hurdle. Given the
state's current {inancial condition,

funding could probahly not be ex
peeted at that jevel, he sind.

Officials at the Environmental
Protecuon Agency which controls
the use of fuederal Superfund money
have alsu shown a reluctance to
fund remedial measures until 2
sl puckage: couid be developed,
he said.

d('7'¢ 313
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Health officials say
| well may reepen-

By LORI A. JOIINSON
. : One of St. Louis Park's closed
' ) wells may be back in eperation as
- early as this spring. The Minnesota

i . Departineat of Health fsrued It a
n ' Lo Bl of health last week. i
: Well o  Mwesrdeded O ptlasa
| a.precautionsiy e e wlvioa
- private testing ficen roporicd firid-
Ing extremcly hipgh levels of a
. cancer-causing polynuclcar
" aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH)
4 compound in a water sample from
' . the viell, according to Dick Koppy,
: director of pu:"~¥2works,

Eoth etera o | ¢ty ¢lilcials had
been surprised by the nitial test
results. That partcular compound

. .had not previously been found in

¢ ) any arca in St. Louis Park and no
other PANL compounds had been

 found at that level of coneentration.

i ; Tests conducted at the snmztima
by the Minnesata and lowa state

" laboratories did nat reveal any

;, L " PAH contaminants In the water
.. o *. from Well No. 14.

A L The tests were repeated last
£ i s froith and again showed the well to
e g0 _ _ k2 free of contaminants. Additional

.
L ta) veaemam o

tests are currently being conducted
on the well with the results expected
within the next couple of wecks,
Koppy said.. -

The apparent error In the Initlal
tost paints to some of the liritatlons
of curient technology, Eov 2y said,

“But wee hestrat e <7 i énerror

of that magnitude,” ha said.

The closure of We!ll Nn. 14 coupled
with earlier well ¢lorinas placed a
considerable straln ¢n the city's
water supply durins the dry period
lazt L2011 City officials reacted by
fn:p2ing a total sprinkling ban and
beginning work on a new well and

water interconnection with the City

of Plymouth.

As the demond for water is lower
during the winter meths, there is
no immediate need to reopen Well
No. 14, said Vern Te!!-fsrud, water
and sewer superintendent. “*But by
spring, we may be necding it quite
badly,” he said. "

Once the well is reopened, it will
be tested frequently to ensure ths
pumping action {s not druwin?z con-
taminants [rom other areas, hoppy
said.

- —
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23 1% been 50 yests slisce
)8t Louls ‘Patit’ véstdents first
. complainéd abetit the taste of tar
lin their water , arguments
- pin s Ratridey rlchonlt to
(dosite whathba.; Rellly Tar and -
»Chethical iCd. (J‘“ ‘be held ac-
| gountable lution.

)e-? 2

1! Documents:im the court':file
Lduts the buck to the dis- *
m ‘th¢ mysterious tar
" t:.} w mhom»n d:cw
M “l" w [} u-
s’ cin&t worsening

¥, the closing

b The :onmr-lt “Lduls Park
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tho pollution I detalled In the
following April 1933 letter from
A.E. Larkin, manager of the local
plant, to P.C. Rellly, company
ldenl at the home office in
dianapolis:
" Afer the new [water] mains
Wwere laid in St. Louls Park, all
coanected with the Minneapolis
water supply, the cost of buying
. this water prompted the village
lo put In their own well and sup-*
unk 20 a8 to be Independent
the city of Minneapolis su Jply.
‘and this work was started just
about a year ago and the well put
thto operation In June or July of
ear.
.. The first water drawa from
the well was satisfactory and ap-
prdved by the state Department

of Health but as they drew more -

heavily on this supply, a taste
and odor developed Indicating
contamination from some place
and we heard last summer that
the taste and odor iIndicated
swamp waler.

The St. Louls Park well at that
time was down to 393 feet and
all cased to shut off the surface
water and neither the englneer in
charge nor the McCarthy Co.,
who bullt the well, could explain
where the swampy taste came
from, but at an additional ex-
pense the village put the well
down another 150 feet and added
some 8-Inch casing, drawing
their supply further down, ho
ing In this way to eliminate the
objections.

At this time the village turned
back to the use of the Minneapo-

yollution debate heading to court

lis city water untll they could ‘et
a satisfactory water of their own

and they have been using Minne--

apolis city water ever since be-
cause the added depth of the well

- did not relleve the situation and,

In fact, after further pumping the
state chemist reports a trace of
phenol, which he claims gets to
thels? water from our plant.

Ldst week Mr. McCarth
the McCarthy Well Co. an Mr.
Bradley, the village engineer,
called to explain the situation
confidentirlly to me in an effort
to avold, If possible, any further
charges that we were responsible
for the dilficulty the village Is
having in getting a suitable sup-
ply of water.

McCarthy and Bradley con-
cluded the conumlnnlon was ,

‘leaking Into the water table from-
two wells on the Rellly Tar prop-
erty. And thelr recommendation,
which Larkin endorsed to the
home office, was to extend the
casing on the wells to stop the
horizontal drift of chemicals un-
derground to the village well.

In recommending that the
work be done Larkin added:

One can see in the background
the possibility of claims being
made b" sthe village for the ex-
pease they have been put to over
a period of many moanths for the
water from the city of Minneapo-
lis, and no end of complications if
we did not do everything we
could to eliminate such charges

Tar

" Turn to Page 4

I*!' T

St Lmus Park taps. lead role for clean water

{L,) X RN PT £
b uuln!'nm
A, .L : o

© !noulh. sald lm(nlw Bt.
*Bouls Park City Council mém-
tbers. No more delay In solving
the city's water’ .onumlutlon
! problem.

They want ncllon. And on

-'Mondny they took some, adopt-

a utron’ staff report with a
lc edule for accomplishing
~cleanup objectives. They hope to
- light a fire under the state and
*federal ldmlu conitrolling (ge
~project.

City Mnuger Jim Brimeyer
sald the city report’ finally out-
lines a clear approach to the
problem that the community can
endorse. “lI would feel comfort-
able explaining this to my nelgh-

lou“ he said.
“Study after study has been

made of our water, and we seem .

(o be getting nowhere,” said
Mayor Phyllls McQuald, adding
that it Is appropriate for the city
to take the lead role.

Seven of the city's 14 wells

- have been closed by the presence
‘of cancer-causing compounds de-
tived from coal tar that made its
way to the water table from the
old Rellly Tar and Chemical Co.
coal tar distlllation plant.

Three goals have been set for
the cleanup—stop the spread of
contaminants underground, re-
move or treat soll steeped In coal
tar, and find a filtering method to
purify the water for drinking.

The obstacle to reaching these

oals, as councll and staff mem-

ers see It, Is a go-slow-and-
study-the-problem-to-death atti-
tude on the part of the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency, the
Minnesota Department of Health
and the federal Environmental
Protection Agency.

The EPA, in partjcular, Insists
on (inding a solution for handling
all aspects of the pollution before
releasing any money, they say.
Because finding an ultimate solu-
tion may take years, city repre-
sentatives now belleve the EPA
approach could speed the spread
of contamination and leave the
city with no municipal water
surply

stead, they propose an iIncre-
mental approach. But to succeed.

city officlals must shake loose
the funds to carry it out. With
the state and federal money
crunch, that may not be A

- The report will be distributed
to the governor, state and federal
legislators, nelghboring commu-
nitles, appropriate state and fed-
eral agencles and clvic groups In
St. Louls Park. Then, staff lobby-
ing efforts will try to persuade
purse-holders to release funds to..
carry out the city's goals.

State sources have told the
Health Dernrtmenl not to expect
state funding for the proj-ects,
according to Mike Convery, a de-

* partment hydrologist assigned to

the St. Louls Park problem.
The most promising source of

- money Is the federal government,

which has a special fund—Su Kz
fund—to pay for cleanups at

ardous-waste sites of this kind,
Convery sald.

How much money it would re-
quire has not been determined,
but assessment of the health risk
posed by the water Is among the QP
most important of the city’s ob-»SD -
Jectives. (4p]

So far, the city, state and fed- 1~
eral government have been using ¢\
‘unofficial criteria for how clean
the water must be before it Is ¢
safe to drink. The criteria are
based on health tests, but it's not
known how many cases of can-
.cer would be prevented by en-

Water

! Tarn to Pace 4
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But the start of this trial ls
months distant. Friday's hearing
will focus oa whether the Riley
Tar case falls withia the reach of
two federal laws.

The federal Resource Conser-
vatlon and Recovery Act pro-
vides that the state atlorney gen-
eral may sue on. behall of the
United States to llo‘; any persoa
or company who ls hasdling,
storing, treating, transporting or
dhpa’u. of any solid waste or
hazardous waste thet presents
“an lmml and subs lal en-

forac sysiem are estimat
od ot §7 lon; rallon costs
would be added oa Lop of that.

8t Louls Park, Hophiss and
fedora) and state t:nu-
court

vince . Rimosy rict
Court J .ht‘ Magausoa that
two im ederal emviroa-
mental protaction laws should be
s bt to ha:: ‘l:'l; case. Rell-
ly w (| do not ap-
ply. and if succdeatul, the udiclal
proceedings tould stop there.
Il the mmment case o suc-
cessful, arguments will be-

is on whether and to what ex-

ent Reilly ls llable for the water
contaminstion, The final ol

contention would be whether and -

how much (he company should

dangerment (o health or the eavi-
roameat.”

Rellly’s sttorney, £4 Schwartz-
baver of the Minneapolls frm of
Dorsey, Wiadhorst, Hannalord,
Whitney and Halladay, will ar-
gue that this part of the law pro-
vides for the atlorney general lo
call @ halt (o ongoing polluting
activity. He will point out that
Rellly Tar left the state In 1972
when the company sold its plant
slte to St. Louls Park.

The government’s response lo
that argument s that cencer-
causing chemicals from the Rell-
) :L;I'n at have caused substan-

end ground waler coa-
tamiaation that continue to
threaten the St. Louls Park water
L] xnm- (hough the plant has
shut down. These chemicals also

coalisue (o migrate, threatening

r pollution debate

the water supply of other citles
a3 well, the goverameals coa-
tend.

In makiag is case, the prosecy-
toa will refer to the decision In
the stale’s successful sult sgainst
Reserve Mining for damages to
bealth and nvfm.nu( irom Ws
dumping of asbestos libers lato

heads into court

law establishes the lability of
private concerns for the cost of
cleanup ol hazardous substances
they have released Into the eavi-
roament.

Schwartzbauer argues that the
Superfund law does mot sllow
any governmental 10 seek
to Im Wability watll alter the
president has established criteria

Lake Superlor.
The federal C hensive Es-

C
satiop, and Liabllity Act of 1980,
knows as the Superfund law,
slso will play heavily Into -
Ing arguments of the case. This

to eval what kind of remedi-
al ections qualify for reimburse-
meanls.

The president was (o set the
criteris by June 1980, Schwartz-
baver sald, but lastead ordered

the Eaviroamental Protection
Agency (0 set them. Thal ageacy
80 far has not followed through,
he sald. Uatll the criteria ls set,
any sttempt to ¢ damag
from Rellly under the Superfund
law ls premature, he argues.

Steve Shakman, assistant at-
toraey general with the ¢ase,
says (he Natlonal Coatlagency
Plan (hat was set wp wader the
Clesa Water Act to deal with
spills of oll and hazardous wastes
lays out cost recovery criterla
:petulcd for use under Super-
und.

City to lead way to clean water

(Water, trom Poge 3)

forcement of the criteria.

The study has mot been dome
because & would be costly snd
time-consuming, sccording to
Coavery, who sald the process
would take more thas & year be-
cause of rt::ln‘ public hearings.

“People do not understand that
there are 80 standards. It's ap-
propriste for ws (o say, ‘Hey,
come on, are we a laboratory?” *
sald McQuaid.

The city’s cléanup schedule al-

lots seven moaths for the health-
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sisk assessment, startingin
March. Without i, the city will
continue to work “ia the dark,™ .
with 80 proof 1o olfer (he public
of the benellt of its elforts, sald
Publlc Works Director Dick

l(op&y.
“We would like to feel that
what we are doing ls realist

could returm this water safely to
bousehold taps. Federal money
fos the testing of such & system
has beea allotted, but as yet, no
funds have been earmarked to
bulld a treatment plant.

The cily proposes to lake con-
trol of the waler trestment end
of the project. But that, sald PCA

from a cost-benelit standpoint,”
Koppy sald.

Yet, st what point, wondered
council member Lyle Hanka, will
residents be permitted to make
(helr own declsions about wheth-

of (0 pay Iof healh protection of
take thelr chances by drinking
the water? 5

Arother important part of the
city program ls an attempt to
control the spread of contami-
nants by beginning to pump wa-
ter agala from wells 4, 10 and 1S,
which have beea closed by the
pollution. Studies have showa
that the “pull” of these wells
may conline the contaminants
an keep them from reaching
other city wells.

The hitch In bringing these
wells back Into use Is what to do
with the contaminated water Mft-
ed (rom them. St. Louls Park
wants (0 send the water through
the Metropolitan Waste Control
Commission system. .

One yes:'s worth of this pump-
Ing would cost $330,000 in sewer
fees, Convery sald. The clty pro-
poses that the Wasie Conlrol
Commissicn walve the fee or that
the state pick up the cost.

By December 1983, (he clty
would want to have a water
treatment facllity In place that

A

[}

y gist Rick Fergusoam, will
not be possible ualess the EPA
changes Ws retrictions on use of
the first $200,000 released for
water trealment study. The grant
designates the PCA se (he etate
agency responsible for use ol the
funds, he sald.

“The lead will remala with the
Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency, and we wanl the city to

aclively participate In It,” Fergu-

soa sald.

Ferguson and Coavery agree
with some points made by (he
city. “It Is a frustrptingly slow

ocess. W's almost embarrass-
ngly slow at times.” sald Con-
very, ciing (he three levels of
goverament lavolved. I think
we've all been gulity. A lot of
goverament people In general
tend 1o be very cautlous ia this
kind of thing. Many projects may
be studied to death.”

Often t's easier to get money
(o do studlies than It Is to actually
fix the problem, mostly because
of the money required, Convery
added. .

11 the city had *a batch of mon-
ey, they could do whatever they
wanted (o as long as they reach
the same goals, 'n outlined by
the PCA, EPA and Health Depart-
ment|" Convery said.

6627360




City of St. Louis Park For immediate release

5005 Minnetonka Blvd. : (August 11, 1982)
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 . :
920-3000 ext. 10 Jim Brimeyer, City Manager

ext. 35, Dick Koppy, Director of Public Works

Test results confirm that St. Louis P§rk residents were not exposed to a
health risk from carcinogenic polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH) compounds
during the week of July 19 when City officials were forced on two separate

.

occasions to turn on four closed wells.

Officials made the decision to pump water from these wells when the system's
water pressure showed signs ‘that it was falling to a dangerously low lTevel.
The wells were in operation from approximately 10:45 p.m. on July 20 to 2:00
a.m. on July 21 and from 11:00 p.m. on July 22 to 3:00 a.m. on July 23} A1l

four wells were closed in 1978 when traces of PAH compounds were first

detected.

In accordance with City policy, water samples were taken from the wells
and sent to the SERCO laboratory for an analysis of PAH concentrationé present
in the water during their operation. SERCO's analysis tested for the presence
of 16 priority PAH compounds, only nine of which have carcinogenic properties.
The analysis did not detect the presence of any carcinogenic compounds in water

taken from the four wells.

While test results did indicate the presence of pyrene, a potential

carcinogen, they were discounted when a control sa%p]e taken from a water

source free of PAH contaminants also registered the presence of pyrene. Control

samples are used regularly to ensure the reliability of testing equipment.
Fluoranthrene, a PAH compound which borders on having carcinogenic

6624452

properties, was found to be present in water pumped from each well. But its
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News release

August 11, 1982

Page 2

presence only exceeded the 28 parts per ;ri11ion standard established by the
Minnesota Department of Hea]th'in Well 15.

In explaining test results of Well 15, which showed quantities of non-

carcinogenic PAH compounds to be present, Public Works Director Richard L.

Koppy cautioned that the results did not take into account the effectiyeness

of the carbon slurry treatment process that was activated during the brief period
that this well was placed in operation. According to Koppy, the water sample
used in SERCO's analysis was taken prior to the injection of 115 parts per
million of carbon. Previous studies conducted by Hickok & Associates have shown
slurry treatment process to have a PAH removal rate as high as 95 percent.

Following his review of SERCO's analysis, City Manager James L. Brimeyér
stated that the test results confirmed that the closed wells did not run long
enough to introduce appreciable quantities of PAH compounds into the City's
water system. Brimeyer also pointed out that the test results corresponded to
water taken from the well head where PAH concentrations would be greater than
from water taken from the tap. "The dilution which took place in our water
distribution system assures residents that no pub]%c health risk existed during
the brief time that the wells were placed back into operation."

City officials imposed sprinkling restrictions on July 23 following the
brief operation of these wells. The restrictions prohibit lawn sprinkling
between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. . Outside of those hours, residents
are permitted to water their lawns on an odd-even address/calendar day.basiég.

Brimeyer'expects the sprinklin§ restrictions to be in effect for the rest
of the summer. As long as the restrictions continue to conserve water, he
does not foresee the necessity of imposing a total sprinkling ban or reppening
the closed wells. . 6624483

Brimeyer emphasized that the sprinkling restrictions will conserve
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sufficient quantities of water as long as residents and commercial/industrial

users continue to comply with these measures.

Brimeyer also indicated that the City will be continuing its well

testing program to ensure that-all operating wells are free of PAH compounds.
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